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OFFICERS OF THE 


SOCIETY AND EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


OFFICERS. 


PRESIDENT.—H. K. PORTER, Ese., Pa. 
E. M. VAN DUZEE, Esa., Minn. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. } GREENE, Eso., Mass. 
TREASURER.—J. GREENWOOD SNELLING, Fso., N.Y. 

JOSEPH BROKAW, Eso., N. Y. 
AUDITORS. ‘moons L. MARSTON, Eso., N. Y. 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.—Rev. THOMAS J. MORGAN, LL.D., N.Y. 
ASSISTANT CORRESPONDING SEC’Y.—Rev. ALEX. TURNBULL, N. J. 
FIELD SECRETARY.—HENRY L. MOREHOUSE, D.D.,N. Y. 
RECORDING SECRETARY.—A. S. HOBART, D.D., N.Y. 


MANAGERS. 

FIRST CLASS, Expiring in 1897. | SECOND CLASS, Expiring in 1898, 
*R. B. KELSAY, D.D. ....Brooklyn, N. Y. D. C. EDDY, D.D........ Brooklyn, N. Y. 
WM. PHELPS, Eso. ciccaccoces New York, | W.C. P. RHOADES, D.D..Brooklyn, N.Y. 
STEPHEN H. BURR, Esq.....New York. J. L. CAMPBELL, D.D........ New York. 
EDW. J. BROCKETT, Esq....New Jersey. Hon. F. WAYLAND...New Haven, Conn. 
D. A. WATERMAN, Eso. .....- New York. | J.ASHTON GREENE, Eso. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
R.B. AULA, Brooklyn, N.Y. | Rev. COR. WOELFKIN ..Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. MEEK, New York, N.Y. | STEPHEN H. PLUM, Eso..Newark, N. J. 

THIRD CLASS, Expiring in 1899, 

5. Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
W. H. P. FAUNCE, D.D...:......- New York. 
Rev. WALLACE BUTTRICK .. Albany, N. Y. 
J. B. MANNING, Esq........E. Orange, N. J. 
3, PARRY, York. 


CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 
E. T. HISCOX, D.D. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 
M. MacVICAR, LL.D. 


IN CHARGE OF CHURCH EDIFICE WORK. 
D. W. PERKINS, Esa. 


RECORDING SECRETARY OF THE BOARD. 
Rev. ALEX. TURNBULL. 


Deceased. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD. 


FINANGE. MISSIONS. 


J. ASHTON GREENE, ALVAH S. HOBART, 
WILLIAM PHELPS, D. C. EDDY, 

STEPHEN H. BURR, WALLACE BUTTRICK, 
D. A. WATERMAN, C. F. MEEK, 

J. B. MANNING. J. L. CAMPBELL, 


CORNELIUS WOELFKIN. 


EDUGATION. GHURGH EDIRFIGE. 
EDWARD LATHROP, W. C. P. RHOADES, 
R. B. KELSAY, EDWARD J. BROCKETT, 
FRANCIS WAYLAND, STEPHEN H. PLUM, 
Ww. H. P. FAUNCE, R. B. HULL, 
J. T. BECKLEY. F. J. PARRY. 
ADVISORY. 


E. T. HISCOX, 
ASHTON GREENE, 
ALVAH. S. HOBART, 
EDWARD LATHROP, 
W. C. P. RHOADES. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


x. Prayer. 

2. Calling of the Roll. | 

3. Reading of the Minutes of Last Meeting. 

4. Report of Treasurer. 

5. Communications from the Corresponding Secretary. 
6. Reports from Standing Committees. 

4. Report of Auditors. 

8. Miscellaneous Business. 
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SIXTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 


American Baptist Home Mission Society, 


HELD IN THE AUDITORIUM, ASBURY PARK, N. J., MAY 25-26, 1896. 


The annual sermon before the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society was delivered before an immense audience in the Auditorium 
at Ocean Grove, on Sunday evening, May 24th, by Rev. E. H. John- 
son, D.D., Professor of Systematic Theology in Crozer Theological 
Seminary : 


SKETCH OF THE SERMON. 


Text—z2 Thes. ii., 13. Topic—‘ Salvation through sanctification 
of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” : 

What does the Holy Spirit do for us? Among many opinions 
what can we agree upon? This at least: that it is the general office 
of the Spirit to minister the truth, either by revealing or applying it. 

1. He taught what Jesus was, and taught it by proving that Jesus 
had risen from the dead. It was the only available proof. If Jesus 
had appeared to the world, some would have caviled, and we would 
still have to depend on the testimony of believers. The Church is 
still enabled by the Holy Spirit to testify to its Lord; and when 
Christians sin they testify against their Lord. 

2. He taught what Jesushad come to do. _ Jesus foretold in vain 
what he must endure; but when he had ascended and the Spirit, ac- 
cording to promise, recalled the words of Jesus, then the disciples 
came to full knowledge of the mission of our Lord. This office the 
Spirit still performs for the Church, and through the Church for the 
world. Itis indispensable that we should infallibly know what 1s 
essential in the mission of Christ; and that we do infallibly know this 
ls attested by the unanimous agreement as to what the Bible says on 
these points, and by thé unanimous attestation to them of the experi- 
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ence of spiritual men, Although this is not by revelation to us, still 
it has the effect of revelation. It was so when Luther and Wesley 
preached neglected truth. It is in effect a revelation to each 
convert. 

3. The Holy Spirit accomplishes in us the work which Christ came 
to achieve. And He does this by ministering the truth at the begin- 
ning of the Christian life. So far as His work in the new birth is by 
application of the truth, so far itis a work upon the souls we have 
before that new birth. Progress in the new life is still “ sanctification 
of the Spirit through belief of the truth.” We are to be guided in 
personal duties not by unaccountable impulsions, but by the truth, by 
illuminated and instructed reason. So the Church is “built together 
in Christ Jesus for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” What 
we may do for the Church is not to be determined by vague or even 
sharp impulse, but by giving ourselves to study of God’s revealed will. 
The Spirit’s ministry through the Church to the world is not neces- 
sarily in consequence of any more mysterious relation to the Church 
as a whole than He holds to each member; but He uses the mighty 
social faculties of man to carry forward His work in the world, 
as well as within the Church itself. The history of this Missionary 
Society grandly illustrates this fact. ‘The consummation of the Spirit’s 
work in the future life is assured by His present work in us. It 1s 
righteousness which lays hold on immortality ; and it is the Spirit that 


now dwells 1 in us who 1s to raise us from the dead. 


1. The American Baptist Home Mission Society convened in the 
Auditorium at ro A. M., May 25» with H. K. Porter, Esq., of Pennsy]- 
vania, in the chair. 

2. After singing, the Scriptures were read by Charles F. Meserve, 
President of Shaw University, and prayer was offered by Rev. J. B. 
Gambrell, D.D., of Georgia. 

3. The address of President H. K. Porter. He called attention to 
the work of the past year, to the success already reached in bringing 
our brethren of both South and North into fraternal and glad co-oper- 
ation in the work of reaching and developing the colored Baptists of 
this country. He urged that we must not be timid in our spirit and 
methods if we are to do what God and our denomination expect of 
us. We do not need to meet our present debt only, but so to organize 
that there shall be no debt. 

4. The Corresponding Secretary, Rev. T. J. soa D.D., of 
New York, made extended reference to the Sixty-Fourth Annual Re- 
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port of the Executive Board of the Society. The pages of the Report 
especially referred to were 23, 24, 25, 26, 43. 44, 69, 94, 97, 101, 47 
149, 150, 151, 166, 167. 

5. After a song by Mr. Jacobs, the Treasurer, J. Greenwood 
Snelling, New York, submitted his report. 

6. The reports of the Corresponding Secretary, the Treasurer and 
the Auditors were adopted by the Society. 

7. Rev. Dr. E. T. Hiscox (Chairman of the ex-Board) moved that, 
in accordance with notice given last year, the number of the Board 
be ‘wenty-one instead of fifteen. The motion was seconded and 
unanimously carried. Dr. E. T. Hiscox also moved that hereafter 
the Auditors be selected from outside the Board rather than from mem- 
bers of the Board. The motion was seconded and unanimously carried 
and the Constitution was so changed, 

8. It was moved by Dr. H. L. Morehouse, of New York, 
seconded and unanimously carried, that committees be appointed on 
Resolutions, Education, Enrollment, Finance and The Commission 
on Systematic Beneficence, these committees to be named by the Chair. 

g. President W. R. Harper, of the University of Chicago, was 
introduced, who gave an address on “America as a Missionary Field.” 

to. The President of the Society announced the various com-_ 
mittees contemplated in Rev. Dr. H. L. Morehouse’s motion. 

it. Secretary T. J. Morgan called attention to some important 
suggestions in President Harper’s address just delivered, especially that 
America is to be the arena of Christian achievements in the centuries 
to come, and that the American Baptist Home Mission Society is 
one of the greatest agencies in the accomplishment of these magnifi- 
cent ends. Dr. Morgan’s address called out remarks from Dr. 
Humpstone, of Brooklyn, N. Y., Dr. G. E. Merrill, of Mass., Rev. 
S. |. Arthur, of Pittston, Pa., Rev. W. M. Boley, South Carolina, Rev. 
Dr. G. N. Thomssen (representing the Germans), D, A. Waterman, Esq,., 
of New York, Stephen Greene, Esq., of Mass., Rev. J. W. T. Boothe, 
of Massachusetts, and Rev. H. L. Morehouse, of New York. ) 

12. These remarks were followed by prayer by Rev. A. J Row- 
land, D.D., of Philadelphia, Pa. 

13. Prebdien Porter announced the following committees : 

Enrollment: Revs. D. B. Cheney, Wisconsin; W. E. Powell, 
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West Virginia; C. A. Fulton, Michigan; and Brethren L. B. Philbrick, 
Massachusetts, and L.J. Lusk, Pennsylvania. 

Nominations: Hon. J. L. Howard, Connecticut; Edward Good- 
man, Esq., Illinois, and Revs. W. A. Stanton, D.D., Pennsylvania; 
W. T. Stott, D.D., Indiana, and W. W. Everts, Nebraska. 

Resolutions: Hon. James Buchanan, New Jersey; B. F. Denni- 
son, Esq., Pennsylvania ; and Revs. Wallace Buttrick, New York; F. 
T. Hazlewood, D.D., Massachusetts,and H.C. Applegarth, D.D., Ohio. 

Finance: Revs. Alex. Blackburn, D.D., Massachusetts; W. A. 
Connor, Pennsylvania; W. M. Haigh, D.D., Illinois, and Brethren D, 
A. Waterman, New York, and J. B. Manning, New Jersey. 

Education: N. E. Wood, D.D., Massachusetts; H. L. Wayland, 
D.D., Pennsylvania; F. T. Gates, D.D., New Jersey; A. S. Hobart, 
D.D., New York; S.H. Green, D.D., District of Columbia; W. H. 
Brooks, D.D., District of Columbia; J.J. Estey, Esq., Vermont. 

Commission on Systematic Benevolence: H. K. Porter, T. J. 
Morgan, D. A. Waterman. : 


14. Adjourned at 12:30, after benediction by Rev. W. A. Stanton, 
D.D., of Pittsburg, Pa. 


EVENING SESSION, Monpbay, May 25. 


CO-OPERATION. 

President H. K, Porter in the chair. 

15. Scriptures were read by Rev. W. Calley, of Massachusetts. 
Prayer by Dr. R. G. Seymour, of Pennsylvania. Prof. Jacobs sang, 
‘* Peace, Peace, Wonderful Peace.” 


16. Rev. J. W. Weddell, of Pennsylvania, was elected Secretary 
pro tem. | | 

17. A communication was received from Dr. Josiah Strong, of the 
Evangelical Alliance, requesting that the Baptist Home Mission 5o- 
ciety join with other religious bodies of America in petitioning the Czar 
of Russia in behalf of the suffering Armenians. 

18. Dr. W. A. Stanton, of Pennsylvania, presented the invitation 
of the Baptist churches of Pittsburg to hold the sessions of 1897 there. 

19. On motion of Drs. Chase and Applegarth, the invitation was 
favorably referred to the Executive Committee. Rev. Z. Marten, 
of New Jersey, gave a pleasant supplementary note that, provided 
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hindrances occurred at the last moment, Asbury Park stands ready to 
welcome the anniversaries at any time the Executive Committee may 
see fit to bring the meetings back. 

20. Dr. H. L. Morehouse read a portion of the report of the Board 
on “Co- -operation in the South.” 

21. Rev. C.S. Brown, of North Carolina, spoke on “ Co-operation 
in North Carolina ” 

Slavery is over. The colored people sustain vital relations with the 
future of the Southland. They can be best reached on the religious side: 
The Catholics are active. Protestant denominations should be in closer 
agreement and strong alliance for securing the best ends in this direction. 


There is no race problem but the problem of humanity, and the New Era 
Institute work is solving it in the South. 


22. Mr. J. W. Bailey, of the Bid/ical Recorder, Dr. A. J. S. 
Thomas, of the Baptest Courier, and Dr. E. Y. Mullins, of Massachu- 
setts, spoke in hearty endorsement of the scheme cf co-operation. 

23. Rev. W. H. Sloan, of Mexico, spoke of ‘‘ Mexico’s Imperative 
Needs,” portraying impressively the dark shadow of Romanism that 
hangs over the far Southern republic, where he had done such cour- 
ageous, self-sacrificing work. ‘The darkness is thick and appalling, 
but light is beginning to break, and the people are ready for the 
evangelical missionary. 

Society adjourned after benediction by Dr. Hiscox. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAy 26, I0 A. M.,, 
THE WEST. 


24. President Porter called the meeting to order. A previous 
half-hour having been spent in prayer, in connection with the Young 


People’s session, the Society proceeded at once to the items of the | 


programme. 

25. Rev. C. A.Wooddy, of Oregon, addressed the Society on “Fifty 
Years’ Work on the Pacific Coast,” explaining succinctly the marvel- 
ous growth of our farther Western interests, alluding also to the 
hindrances to stable and substantial church work. The roll call of 
our noble Baptist pioneer missionaries stirred the hearts of the 
brethren, 

26. Secretary Morgan called attention to can encouraging state- 
ments of the Board regarding the Church Edifice Department. One 
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woman, an Episcopalian,:has at different times given $14,000 to this 
work. 

27. Dr. H. C. Woods, Superintendent of Missions, spoke on 
“Chapel Building in the West”: 


The difficulties and infelicities of unhoused work and worship were 
humorously sketched. The demand for church edifices in the West seems 
imperative. It is the homeless church that, as a usual thing, becomes 
extinct. House it and save it. Dr. Woods brought startling intelligence 
regarding the straitened circumstances of many of our formerly well-to-do 
Baptist churches in the Missouri and Mississippi valleys. Twenty thousand 
dollars a year, in the shape of a relief fund for these imperiled interests, is 
the demand that presses upon us. 


28. Prof. Jacobs sang, “Building for Eternity,” and Dr. L. C. 
Barnes, of Pennsylvania, led in prayer. 

29. Ex-Governor J. L. Howard presented the report of the 
Committee on Nominations, as follows: 

President— K. Porter, Esq., Pennsylvania. Vice-Presidenis—t. 
M. VanDuzee, Esq., Minnesota; Stephen Greene, Esq., Massachusetts. 
Greenwood Snelling, Esq., New York. Auditors— 
Joseph Brokaw, Esq., New York; Charles B. Canfield, Esq., New 
York. Recording Secretary—A. S. Hobart, D D., Yonkers, New 
York. Corresponding Secretary—Thomas J. Morgan, D. D., LL. D., 
New York. Managers, First Class (expiring in 1897)—R. B. 
Kelsay, D. D., Brooklyn, N. Y.; William Phelps, Esq., New York, 
N. Y.; Stephen H. Burr, Esqg., New York, N. Y.; Edw. J. Brockett, 
Esq., Orange, N. J.; D. A. Waterman, Esq., Yonkers, N. Y.; R. B. 
Hull, D. D., Brooklyn, N. Y.; C. F. Meek, Esq., New York, N. Y. 
Second Class (expiring in 1898) —D. C. Eddy, D. D., Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
W. C. P. Rhoades, D. D., Brooklyn, N. Y.; J. L. Campbell, D. D., 
New York, N. Y.; Hon. F. Wayland, New Haven, Conn.; J Ashton 
Greene, Esq., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Rev. Cornelius Woelfkin, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; Stephen H. Plum, Esq., Newark, N. J. Zhird Class (expiring 
in 1899)—E. T. Hiscox, D. D., Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; E. Lathrop, 
D. D., New York; W. H. P. Faunce, D. D., New York; Rev Wallace 
Buttrick, Albany, N. Y.; J. B. Manning, Esq., E. Orange, N. J.; J.T. 
Beckley, D. D., New York; F. J. Parry, D.D., New York. 

Tellers were appointed—Prof. W. A. Stevens, of New York; Dr. 
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A. G. Lawson, of New Jersey; Dr. John Gordon, of Pennsylvania, 
and Dr. A. T. Dunn, of Maine—and the ticket, as presented, was 
approved by the house in a unanimous ballot. 


30. Dr. Alexander Blackburn, of Massachusetts, presented the 


report of the Committee on Finance as follows : 


Your Committee on Finance respectfully submit the following report: 

First, we call the attention of the Society and the whole Baptist denom- 
ination to a series of facts; second, we venture to suggest for your con- 
sideration a line of action for the future. 

Fact No. 1.—At the first of April, 1895, the debt of the Society was 
over $108,000. April 1st, 1896, this had been reduced to $86,245.41, a de- 
crease of more than $22,500. During the year ending April Ist, 1896, the 
income from the contributions of churches and individuals was $229,893.28 ; 
from legacies which were available for the general work of the Society, 
$164,835.82. Whatever decrease there is of the debt is to be credited to 
the unusually large amount of legacies. There is no reasonable expecta- 
tion of legacies to exceed $50,000 during the current year. 

Fact No. 2.—At the present rate of income and expenditure, it will be 
necessary to borrow $15,000 each month for eight months of this current 
year, thus incurring a heavy interest account. 

Fact No. 3.—Unless some relief is afforded the treasury, the debt 
of April Ist, 1897, will be increased to about $140,000. 

Fact No. 4.—In the number of missionaries employed and in results 
achieved, the past year is in advance of all previous years. 

Fact No. 5.—In the West, owing to conditions growing out of the con- 
tinued business depression, many church organizations and much church 
property are in peril, and great disaster is threatened in case the Society 
is unable to continue its support. 

Fact No. 6.—The educational work among the colored people and 
the Indians is at a critical stage. Any lessening of appropriations would 
discourage, and, in many cases, put in jeopardy the work of the past. 

The inauguration of the system of co-operation in the South, so auspi- 
ciously begun, calls for advance, not retreat. 

Fact No. 7.—From New England to the Pacific Coast there are calls 
for the evangelization and Americanization of the immigrants who are pour- 
ing in upon us, to which the Society cannot turn a deaf ear and remain 
true to its great purpose to win North America to Christ. 

These facts, to which may be added the appeals from Mexico and the 


cry from the great cities, demand of us the most serious and wise con- 
sideration, | 
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ment that, unless help comes before the end of 1896, there is no alterna- 


What shall we do? What can we do? Surely not lose faith in God 
and our brethren, and enter upon a course of ignoble retreat. Surely not 
enter upon a reckless and ill-advised advance. God may be trying our 
faith and developing our wisdom. __ 

Your committee would recommend: 

ist. That the Society appoint three men as members of the ‘‘ Com- 
mission on Systematic Christian Benevolence,” as proposed by the action 
of the American Baptist Missionary Union. 

2d. That the Society immediately issue an appeal to the churches for 
prompt and permanent increase in contributions, with the explicit state- 


tive, disastrous as such a course would be, save a reduction of appropria- 
tions to the measure of income. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER BLACKBURN, 


WILLIAM M. HAIGH, 
D. A. WATERMAN, 
W. A. CONNOR. 


31. Ex-Gov. Howard, of Connecticut, moved the adoption of the 
report speaking for a spirit of hope and courage in meeting the 
issues of the hour. Stephen Greene, Esq., of Massachusetts, in second- 
ing the motion, urged that some of the fire in the meetings be carried 
at once into the heart of the churches. Brethren A. Blackburn,“of 
Massachusetts, and Dr. E. B. Palmer, of Pennsylvania, spoke further 
to the report, which then came to a vote and was carried. 

32. The following will explain recommendation first of the Finance 
Committee’s report : 

ASBURY PARK, May 25th, 1896. 
Lo The American Baptist Home Mission Society : 

Ata meeting of The American Baptist Missionary Union held at!Asbury 
Park, May 22d, 1896, the following action was taken : 

That we immediately take steps toward the formation of a general 
commission for the denomination on the whole subject of Christian Be- 
nevolence, which shall be known as the Commission on Systematic Chris 
tian Beneficence. That this Commission be composed of three repre- 
sentatives, one of whom shall be a General Secretary, from each of the 
following organizations, viz.: The American Baptist Missionary Union, 
the American Baptist Home Mission Society, the American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society, and the Baptist Young People’s Union of America; also 


the Corresponding Secretaries of the Women’s Societies, both Home and 
Foreign. 
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That this Commission be appointed to serve for three consecutive years, 
beginning from these anniversaries ; that it devote itself to the study of the 
whole question of denominational beneficence, and the maturing of a plan 
or plans whereby in a more systematic way we may develop the giving of the 


denomination as a whole and in a way to proportionally serve the interest - 


of all our denominational causes. That this Commission report from time to 
time its progress to the Societies, in the hope that in the course of the period 
of three years the wisest system possible may be matured. That the mem- 
bers of this Commission be unsalaried, but all necessary expenses be met out 
of the treasuries of the Societies named, on some basis of proportion to 
be hereafter suggested by the Commission itself, and determined by agree- 
ment between the respective Boards of the Societies. 

That in pursuance of the above plans, and with a view to the promotion 
of harmony and enthusiasm throughout all our denominational Society 
movements, we further recommend that the idea of a General Missionary 
Committee, composed of both men and women in every local church 
recommended by the Missionary Union last year, be so extended as to em- 
brace the work and interests of all the denominational Societies named, as 
well as those of the Missionary Union. 


And, further, that proposals already made by the Missionary Union for | 


the revival or extension of the monthly missionary concert of prayer in all 
our churches be construed as intended to embrace in the themes for study, 
contemplation and prayer, the entire missionary work of the denomination 
in all its parts. | 

That as rapidly as possible, consistently with plans now in vogue by the 
respective Societies, all the agencies in our several Societies be adjusted to 
the plan which may be reached by this Commission, with a view to com- 
plete harmony and the most cordial inter-relations of the Societies con- 
cerned. 

That the Missionary Union now appoint three members of this Com- 
mission, and request that the Home Mission Society, at its meeting to fol- 
low this, also appoint three members, and that the Boards of the Publica- 
tion Society and the Baptist Young People’s Union, also the Women’s 
Societies, both Home and Foreign, be requested to appoint the other mem- 
bers of the Commission, as soon as expedient. That the details of the 
organization of this Commission and its methods of procedure be entrusted 
to the Commission itself, 

A true copy of the record. 


Attest: HENRY S. BURRAGE, 


Recording Secretary. 
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33. Judge James Buchanan, of New Jersey, read the report of 
the Committee on Resolutions : 


Your Committee on Resolutions would report: 


First. We note with profound satisfaction the auspicious inauguration 
of the policy of co-operation between our Society, the Home Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, and the Colored Associations . 
and Conventions in the South, in the great work of evangelizing the 
colored people of that section and carrying to them aclearer and pwier 
knowledge of spiritual truths. The results, so far attained, abundantly 
justify the wisdom of the establishment of the plan and make its continu- 
ance and extension an imperative duty. 

Second. We also record our gratitude forthe helpful work dune in the 
educational institutions of our own Society in behalf of the colored youth of 
the South. Werealize the important part they are already taking in lifting 
their race up to a higher plane of mental desire and attainment—to a fuller 
realization of the duties, as well as the privileges, of citizenship—and _ into 
a fuller and richer life as sons and daughters of God. We lament that the 
usefulness of these institutions is limited by lack of sufficient endowment, 
and hope this may soon be supplied by wise stewards of God’s money who 
will place the talents entrusted to their care in a sphere of ever-widening 
usefulness. 

Third. Listening to the earnest words of President Porter pleading for 
the unabridged continuance of the work of the Society, and profoundly im- 
pressed with the untold importance to the cause of humanity of the 
Christianization of North America, we dare not recommend any cessation 
of activity atany point along the line. We leave this matter to the same 
wise, judicious, careful and prayerful consideration which the Board of 
Managers have hitherto given to the duties and responsibilities laid upon 
them. 

Fourth. We recommend that the officers of this body, in its name, 
forward, through the proper channels, to the Czar of Russia (crowned this 
day) a petition invoking his kind offices in behalf of the suffering Chris- 
tians of Armenia. 

Fifth. Whereas, after seven years of public Pehle om all religious 
bodies but one have voluntarily withdrawn from the copartnership existing 
between them and the United States Government in educating Indian 
youth; and, Whereas, the great body of accessible Indian children of 
school age can be provided for at an early day in the Government schools; 
therefore, Resolved, that we heartily approve of the action of the House of 
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Representatives in prohibiting the further use of en money for educat- 
ing Indians in sectarian schools. 

Resolved, That we favor the adoption of the cciiand XVI. Amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States, as formulated in these 
words: ‘* Neither Congress nor any State shall pass any law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or 
use the property or credit of the United States, or of any State, or any 
money raised by taxation, or authorized either to be used for the purpose 
of founding, maintaining, or aiding, by appropriation, payment for ser- 
vices, expenses, or otherwise, any church, religious denomination or 
religious society, or any institution, society, or undertaking which is 
wholly, or in part, under sectarian or ecclesiastical control. 

Respectfully submitted. 


Judge Buchanan subsequently presented the following resolution 
on hospitality : 


Resolved, That our thanks be and are heceby extended to Senator 
Bradley for his generosity in providing so commodious a place for our 
meeting ; to the railroads and hotels for reduced rates, to the local 
committees and friends at Asbury Park for their abundant and thoughtful 
provision for our comfort and to the press for its unusually full and accurate 
reports of our proceedings. 


The following resolution, presented by Dr. A. G. Lawson, was 
adopted without debate : 


Resolved, That in view of the untold evils produced by the use cf in- 
toxicating drinks, and in the behalf of aright example, we urge all Christians 
to abstain from this torm of evil, and to use all their power—personal, 
social and political—to suppress the drink traffic of the land. 


34. Dr. Lemuel Moss, presenting the case of the persecuted 


Stundists of Russia, was asked to prepare a resolution on the subject 
tu be added : 
_ ASBURY PARK, New Jersey, U. S. ge 
May 28th, 1896. 

To the Czar of Russia: : 

May it please your Most Gracious Majesty: The American Baptist 
Home Mission Society, in convention assembled for its sixty-fourth anni- 
versary (representing a Baptist Church membership of 3,800,000 and a 
Baptist constituency of 13,300,c00), free citizens of the United States of 
America, respectfully declare to your Majesty : 


1. Weare informed that in the Empire of Russia there are two millions, 


MINUTES. | 15 


} é 
4 
Re 


3) 
te 
by 
ie 
+ 
me 4 
4 
i. 
3 
ees 
= 
& 
1 4 
vf 4 
_ 
ay 
> 
> 
Ve} 
& 
& 
ij 
) 
k 


‘i 


16 MINUTES. | | 1896, 


more or less, of the subjects of your Majesty, known to us by the general 
name of Stundists, who are dissenters from the special tenets and ritual of 
the Greek Church as held and observed in your Empire, although they are 
Christians in heart and life, reverencing and worshiping Jesus Christ and 
striving to do His will as recorded in the New Testament, as we also do. 

2. Weare also informed that these Stundists are virtuous, industrious, 
thrifty, sober and loyal subjects, cheerfully paying all lawful taxes and 
observing all lawful military and civil requirements, praying for the welfare 
of your Majesty and your vast Empire. 

3. We are further informed that these Stundists have for many years 
past suffered, and are now suffering, disabilities and persecutions of the 
severest form, involving loss of property, separation of families, imprison-— 
ment and exile of their persons, and death from exposure, starvation and 
unmerited suffering; and all this simply because their religious beliefs and 
practices are deemed not in accord with the prescribed ordinances of your 
National Church. 

We, therefore, respectfully petition your Majesty, on this, the day of 
your imperial coronation, in our behalf, and we may safely say in behalf of 
all our fellow citizens, more than seventy millions in number, that, through 
your Majesty’s clemency and righteousness the persecutions of the Stundists 
may cease throughout your Empire of more than one hundred millions of 
souls, and that they may receive the treatment accorded to all loyal subjects 
of your Empire, and may have the religious freedom enjoyed by the natives 
of Russia who are among us, and by all our citizens of whatever religious 
belief and nationality. So there shall come upon you the blessing of your 
Lord and Redeemer and ours, who has said to you and to us, “ Inasmuch 
as you have done it unto one of the least of these, you have done it unto 
Me.” And thus will we ever pray. 

Signed, H. K. PORTER, 
President. 
J. W. WEDDELL, 
Recording Secretary. 


35. Report of Committee on Enrollment was presented as follows: 


Respectfully submitted by the 
CoMMITTEE. 
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36. Dr. J. L. Campbell, of New York, was appointed to bear 
greetings to the Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec, Canada, 
meeting this week in Montreal. 

37. Adjourned with benediction by Dr. H. L. Wayland. 


TUESDAY, 2:30 P.M. 
EDUCATION. 


38. Prayer was offered by Rev. W. M. Boley, of South Carolina. 
39. Secretary Morgan presented the following telegram, which 
was authorized to be sent by the Society: 


Rev. JosiaH STrRONGC—American Baptist Home Mission Society 


petitions the Czar in behalf of Armenians. 
J. Morcan, Cor, Sec.” 


An Educational Symposium was the. order of the afternoon. 

40. President E. C. Mitchell, of Louisiana, gave a thorough and 
exhaustive study of the “ Higher Education of Negroes,” indicating 
the practical and philosophical relations of the same to those of lower 
grade. | 

41. President Owen James, of Tennessee, gave the fruit of his one 
year’s observation at “ Roger Williams University.” The record of 
the school thus far amply justifies its existence and support. 

42. Professor and Mrs. Jacobs, who had led the singing, retiring 
at this point, were given in the applause of the audience warm token 
of appreciation for their helpful and inspiring leadership. 

43. President J. A. Booker, of Arkansas, told very simply and 
plainly the work and the needs of the “ Arkansas Baptist College.” 
The building still waits completion. 


44. President N. Wolverton, of Texas, gave a moving glimpse of 


the kind of work being done at “ Bishop College.” Educated Christian 
men and women are being sent out in all directions, five hundred 
colored teachers having been already trained. Attention is being 
given also to industrial and manual education. 

45. President A. C. Osborn, of South Carolina, gave his impres- 


sions of the educational enterprise after one year at “ Benedict 
College”; 
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In only nine counties do the whites in population equal the blacks, 


There are seven thousand more colored people than white people in 


Charleston; there are forty-seven thousand blacks in one county and but 
seven thousand whites. The colored people are growing richer and more 
powerful. The necessity of education for the colored race is apparent. 
There is undoubtedly a race question, but Christian education will solve it. 
The more we come to know the Negro, the more we respect him. Bene- 


dict needs at once a new heating apparatus, a new beneficiary, and a new 
building fund. 


46. Dr. Wm. M. Haigh, of Illinois, pronounced the benediction. 


TUESDAY EVENING, 8 P.M. 
FOREIGN POPULATION. 


47. Geo, W. Clark, D.D., of New Jersey, read the Scriptures and 
led in prayer, Rev. H. B. Rankin, of Pennsylvania, conducting the 


song service. The subject of the evening was “The Work Among 
Foreigners.” 


48. Alexander Blackburn, D.D., of Massachusetts, spoke on 
“ The French Invasion of New England” : 


Referring to the strong and stalwart stock with which the shores of New 
England were peopled in the days of America’s settlement, he noted the 
incoming of a new colonization from the North and from Canadian soil. 
The language in many parts of New England is getting to be strongly 
French-Canadian. These populations are encouraged by their priests to 
settle in districts where they may be held in leash by Rome. As such they 
are a menace to the Sabbath, the public school, a free church, and a free 
State. We need better immigration laws; we need, most of all, an in- 
tenser evangelism. Give these people the Bible. Women’s work and 


open-air work should be pushed among the French Canadians as never 
before. 


49. Kerr B. Tupper, D.D., of Pennsylvania, gave an eloquent 
address on ‘‘ The Foreigner in America” : 


Migration is the spirit of the age. There are more Irish in America 
than athome. So with the Swedes. Let them come, but as Americans, 
not else. The vast majority, however, are a hindrance rather than a help, 
a curse rather than a blessing. We are draining the stagnant pools of old 
Europe, as if God were pledged to our perpetuity, whether we be wise or 
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unwise. It is time for us to say to those of foreign allegiance, You can 
ride, but you cannot drive. Guard, but also guide. Bring in the light 
of the Gospel. Save these people in order to save ourselves. 


so. Field Secretary Morehouse alluded in the closing moments 


of the session to the death of District Secretary Rev. Halsey Moore, 
D.D., a faithful and devoted servant of the Society, a Christian gen- 


tleman in all the relations of life, and beloved by all who knew him. 
A vote of condolence was sent to the widow. 


51. Adjourned after prayer and benediction by Rev. Z. Clark 
Marten, pastor of the entertaining church. 


J. W. WEDDELL, 
Secretary pro tem. 
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SIXTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE 


American Baptist Home Mission Society. 


PRESENTED AT ASBURY PARK, N. J., MAY 25, 1896. 


The Executive Board submits to The American Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Society its Sixty-fourth Annual Report, for the year ending March 
31st, 1846. Attention is invited to the reports of the Superintendents 
of Missions, District Secretaries, General Missionaries, and also to the 
reports of the Field Secretary and of the Superintendent of Education, 
for details respecting the work of the Society. 

_ An annual review, such as here presented, brings into prominence: 
several noteworthy features. 


I. THE EXTENT OF THE FIELD OF OPERATIONS. 


This includes every State and Territory of the United States, a con- 
siderable portion of Mexico, and a small portion of Canada; for while 
at present the Society is not carrying on any missionary work in the 
State of Vermont, the only exception, it is in close and sympathetic 
touch with the Baptists there, who contribute liberally to its treasury. 
It is no easy matter for the Executive Officer at the rooms to keep 
himself fully informed regarding the essential details of the work of the 
Society, extending over so vast an area of country; but this acquaint- 
ance is necessary for an intelligent discharge of his duties. He ac- 
quires his knowledge of the field by personal visits, often involv- 
ing long and tedious journeys, but chiefly by a study of the reports. 
and correspondence of the secretaries, superintendents and others 


in the employment of the Society. 
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2. THE COMPLEXITY OF THE WORK. 


There are three great departments—Missionary, Educational, and 
Church Edifice Building—each one of which involves, of neces- 
sity, attention to a great number of details. Questions are con- 
stantly arising in each of these which require painstaking investi- 
gation, careful deliberation, and wise and skillful handling. Some- 
times problems are presented which severely tax the wisdom not 
only of the secretary and the special committees which consider them, 
but of the combined Board of Managers. When to this it is added 
that the Society is carrying on its operations among sixteen different 
nationalities, each with its own peculiarities, it will be readily seen 
that the complexity of the work is largely increased and its diffi- 
culty intensified. It is not always possible to apportion the funds 
available among the varied interests so as to meet all expectations; 
race antipathies, prejudices, and jealousies are somewhat stubborn, 
and do not always yield to administrative necessities. 


3. FINANCIAL PERPLEXITIES. 


As is well known, the Society has a very limited amount of 
invested funds, and is dependent almost wholly upon annual contri- 


butions from churches and individuals and upon receipts from lega- 


cies for money to meet its current obligations. Contributions from 
churches and individuals vary with passing circumstances, being 
affected by the general average of prosperity prevailing in the busi- 
ness world, and suffering much from such financial stringency as has 
characterized the past three years; and they are also affected by the 
weather, which may be favorable or unfavorable when the day of col- 
lection comes around, and by other circumstances which cannot be 
foreseen or calculated upon. The receipts from legacies also are a 
very variable quantity, and cannot be foretold with any accuracy; 
then, too, a large proportion of the churches withhold their annual 
collections until toward the close of the fiscal year, so that the receipts 
for the earlier months are usually far below the expenditures, necessi- 


_ tating heavy borrowing by the treasurer from the banks, and leaving 


the Board in a chronic state of uncertainty and suspense, mingled 
with anxiety, as to the probable outcome of the year. 
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Meantime, the work goes on. Your Board, making a careful 
review of receipts and expenditures, especially during the preceding 
three or four years, and taking into consideration the claims of its 
varied departments and fields of work, and forecasting as best it can 
the provable receipts for the year, adopts such a scale of expenditures 
and makes such general appropriations as may seem wise. 


4. EXPANSION OF THE WORK. 


Since the organization of the Society, sixty-four years ago, con- 
siderable portions of the country, such as Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
and Illinois, which at the beginning claimed its attention as missionary 
ground, have been settled, and the Baptist churches have grown to 
a position of independency, self-direction, and have become helpful 
factors in carrying the Gospel to regions beyond. New, unoccupied 
fields, however, have constantly presented themselves asking for mis- 
sionary help. The West, more especially, perhaps, that vast region 
lying between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains, is still 
missionary ground, and the results within the reach of missionaries are 
limited only by missionary resources. ‘This is also true of the Pacific 
coast. We could use to great advantage twice the amount of money 
which we are now expending in that entire western portion of our coun- 
try. The steady inflow of millions of foreigners, which is rapidly chang- 
ing the essential characteristics of our national life, calls more loudly to- 
day than ever before for aggressive missionary work. The conviction 
is steadily growing in the minds of all thoughtful men and women 
among us, that the Home Mission Society is also called, in the Provi- 
dence of God, to undertake, upon a large and liberal scale, missionary 
work in the great cities of the older settled portions of the country. 
The phenomenal growth of our cause among the Negroes of the South, 
where to-day are to be found nearly two million colored Baptists who 
look to this Society chiefly for counsel and aid in the prosecution and 
development of both educational and missionary work, has laid upon 
the Society a great responsibility. Every consideration which more 
than a generation ago prompted to the undertaking of this important 
work now urges its continuance, and, for a time at least, enlargement. 
The same may be said of the work carried on in the Republic of 
Mexico, where much has already been accomplished, and where the 
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work is in a hopeful condition, foundations have been well laid, obsta- 
cles have been overcome, prejudices have been removed, the way has 
been made ready; and if we were prepared to-day to increase our 
workers and strengthen our work at every point, we should in a few 
years undoubtedly reap those great harvests which the seed-sowing 
of the past warrants us in confidently expecting. 


I. FINANCE. 


We closed the financial year, ending March 31, 1894, with a debt 
of a little more than $101,000, which by the end of the fiscal year, 
March 31, 1895, had increased to a little more than $108,000, so that 
we began the present fiscal year with this burden hanging over us. By 
reason of some exceptionally large legacies received during the year 
we have been enabled to decrease this debt by something more than 
$22,500, so that at the close of the present year it was $86,245.41. 
While we regret very much to be obliged to report a heavy debt for 
the third successive year, we console ourselves with the reflection that 
this is not because of any mismanagement of the work, but because of 
three years of financial stringency and depression which is almost 
without a parallel in our country’s history. In view of all the circum- 
stances of the case we cannot help feeling that our present financial 


‘situation gives us occasion for gratitude and hope, ether than dis- 


couragement. 

We, however, deprecate very much the existence of a debt, ia 
we make an earnest appeal to the friends of the Society for the means 
to liquidate it. We devoutly hope that the contributions during the 
ensuing year may be sufficient to enable us to carry on the work on 
substantially the same schedule as at present prosecuted, and at the 
same time to entirely pay every dollar of indebtedness. Not for many 
years has the Society made any special appeal to the churches, and 
during the past three years it has been very loath to lay upon them 
any extra burden. Even row we hesitate to call for extra contribu- 
tions, but in view of the urgency of the work committed to us, of the 
-mperative demands for its vigorous prosecution and of what seem to 
be Providential calls for its enlargement, we hope that our appeal for 


the payment of the <lebt will be anny received and will evoke a liberal 
response. 
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The following statistics exhibit in detail the receipts and expendi- 


tures $ 
RECEIPTS. 


The total receipts of the year, including conditional and permanent 
trust funds (not including Church Edifice loans repaid), have been 
$505,949.40. 

These have come from 48 States and Territories; also from 
British Columbia, Mexico and China. | 

The receipts may be classified as follows: | 

I. From contributions of churches, Sunday-schools, and individuals, 
including $27,129.50 trust funds, $266,921.27. 

Il. From legacies, $172,460.82, of which $4,625.00 were for Trust 
Funas. | 

11]. Income from Church Edifice /oans and invested funds, $48,- 
472.81. 

IV. From the schools of the Society, $3, 305.90. 

V. Miscellaneous, including recéipts for THE Baptist Home Mis- 
siON MONTHLY, $14,788.60. 

A further analysis, showing to what purposes these receipts are 
applicable, gives the following results: 

1. For General Purposes (7. ¢., for salaries of missionaries, teachers, 
officers, and expenses of administration).—From general contributions, 
$200,128.71; from legacies, $164,835.82; from all other sources, 
$44,674.69; total, $409,639.22. 

Il. Designated Funds.—1. For Church Edifice work: (a) Benev- 
olent Fund. Contributions from churches, individuals and Sunday- 
schools, $9,244.76; legacies, $2,000.00; from income of invested 
funds and real estate, $11,631.81; gifts returned, $50; total, $22,- 


926.59. (6) Loan Fund. From contributions, $653.73; from in- 


come from loans, etc., $5,510.60. Total for Church Edifice work, 
$29,090.92. 2. For school buildings and other objects, $29,764.57. 

Ill. Permanent Funds (other than Church Edifice Funds).—From 
income to be added to principal, $956.91; contributions, $1,668.50 ; 
legacies, $1,935. 

\V. Conditional or Annuity Funds (donors receiving annuities dur- 
iny their lives).—From individuals, $25,461 ; from legacies, $3,690 ; 
from interest, $20. 
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EXPENDITURES. 


The total expenditures for the year were $488,188.94. For mission- 
aries’ salaries, $213,096.17 ; for teachers’ salaries, $89,939.32 ; school 
buildings, etc., $30,075.62; gifts to churches, $23,890.27 ; loans to 
churches, $18,713.83; expenses of schools, $6,036.93; annuities, 
$21,177.15; expenses of administration at the Rooms, $15,451.36; 
general expense and publication account, $24,027.37; General Super- 
intendents, $13,186.07 ; District Secretaries, $20,575.98. Minor items 
will be found in the Treasurer’s report. 


TABLE OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND LEGACIES FOR GENERAL MISSIONARY 
AND EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. 


1885 1886 1887 1888 1889 1890 
Contributions .... | $239,670 11 $243,508 97| $257,797 10| $187,182 44| $207,719 57) $187,206 53 
Legacies.......--. 34,898 90, 42,076 34) 115,878 02) 241,986 09) 43,460 52) 121,947 43 
Total..... $274,569 or $285,585 31} $373,675 12| $429,168 53| $251,180 09] $309,243 96 
1891 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 
Contributions ....| $192,034 04! $189,584 14 $238,077 o1| $270 119 00) $255,420 42| $229,893 28 
Legacies spedéeteece 56,912 oo 159,214 79 53,930 63 39,975 48 99,737 34 164,835 Ro 
Total.... .--. $248,946 04) $348,798 93, $292,013 64| $310,094 48] $355,157 75| $394,729 10 


[The above table does not show the money received from other 
sources or for other purposes. See Treasurer’s report. | 


AVERAGES FOR TWELVE YEARS. 


Total. 


DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 


The following table gives the districts and the names and addresses 
of the Secretaries: 


1, NEW ENGLAND District.—F. T, Hazlewood, D.D., Tremont Temp!s, 
Boston, Mass. | 
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2. New YorK District.—*Halsey Moore, D.D., 111 Fifth ‘ghrten New 
York City. 

3. PHILADELPHIA Disraicr.—E. B, Palmer, D.D., Harrison Building, 
Market Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

4. LAKE District.—E, H. E. Jameson, D.D., 106 Smith Avenue, Detroit, 
Mich. 

5. WaBASH DistrIcT.—Rev. Dwight Spencer, Lock Box 106, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

6. Cuicaco District.—Rev. J. B. Thomas, Marquette Building, 204 Dearborn 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 


7, RED RIvER Districr.—O, A. Williams, D.D., 701 Lumber Exchange, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


8. MissoURI RIVER District. —Rev. N. B. Rairden, Y. M. C. A. Building, 
Omaha, Neb 


9. Paciric Districr.—Rev. C. A. Wooddy, 162 Second Street, Portland, Ore. 
10. KANAWHA DisTRICcT.—Rev. W. E. Powell, Parkersburg, W. Va. 


The reports of the Secretaries follow : 


NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT. 


F, T. HAZLEWOOD, D.D., BOSTON, MASS., DISTRICT SECRETARY, 


The past year has been an exceptionally hard year for collections for 
benevolence throughout the New England District. Many of the generous 
givers for the support of our work have found their income greatly reduced, 
while almost all the members of our churches, although recognizing a 
slight improvement in business, have felt the necessity of laying by some- 
thing to replace the losses of the two years previous. 

Nevertheless, it is clear that larger contributions would have come into 
our treasury if all the members of our churches had kept themselves in- 
formed respecting the religious needs of the country, and had cherished a 
more conscientious responsiveness to the command of Christ to ‘‘Go into 
all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature,” which is some- 
times interpreted as referring to every other land but the Home Land. 

he year has been one of persistent work, the labor of which has been 
made easy by the kind treatment and cordial words of ministers and lay- 
men alike. 

After three years of absence, on account of the destruction of the old 
Temple by fire, I am permitted to enter the new Temple at the beginning 
of the new year, with increased facilities for the doing of our work. 

I have been in touch, either by letter or personal visit, with all the 
‘churches and Sunday-schools in my district. I have also had a large 
Correspondence with the young a s societies throughout New England. 


* Deocased 
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ae | It is a pleasure to note an increasing interest among the yemnger members 
a of our churches in Home Missions. | 
; The following tables will give a financial statement of what has been 
aa | accomplished ; 
Total contributions of churches............ $30,21 377 
ga | Total contributions of 1,595 83 
: 3 Total contributions of Young People’s Societies...............---- ‘ 888 27 
By Total from all sources, exclusive of the Women’s Societies.... $202, 832 3" 37 
: Total from Young People’s Societies this year...............------ $888 27 
ia Of the contributions of individuals there were last year for Conditional 
ae Of the legacies there were last year for Permanent and Conditional | 
a NEW YORK DISTRICT. 
" 1 HALSEY MOORE, D.D., NEW YORK, DISTRICT SECRETARY. 
a, 1 Owing to the serious illness ot Dr. Moore, it has been impossible for 
eT him to prepare his customary annual report, and the following brief state- 
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ment is, therefore, submitted in its place. The continued business depres- 
sion has made the collection of funds increasingly ¢ifficult, yet while 
the contributions from churches have not shown any marked gain, the 
returns, however, from other sources have carried the aggregate amount 
considerably above the estimate of $90,000 made last year. The total 
receipts from the District have been $101,995.38; from New York, 
$92,776.38, and from Northern New Jersey, $9,219. 


PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT: PENNSYLVANIA, SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
DELAWARE, MARYLAND AND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
E. B. PALMER, D.D., PHILADELPHIA, PA., DISTRICT SECRETARY, 


Soon after the last annual meeting a letter was sent to all the pastors 
and churches in the district, setting forth the condition of the Society and 
asking the churches to make an offering of at least an average of fifty cents a 
member, in accordance with the resolution passed by the Society. We were 
enabled, also, at the various Associations, to have this resolution adopted and 
placed on their minutes. While we have come far from the realization of 
the ideal thus set forth, it is gratifying to note that there has been a decided 
increase in the number of contributing churches and organizations. The 
cordial sympathy and co-operation of pastors and laymen in the work of the 
Home Mission Society has been a source of greatencouragement. In some 
instances the offerings have been increased, but the continued depression in 
all departments of business has had its effect upon the aggregate receipts. 

In every way at his disposal, the District Secretary has endeavored to 
keep the work of the Society before the people-—by correspondence, by the 
distribution of circulars and by attendance on all public gatherings where 
the interests of the Society could be promoted. 

It has not been possible until recently to arrange for District Meetings. 
One such was held with the First Church, Camden. The programme was 
of a high order and the addresses of unusual merit. This would have 
been repeated but for the fact that special religious services were in 
progress at the centres selected. We hope to carry out the plan on a 
larger scale the coming year. Doctors Hoyt, Moss and Tupper, with 
others whose acquaintance with the varied condition of our great field 
especially qualify them to speak, have signified their willingness to aid in 
an avgressive Campaign. 

The Baptist Young People’s annual meeting at Baltimore was attended 
and thoroughly enjoyed, at least as far as the thermometer would permit. 
Advantage, also, was taken of an opportunity to attend the Pennsylvania 
State C. E, Meeting at Erie. The importance of keeping in touch with 
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this young people’s movement ought not to be overlooked. Those in- 
terested in the various aspects of mission work on this great home field 
ought to secure a more distinct consideration of them on the broad lines of 
discussion in harmony with the objects of such meetings. 
Have attended 18 Associations, the Pennsylvania and New Jersey State 
meetings and a convention of the colored churches of Pennsylvania. Have 
delivered 61 sermons, 51 addresses, traveled 10,000 miles and distributed 
45,000 circulars, including those printed in Association minutes. 
In the following statement the offerings from the Women’s Societies 
and from the German churches in this district are not included. | 
The total amount received is $19,561.98. This is $10,452.91 less than 
last year; but the difference arises chiefly from a decrease in legacies, the 
excess of last year over this being $9,187.83. 
Of the above, there has come from Pennsylvania, $15,543.41; from 
New Jersey, $2,268.59; from Delaware, $796.62, and from the District of 
Columbia, $928.36. 
The whole number of contributing churches, Sunday-schools, Young 
People’s and other organizations is 533. This is tor more than last year. 
Individual contributors, 54; 13 less than in the year previous. 
All things considered, the results of the year’s work, while not all that 
could be desired, present grounds for gratitude. Still, the urgency for 
more aggressive missionary effort along all lines should be better realized. 
I have expended for traveling, $274.51; for postage, $133.97 ; for print- 
ing, $81.51; for stationery, $33.81; miscellaneous, including rent and 
clerical help, $104.25; for furniture and safe, $150. The expenses for the 
year have been largely increased by the burning of the Publication Build- 
ing. Nothing in our office escaped destruction except what was in the 
safe. Aside from a complete loss of furniture, considerable in the way of 
supplies was swept away and had to be duplicated. 
Up to that sad event, by the generosity of the Publication Society, a 
room in common with the officers of the State Societies had been occupied 
free of rent. Hereafter there will be an annual rental account. The 
value, however, to the cause of Home Missions of its representative 
having a separate room for consultation and uninterrupted work is a large 
compensation for the additional cost. | 
The Society is still co-operating with the churches in Delaware. There 
is nothing to report of special interest as to the year just closed. The con- 
tributions of the churches have increased, and if the plans now matured can 
be carried out we may hope for gratifyin g results in the future. 
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THE LAKE DISTRICT : MICHIGAN AND OHIO. 
E. H. E. JAMESON, D.D., DETROIT, MICH., DISTRICT SECRETARY, 


The work of the past year has not differed materially from preceding 
years, except in increased duties and greater anxiety for results. 

It is well known that financial conditions throughout the country were 
not favorable, and the members of our churches in Ohio and Michigan, 
belonging largely to the agricultural and manufacturing classes, have shared 
much in the general adversity. Some important churches in the larger cities 
and towns from which we had hoped toreceive generous contributions gave 
comparatively little. A few, however, realizing the gravity of the Society’s 
situation, came nobly forward with increased gifts. Changes in the pas- 
torate have affected our receipts not a little. Without a pastor the regular 
time for taking the collection is forgotten, or the matter is deferred until a 
pastor issecured, and thenit is omitted until the next year. In this way the 
Society loses much that it had a reason to regard as certain. Some other 
churches have built new and expensive houses cf worship and neglected 
the Home Mission offering on that account. With the exception of the 
amount from legacies and individual gifts, the contributions are about the 
same as last year. I mention with pleasure the work and contributions of 
the Woman’s Home Mission Society of Michigan, the Dayton, Ohio, 
Woman’s Association, the Women’s Society of the Cleveland Association, 
and the churches and circles that have sent boxes of useful supplies to our 


missionaries in the West and to needy families in districts where our mis- — 


sionaries are at work. Itis an encouraging fact, also, that the many 
churches in my district composed of colored people are beginning to realize 
their responsibility as to Christian benevolence, and several of them have 
during the year for the first time contributed liberally to the work. 

The contributions are given below: 


Michigan 
22 Young People’s I2I 57 
From the Woman’s Home Mission 1,250 00 
185 Church $5,092 66 
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Individual and miscellaneous  OS4 25 


My personal work is imperfectly shown by the following figures: 

Miles traveled, 21,342; churches visited, 74; Associations visited, 32; sermons 
preached, 74; addresses delivered, 112; prayer meetings attended, 59; other 
public meetings, conferences, etc., attended, 29; Lord’s Supper administered, 
6 times. Amount received for subscriptions to THE HOME Mission MonrTHLY, 
$83. 

I have written about 1,600 letters and 500 postal cards, and have dis- 
tributed by mail and express a very large amount of Home Mission literature. 
Personal visits to the churches and public addresses from the pulpit and at 
Associational meetings have been followed with gratifying results. 

A regular time in each church for the Home Mission offering is my aim, 
with anincrease in the number of contributing churches. 


WABASH DISTRICT. 
REV. DWIGHT SPENCER, INDIANAPOLIS, IND., DISTRICT SECRETARY. 


This district embraces the State of Indiana, and that part of Illinois 
lying south of Bloomington. In Indiana there are 517 churches, and of 
these only 64 have preaching all the time. Of the 453 churches that have 
partial time service, a few have preaching twice, but more than three- 
quarters only have it once a month. 

In Southern Illinois there are 641 churches, of which number only 61 
have preaching all the time. In both States the churches that have partial 
time service are located in the country, or in small country towns, and the 
membership is mainly made up of farmers and those dependent upon farm 
labor. Many are renters and only a small proportion of all own farms of any 
considerable value. For these different classes the year has been one of great 
trials. The crops were hardly an average, the prices of farm products were 
less than they had been for many years, and, in not a few instances, those 
who rented farms did not raise enough to pay their rent. 

On account of the infrequency of church services, the district presents 
many difficulties, even in good times. Most of the churches can be reached 
only by correspondence, and with the lack of system and business-like 


methods in rural communities, much labor is required to secure a small 
return. 
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In Indiana 362 of the 517 churches contributed, and in Illinois 309 out 
of 641. This shows a gain in contributing churches of 95, with a small 
falling off in the total amount contributed. I have visited, with some aid 
from the pastors, 141 churches, 47 Associations, 4 Conventions, and have 
traveled 35,639 miles. I have secured 303 subscribers to the MONTHLY and 
distributed more than 100,000 pages of other literature. | 


CHICAGO DISTRICT: NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND WISCONSIN. 


REV, J. B. THOMAS, CHICAGO, DISTRICT SECRETARY. 


My report as District Secretary must necessarily be brief, for my term 
of service has extended only from the middle of last October. I am not 
yet acquainted with my field, nor it with me. The stranger Secretary 
has, however, been welcomed with very great cordiality. Kind greetings 
have been extended to him on every side. The continued financial strin- 
gency has in nowise let up. This creates great caution in business, and 
entire withdrawal frequently from beneficence. Matters in this district 
have been nota little disarranged by the double affliction in the sickness of 
Dr. Haigh and in the death of our beloved Dr. Halteman. The Churches 
throughout had learned to love Dr. Haigh, and were accustomed to his: 
methods. But the education of these eighteen years has been peculiarly 
tested during these last few months, and has revealed a real strength in 
the established habits and intelligence of the churches. They have mani- 


fested a live interest in our national Christian work, and have uniformly 


contributed to the cause of Home Missions. If the amount of such contri- 
butions has been less than in former years, this falling off must essentially 
be attributed to lack of money rather than lack of interest, but no material 
falling off has appeared. The accustomed income from this district has 
been maintained under the double trial of financial depression and of 
official changes. No greater proof were possible of the efficient training 
which has been given to this field. The territory has been well and wisely 
and persistently worked. 

The special work of the immediate future in this district must be alon 
the lines already inaugurated, extending itself more distinctly to the 
individual fields. Formerly the work of three men has been attempted. 
by one. A closer and more personal contact with the people must be 
sought than has hitherto been possible. 

During the short term of service of the present incumbent, $8,566.58. 


has come through the channel of this office. It would be difficult, if not. 


impossible, to find the exact comparison with former years, as the terri- 
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tory has been so recently subdivided that perfect adjustments have pot 
been effected. But we look forward to the future with hope and assur- 
ance. The cordial reception and the manifest interest give courage and 
enthusiasm. The deepest need of the people is a growing, intellectual 
spirit. This can be secured under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He 
goes before. 

Constantine, when laying out with the plow the line of the walls of the 
new city, Constantinople, refused to stop, saying: ‘‘I shall advance till 
He, the invisible guide who walks before me, shall stop.” So will we seek 
to go forward under the conquering banner of Jehova-Nissi. 


RED RIVER DISTRICT: MINNESOTA, NORTH AND SOUTH DAKOTA. 


OO. A. WILLIAMS, D.D., MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., SUPERINTENDENT OF MISSIONS AND 
DISTRICT SECRETARY, 


‘The Red River District is still to a large extent a Home Mission field. 
‘Even in Minnesota, the oldest of these three States, there are long 
stretches of country waiting for the settlers. In the northern part espe- 
cially busy and thriving towns have within the last few years sprung into 
existence, opening new doors of opportunity and laying upon the Christian 
worker new responsibilities. The two Dakotas form an empire in the 
extent of their territory ; but, as yet, only about half a million of settlers 
have found homes in both of these States. In North Dakota there are 
46,000,000 acres of land, and only 5,000,000 of these acres were in crops 
last year. When it is known that on this small fraction of its area 
50,000,000 bushels of wheat were produced, we may get some idea of the 
possibilities of its future. Plans are already projected to redeem by irri- 
gation even the arid portions of South Dakota by means of artesian wells, 
so that the Northwest will for many years to come increasingly attract the 
homeseekers of our own and other lands. 


IMMIGRATION, 


In each of these three States, Conventions have recently been held for 
the purpose of stimulating immigration by acquainting the world with the 
marvelous development of the Northwest, and its still more marvelous pos- 
sibilities. These Conventions were composed of leading citizens represent- 
ing every branch of business and enterprise, and they were marked by 
the utmost enthusiasm and unbounded faith in the future of this region. 
With the revival of business, immigration will unquestionably receive 4 
rew impetus. The missionary work, already so great, will demand 
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enlargement. May we have, as in the past, ‘‘ Children of Issachar, which 
were men that had understanding of the times to know what Israel ought 
to do.” : 


POPULATION, 


We have in this district a New World Scandinavia. Perhaps no 
department of our work is more promising than that which we are doing 
among this people. One-third of the Baptists of Minnesota are to be 
found in our Scandinavian Baptist churches. These churches are thor- 
oughly loyal to Baptist principles and usages, and in deep sympathy with 
our missionary enterprises at home and abroad, and, in many instances, like 
the Macedonian Christians, ‘‘ giving according to their power, yea, and 
beyond their power.” 

As to methods of work, I refer to the reports of the General Mis- 
sionaries of this district. Throughout the year the representative of the 
Home Mission Society has been in constant consultation with the General 
Missionaries of these three States, both personally and by letter, respect- 
ing the needs and interests of the work in general, and the many particular | 
cases that have needed special attention. It is a pleasure to record the 
perfect harmony, sympathy and co-operation that have characterized our 
‘united labor. Each one of these brethren has been ready and anxious to 
take a broad and unpartisan view of all questions pertaining to the work 
of the State Convention and the Home Mission Society. 


LABOR, 


It has been the aim of the District Secretary to strengthen the bond of 
sympathy between the churches and the Home Mission Society by exten- 
sive correspondence, and particularly by personal visitation. He has 
planned to visit one and, when possible, two or more churches every Sun- 
day throughout the year, and as many as practicable during the week, 
and with few exceptions he has been able to carry out this plan. Invariably 
he has received a hearty welcome. 3 


FINANCES, 


J am not able at the present date to report the amount of the offerings 
in this district, as the churches from which we expect our largest con- 
tributions will not report until the last week in March. The financial 
depression is felt more this year in this field than it was last year. Not- 
withstanding this fact, several of the churches that have reported have 
enlarged their contributions. Others, which were not heard from last 
year, have made their offerings, while still others have for the first time 
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put the Home Mission Society upon the list of their regular offerings. 
This is a hopeful indication of increasing benevolence in the future, with 
the return of prosperity. | 

HINDRANCES, 


The population is unsettled—particularly so in seasons of drought and 
hard times. The immigrant is generally poor; his first aim is to secure 
ahome. The critical time for establishing Christian work in these newer 
settlements comes when he is least able to do it. This district is in a 


peculiar sense a stronghold of Romanism and Lutheranism. The im- 


ported principles of these Old World religions violently oppose those 
doctrines which we, as a denomination, particularly emphasize. Such 
difficulties demand workers not easily or quickly discouraged—men of faith 
and hope. The bane of our churches is short pastorates. 


ENCOURAGEMENTS, | 


Many of the churches have been blessed with an outpouring of the 
Spirit and an increase in numbers and strength. 

While the Society has not had as much money at its disposal to put 
into the work of this field as similar organizations in other denominations, 
the work has been wonderfully blessed. 

God has opened before us as a denomination a very wide door of oppor- 
tunity and of usefulness in reaching the foreign-born population of these 
States. Under the influence of our institutions and in the free atmosphere 
of this country, the power of the State Church, as exercised in the home 
land, is greatly diminished. There is much dissatisfaction, and there 
are many divisions among the Lutherans, especially in the Northwest. 
When Germans and Scandinavians leave the mother Church, they leave 
it altogether. Baptist doctrines strongly appeal to their conviction. 
When these doctrines are received, they are received with the whole heart; 


they are Baptists from conviction. We are thus building strong American 


churches for the future. Soon the foreign features will disappear. 


MANITOBA, 


In taking “North America for Christ,” the Home Mission Society 
must needs pass the boundary of the United States. At the solicitation 
of the Baptists of Winnipeg, a visit was made in November to Manitoba. 
A few years ago work was begun among the Germans of this Province, 
which has been prospered in a marked degree. A similar movement was 
inaugurated last year among the Swedes, and the First Swedish Baptist 
church of Winnipeg was organized. Rev. L. M. Stolberg, long a District 
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Missionary in Minnesota, was called to its pastorate. He is also to have 
oversight of the work among the Swedes throughout the Province and the 
territories beyond. The Women’s Missionary Society of Manitoba 
became responsible for his support. They applied to our Society for aid, 
which was granted. The work opens with much promise. Already the 
little church has taken steps toward securing a lot for a building. May 
the Lord establish the work of their hands upon them. 


THE MISSOURI RIVER DISTRICT: IOWA, KANSAS, NEBRASKA, OKLAHOMA 
AND INDIAN TERRITORY. 


REV. N. B. RAIRDEN, OMAHA, SUPT. OF MISSIONS AND DISTRICT SECRETARY, 


The past year, for reasons which are fully set forth in my report as 
Superintendent of Missions, has not shown the increase in financial re- 
turns which had been hoped for. A larger proportion of my. time has 
been given to district-secretary work than any preceding year. The claims 
of the Society have been more widely recognized, and very kindly words 
have been spoken in its behalf. An effort has been made to bring about a 
greater degree of system in benevolent matters. In Iowa a plan of | 


SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE 


has been adopted. At the last meeting of the State Convention, at Bur- 
lington, a system was adopted which, it is hoped, will reach every part of 
the State. The State being already divided into four districts, and a Dis- 
trict Missionary being appointed to each, it was decided to recognize this 
as the basis. During the first quarter one district contributes to State 
Convention, another to Foreign Missions, another to the Home Mis- 
sion Society, and the fourth to Education and the Publication Society com- 
bined. The next quarter the plan is turned one quarter around, so that 
each quarter during the year has brought before it each of our recognized 
objects of benevolence. While this has served to reduce the receipts of 
this year, because only half of the State has been reached before our books 
close, in the future it will, no doubt, add very greatly to the amount 
received for benevolence. 

In Nebraska a somewhat similar plan has been adopted, except that 
there are five objects, and the State divided into five districts. This 
icaves the two months, September and October, for a general bringing up 
of delinquencies. The same system prevails in Kansas. 

DIFFICULTIES. 


The difficulty in making any systematic plan of beneficence effective is 
the tendency to overstep the bounds assigned to each object. Special 
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appeals are frequently made which tend to disarrange the whole system. 
However, it is hoped that more and more the Societies themselves will 
insist that their representatives shall confine their work to the district set 
apart for it during the time stated, and that special appeals will not be 
sent out from headquarters, insisting upon special contributions without 
regard to plans adopted by the churches and recommended by the State 
Conventions. 

The income for the general purposes of the Society from contributions 
and legacies in this district has been $6,259.88. This is an increase of 
$1,169.71 over the last year, and of $3,473.10 ever the year before. 

It is confidently expected, if we have reasonable crops the present year 
and the financial stringency is relieved, that the income for the Society 
from this district will be largely increased. The following is my report: 

I have traveled 38,143 miles, at a total expense for railroad fares, hotel 
bills, etc., of $318.92; postage, expressage, telegrams, etc., $287.38; 
stationery and printing, $143.65; stenographer and office help, $183.70; 
office rent, $60; insurance on office furniture, $2.40. About three-fourths 
of my time has been given to the superintendence of the work, and one- 
fourth to the collection of money for the Society. 

I visited 138 churches; attended 21 associations; delivered 295 ser- 
mons and addresses; attended 154 prayer-meetings ; made 710 religious 


visits ; wrote 6,384 letters and postal cards; have sent out over 80,000 
printed documents. | 


PACIFIC DISTRICT: OREGON, WASHINGTON AND CALIFORNIA. 
REV. C. A. WOODDY, PORTLAND, ORE,, DISTRICT SECRETARY, 


This report will cover but nine months of service, the district being 
created, and my appointment made, July rst, 1895. This district is the 
newest of the ten districts of the Society save one. The plan of my ap- 
pointment contemplated that my work should be carried forward in con- 
nection with my duties of editor of the Pacific Baptist. 

It is almost impossible to give to those unacquainted with the Pacific 
coast an adequate conception of the territory covered by the district. It 
includes the fields of the five Baptist Conventions of the Pacific coast. 
These cover British Columbia, Northern Idaho, Washington, Oregon, 
California, stretching over nearly eighteen degrees of latitude. A corre- 
sponding area on the east coast would be secured by drawin g a line from 
Pensaccla to Montreal, and including all the territory to the eastward in 
the United States. This is referred to that it may be seen how pleasant 
and convenient a thing it is to visit and keep in touch with the whol« of 
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the field. For the most part the relations of all the Conventions and 
churches in this district to the Home Mission Society have been through 
the prosecution of work within these several Conventions. The Society has 
had co-operative relations with these Conventions since their organization, 
and all funds contributed by the churches on this great field have gone into 
the local work. No general contributions have been made to the conti- 
nental work of the Society. For more than fifty years the Society has 
been assisting in the upbuilding of the churches of this Western field, and 
now organizes this district that its larger work may be laid before the 
churches and contributions made for its maintenance. Ihave been able to 
visit the whole field, and attend upon the annual Conventions of the whole 
district. The work of the Society has been presented, and the Conven- 
tions have all had favorable action, looking to making regular contributions 
to the Society’s work. In each of these meetings the District Secretary 
has been kindly received, and by formal action commended to the 
churches. Much literature has been distributed, and a considerable num- 
ber of articles written in the interests of the Society’s work have been 
printed in the columns of the Pacific Baptist. The relation of the 
churches to the Society is that of kindly gratitude for help in the past, or of 
willingness to help in the future. Some general facts, partly statistical and 
partly historical, will be of interest and of some value by way of com- 
parison, | 
CALIFORNIA. 


In this State the Society began work about 1849, and the first church in 
the State was organized about that date in San Francisco. There are now 
in the State 11 associations, 182 churches with a membership of 14,921, 
and a property valued at $724,949.50. Contributions last year reported 
for all purposes of $146,021.39. This is an average of nearly ten dollars 
capita. 

OREGON, 


Work was begun in Oregon by the Society in 1846, but the first 
church had been organized of some seven members a few months before 
the arrival of the appointed missionaries. There are now in the State 
10 associations with 133 churches, and a membership of 7,023 persons. The 
church valuation in the State is $324,210, and the contributions reported 
for last year amount to $40,972.50, which is nearly $6 fer capita. 

Washington conventions comprise a part of British Columbia on the 
west side of the mountains, and on the east side Northern Idaho is em- 
braced. The State, with these two additions, is divided into two Conven- 
tions, and comprises six Associations with about 116 churches and 6,721 
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members, contributing last year about $57,400, and having a church prop- 
erty valued at about $228,000. These contributions are at about the rate 
of $8.50 per member. 

These all show the membership of the district to be about 28,656, with 
an average annual contribution for all purposes of about $8.50, and a 
per capita valuation of property of about $44.50, which gives the total 


- amount of church property reported as about $1,277,846. 


The statistics cover the Convention which has seceded from our or- 
ganized denominational work, and since their statistics are very imper- 
fectly reported, the average for the State of Oregon appears lower than 


_ either of the other coast States. There are some signs that this division 


on the coast is healing, and I shall hope to report a far better state of 
things by another year. 


KANAWHA DISTRICT, WEST VIRGINIA, 
W. E. POWELL, D.D., PARKERSBURG, DISTRICT SECRETARY, 


The work of the American Baptist Home Mission Society was never so 
hopeful in this State as at this time. The work was never so well under- 
stood as now; it has a place in each of our Associations, a large percentage 
of our churches and Sunday-schools, and in the hearts of our people. 
With thirty-nine railroads built and others being built, the rapid develop- 
ment of the State is assured; a good system of public schools has thrown a 
flood of light on our young people. More reading and a higher grade of 
books, periodicals and papers promise much for the future. 

Every part of the State is now accessible and the demand for mission- 
aries was never so great as at this time. Our people are giving much more 
attention to the towns and centers of population than in other years. 
During the last year we have begun work in no less than five county seats 
long neglected by Baptists. 

One of our greatest needs at this time is a larger number of thoroughly 
competent young men as missionaries, and larger means with whic _ to 
prosecute the work. 

Not in thirty years has money been so scarce as during the last two, 
and yet we are pushing out into new fields, building church edifices and 
planning for enlarged work. While many of our churches give for Home 
Missions, the aggregate is small. Ten years ago no legacy had ever been 
given for Home Missions in this State, while during the last year alone 
legacies aggregating $100,000 have been reported, and it is now expected 
that during the next year a part of this will be paid. 

After a careful study of many of the most important mission fields, we — 


» 
ag? 
a 
4 
‘3 
On 
mon 
4 
i> 
‘ 
4 
4 
4 
3 ty 
ag] 
<j 
*4 
| 
7 
. 
4 j 
q rn 
. 
44 
a 
he « 
- 
| 
Ad 
al 
ra 
, 


1896. | ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. 41 


are prepared to state with deliberation and emphasis, that larger returns 
can be secured, with a reasonable outlay of money, in West Virginia than 
in any other State in the Union. 

The Society has been expending about $3,000 per year in West 
Virginia, but the time has come when the amount should be doubled, and 
even then we could hardly keep up with the increase of population and the 
rapidly growing demands of this inviting mission field. . 


II]. MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT. 


The missionary work as at present prosecuted by your Board may 
be separated for convenience into the following classes : 

1. Western missions. The West, with a somewhat changeable 
signification, is yet with us, and will for decades remain a missionary 
field. All the essential characteristics which have commended it in 
the past to the attention of Christian people still abide. Missionary 
efforts of Christian people of varied denominations prosecuted so 
_ zealously, intelligently and liberally in the past, have wrought great 
transformation, and have been very largely influential in laying 
foundations of Christian commonwealths and of developing Western 
society according to Christian standards. There are yet many un- 
settled portions of the country destined to be heavily populated ; 
there are communities, towns, villages, cities, Territories and States 
now in process of formation where forces are plastic and circum- 
stances favorable to missionary effort, and where the forces of evil 
are sO Numerous and so intense that they will work remediless 
disaster unless resisted by the positive Christian forces which mis- 
sionary efforts provide. 

2. The foreign populations. From 1820 to 1893 more than 
twenty million people from foreign countries have taken up their 
abode in America and become part of our national life. The tide 
that has flowed so steadily not only does not diminish, but threatens 
(0 increase in volume, and to abound more and more in those > 
elements that call most loudly for missionary labor. Immigrants 
‘rom England and Scotland and from Scandinavia readily assimi- 
late with Americans and adopt Protestant religious principles, while 
those from Poland, Austro-Hungary and Italy, especially the more 
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illiterate, superstitious and degraded classes, resist more stubbornly 
the political influences of intelligent liberty, and also the appeals 
made to them by Protestant missionaries. Multitudes, indeed the 
mass of them, have been born and reared in the Roman Catholic 
faith, and so possess the form of godliness in some degree at least, 
but show very little of the power of the Gospel as an influence 
transforming the life and directing it in accordance with the highest 
Christian standards. In no spirit of narrowness, sectarianism or 
-proselytism, but impelled by a sense of obligation to our Master to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ in its simplicity and purity as set 
forth in the New Testament, our missionaries everywhere among the 
foreigners have sought to win them from their errors, their supersti- 
tions, their image worship, and to lead them into the liberty where- 
with the Gospel of Christ makes men free. 

3. City missions, The tendency of population to crowd into 
cities, so characteristic of modern times, seems rather to intensify 
with us, and all its evils are magnified by the steady inflow of a semi- 
helpless mass from foreign lands. While the vigorous, enterprising, 
intelligent, independent classes seek the country and lay the founda- 
tions of thrift, comfort and competency on the farm, the muttitudes 
without money, without skill, without learning, clog the cities, where 
many of them crowd the tenement houses, frequent saloons, and en- 
large the borders of the slum districts, out of which issue in increasing 
numbers the vagabonds, beggars and criminals that infest society. 
The urgency of city mission work is being felt with increasing force, 
not only by the Christian churches, but even by those who are moved 
only by considerations of the health of municipal politics. We think 
the time is ripe, as soon as the churches will furnish the means, for 
this Society to undertake on a somewhat large, liberal, aggressive 
scale, in co-operation with city mission societies, a work for the 
purification and redemption of the so-called Down-town Districts. 

4. Our missionary work among the Indians makes steady progress, 
and yields very satisfactory results for the labor and money expended. 

5. Missionary work among the Negroes. The plan of co-opera- 
tion, which is set forth more fully in the report of the Field Secretary, 
has engaged the attention of your Board during the year, and very 
decided progress of the most hopeful character has been made. So 
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far as can now be seen, this plan, if carried into successful operation 
in every State in the South, would undoubtedly mark a “ new era,” 
indeed, in the whole religious history of the colored people of this 
country. 

6. Work in Mexico. All students of contemporaneous history 
are profoundly impressed with the great transformation, political, 
industrial, educational and religious, slowly taking place in the 
Republic of Mexico. After centuries of troubled sleep, our sister 
Republic is slowly awaking to the increasing light of the nineteenth 
century, and is gradually freeing herself from the- benumbing, de- 
pressing, degrading influences of the medieval papacy forced upon 
her by her Spanish conquerors. The Protestant missions within 
her borders are among the regenerative forces enabling her to take 
her place among modern progressive people. The Baptist mis- 
sionaries were the first to proclaim to the Mexicans the Gospel of 
light and liberty. Foundations deep and lasting have been laid and 
the time is opportune for building thereon. Our work is limited only 
by lack of means for its proper prosecution. 

The following presents a summary exhibit of the missionary work 
of the Society. 

The whole number of laborers, missionaries and teachers, sup- 
ported wholly or in part by the Society, has been 1,147. 

These have been distributed as follows: In the New England States, 
44; in the Middle and Central States, 57; in the Southern States, 
235; in the Western States and Territories, 772; in the Canadian 
Dominion, 13; in Mexico, 26. French missionaries have wrought 
in 7 States; Scandinavian missionaries, in 23 States and Manitoba ; 
German missionaries, in 18 States and Canada ; colored missionaries, 
in 21 States and ‘lerritories. 

Among the foreign population there have been 246 missionaries ; 
among the colored people, 43; the Indians, 23; the Mexicans, 20; 
and among Americans, 528. 

The Society aids in the maintenance of 35 established schoo's for 
the colored people, the Indians and the Mexicans. There are 15 day 
schools for the Chinese, and other day schools as follows: 2 in Utah, 
and 1 in New Mexico. 


The missionaries have represented seventeen nationalities or peo- 
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ples, viz.: Americans, Germans, French, Portuguese, Swedes, Danes, 
Norwegians, Finns, Welsh, Bohemians, Poles, 
Chinese, Mexicans, Italians and Jews. 


Indians, Negroes, 


The particular distribution of these laborers is as follows: 


Maine... 


2\Tenn. .. 


Not 336 
Aw i. Te. 
Miss. . . .10- Oklahoma . 


Md. ... 1/Tex. . . . 30|No, Dak. . 


Va... . 20|Mich. . . 16)Wyom. . . 


BY. 


8 


az\Idaho. . . 10 

34 
. . 52 
37|Manitoba. . 2 
49 Brit. Columbia 6 
41\Assiniboia . 1 
30 Alberta . I 
13/Ontario . . 3 

men. . . . 20 
39 
11; Total . 1,147 


Number of Laborers 
Weeks of Labor 


RESULTS OF THE YEAR’S WORK, | 


Churches and Out-Stations Supplied 


Sermons Preached 


Prayer-Meetings Attended 
Religious Visits Made 

Bibles and Testaments Distributed 
Pages of Tracts Distributed 


Received by Baptism 


Received by Letter and Experience 


Total Church Membership 


Churches Organized 


1,147 
37,110 
2,015 
92,382 
54.781 
2438, 370 
10,891 
4,190, 149 


Sunday-schools under Care of Missionaries.../........--.--------- 
Attendance at Sunday-schools 
Benevolent Contributions Reported 


Number of Commissions to Missionaries and Teachers .........---- 


RESULTS OF SIXTY-FOUR YEARS. 


- Weeks of Service Reported 


19,031 
7075545 
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*Religious Visits to Families and Individuals.........-.. 4,450,202 


* During last fifty-five years. 


CLASSIFIED. TABLE OF MISSIONARIES, ETC., OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME 
MISSION SOCIETY—FROM 1871 TO 1896, INCLUSIVE. 


MISSIONARIES. | SCHOOLS. 
we | we | we | tow | | || & 
i 
1871....| 352 | 149] 25 15 4 3 10 | 73 904 
1872....) 424 | 265 | 29 | 14 7 4 4 7] 19 | 831) 38 
1873....| 435 | 289 | 29 6 6 3 7 | 68 25 | 36 
1874....| 330 | 230} 38 9 8 I 8 13 21 670 77 
1875....| 334 | 219] 40 12 6 I 6 28 26 795 22 
1876....| 260 | 128 | 54 10 6 I 17 31 848}; 18 
1877-+--| 230 | 109 37 10 4 I 13 15 i 4t 871|| 13 
1878 ...| |} 200} II 4 12 19 r || 8 36 | 1,050]; 24 
1879....| 236 | 208! 92 15 10 21 8 44 1,041 I> 
1880 281 | 158 | 36 18 5 9 15 2 || 8 38 | 1.191 6 
1881 392 209 | 40 30 6 II 21 || 1,649|| 16 
1882....| 513 | 202 | 46 41 6 2 12 89 | 2,151 66 
1883... 7| 388! 5st 40 9 4 8 23 2 $14 the 2,576|| 97 
1884 636 | 359 | 52 53 10 6 15 23 zr || 39 126 | 3,090,| 106 
1885 | 356] 65 62 9 8 14 31 r 149 | 3,182|| 123 
1886 669 319 | 72 69 10 10 13 27 2 || 17 | 147 | 3,326) 62 
1887....| 673 | 319 | 975 64 II 13 14 14 3 || 28 | 158) 3,113 62 
1888 733 | 355 | 68 74 12 14 18 20 4 || 18 | 165 | 3,661); 88 
1889 ...| 78t | 3741] 69 87 14 15 21 23 5 | 20| 170 | 3,406 7° 
15g6 824 | 391 68 . 15 13 19 | 27 5 lian 184 | 5,081 87 
1891 938 | 443 | 69 | 114 15 15 24 3 6 i 26) 216 | 6,163 88 
1892....| 1053 | 505 | 70 | 126 15 18 ar | 3t 5 || 27 | 256 | 6,687|| 
1893 1082 | 524 2 123 17 31 17 35 7 35 | 246 |? 5,493|| 110 
1894.-..| | 479 | 8x | 12g | | 26 | 35 | 42 8 | 36 293 | 5,053]; 84 
1895....| 1200 | 69 | 139 25 17 24 43 8 | 52 | 2571 5,794|| 89 
1896....| 1947 66 | 146 24 20 23 43 4 | 53 | 287 | 5,876] 93 


*The plan of co-operation in the States of New York, Michigan and Illinois terminated in 
1°75, and 73 missionaries in these States were transferred to the care of their respective State Con- 
ventions, 

| Not including Secretaries and Agents. 

' The decrease of missionaries among the Freedmen after 1873 is largely accounted for by the 
fact that students were no longer commissioned as teachers and missionaries during their summer 
vacations. 

) Including about ten teachers of Government day schools in Indian Territory. 

| Not reported. | 

_ Also in_ 1888, 1889, and 1890: Among Poles, 1; among Bohemians, 1. In 1888: Among 
Welsh, 1. In 1889 an 1890: Among Portuguese, 1. In 1891: Among Poles, 2; among Bohe- 
mians, 3; among Finns, 1, In 1892: also in 1893: Among Bohemians, 1; among Poles, 1; among 
hions, 1; among Welsh, 1. In 1893-4: Among Bohemians, 1; among Poles, 1 ; among Finns, 1; 
among Portuguese, 1. In 1894-5: Among Finns, 1; among Portuguese. 1; among Poles, 1; among 
Italians, 1; among Bohemians, 1; among Welsh, 1. _In 1895-6: Among Finns, 2; among Portuguese, 
1; among Poles, 1; among Italians, 3; among Bchemians, 1; among Welsh, 1; among Jews, 1. 

: Several schools failed to report. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS AND GENERAL MISSIONARIES. 


The following is the list of Superintendents and General Mis- 
sionaries the past year: 

Mississippi Division—W. M. Haigh, D.D., Marquette Building, 204 Dearborn 
Street, Chicago, 

Rocky Mountain Division—H. C. Woods, D.D., Colorado Springs, Col. 

Red River District—O. A. Williams, D.D., Minneapolis, Minn. 

Missouri River District—Rev. N. B. Rairden, Omaha, Neb. 

Wisconsin—Rev. D. W. Hulburt, Wauwatosa. 

Minnesota—Rev. E. R. Pope, Minneapolis. 

Iowa—Rev. E. P. Bartlett, Des Moines. 

North Dakota—Rev. W. L. Van Horn, Fargo. 

South Dakota—T. M. Shanafelt, D.D., Huron. 

Nebraska—Rev. A. W. Clark, Omaha. 

Kansas—Rev. E. B. Meredith, Topeka. | 

Indian and Oklahoma Territories—Rev, L. J. Dyke, Lawrence, Kans. 

Montana and South Idaho— Rev. L. G. Clark, Helena, Mont. 

Colorado and New Mexico—Rev. Geo. P. Wright, Denver. 

East Washington and North Idaho—Rev. A. M. Allyn, Spokane, Wash. 

Washington—Reyv. D. D. Proper, 1211 Washington Street, Seattle. 

Oregon—Reyv. Gilman Parker, 162 Second Street, Portland. . 

Northern California—Rev. W. H. Latourette, Oakland. 

Southern California and Arizona—Rev. W. W. Tinker, Los Angeles. 

Utah and Southwestern: Wyoming—Rev. S. G. Adams, Salt Lake City. 

The Indians—J. S. Murrow, D,D., Atoka, Ind. Ter. | 

The French—Rev. J. N. Williams, 22 Arch Street, Providence, R. I. 


The Germans—Rev. G. A. Schulte, 320% Webster Street, Jersey City 
Heights, N. J. 


MISSISSIPPI DIVISION: ILLINOIS (NORTHERN HALF), WISCONSIN, 
MINNESOTA, IOWA, NEBRASKA, KANSAS, NORTH 


AND SOUTH DAKOTA. 
W. M. HAIGH, D.D., CHICAGO, ILL,, GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 


The boundaries of this division remain the same as reported last year. 
Two changes have been made among the workers—one in Illinois and the 
other in Wisconsin. In consequence of the severe prostration of the 
General Superintendent last Spring, it became evident to the Board that 
the time had come when the double service of District Secretary and 
General Superintendent should be divided, and the latter should be rc- 
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lieved to give his full strength to the Mississippi Division. Accordingly, 
after much inquiry, Rev. J. B. Thomas, pastor of the First Church, 
Topeka, Kansas, was appointed District Secretary for the Chicago District, 
entering on his full duties November 1, 1895. His experience both as 
missionary and pastor, and his wide acquaintance in Illinois, give him 
special qualifications for this service; and he has been received with 
marked favor by both pastors and churches. This reinforcement gives 
promise of enlarged efficiency both for the district and the division. 

The change in Wisconsin was caused by the sudden death of Dr. D. E. 
Halteman, our General Missionary. Although still suffering from the 
affliction which had been upon him for several years, he pursued his loved 
work with unwonted energy and devotion during the last year, seeking in 
every way to compensate by personal effort for the unusual disabilities 
which have rested on missionary work in these times, and in some _ respects 
his friends had begun to hope that he might yet continue with us for some 
time. Really, however, his strength was exhausted, and after a sickness 
of but two or three days, ‘‘ he ceased at once to work and live.” Entering 
on the service January, 1884, he completed, except a few days, twelve 
years of most arduous and successful labor. He brought to his work un- 
usual gifts and experience in the kind of service needed; and his deep 
conviction and unswerving fidelity enabled him to carry our mission work 
into the new Wisconsin, and to organize the resources of the State for its 
support. A map of the missionary work as it was when he took it, and 
another with that work as he left it, constitute a monument that tells 
its own story, and bears significant testimony to the vigor, the wisdom and 
devotion of those years. His name will long be held in sacred and loving 
memory by the Baptist and Christian people of Wisconsin. Rev. D. W, 
Hulburt, of Wauwatosa, who has spent most of his ministerial life in the 
State, has been appointed General Missionary, and has entered on his 
work with the cordial support of the entire State. 


TRIALS AND TRIUMPHS, 


The miracle of the burning bush seems to be repeated in much of our 
missionary work, The disabilities of new States and regions even in the 
best of times are very great, and it is only through much tribulation that 
the kindom of God grows. But these disabilities have been much aggra- 
vated and the tribulation largely increased for two years past, so that to 
outward observation it has seemed as though the bush must be consumed. 
And yet we find that often these trials are attended with such spiritual | 
compensation, such renewals of faith, such earnest devotion, such lofty 


- 


e 


~ 


ayy 
4 
: 
. 
¥ 
& 
i 


AS 


48 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD.  [1896. 


self-sacrifice, that we are compelled to say, ‘‘Lo, God is here, let us 
adore.” 

This division includes principally the great Mississippi and Missouri 
valleys, with a limited region of mining country—the Black Hills. In 
local sections the drought and scarcity of the previous year have been re- 
peated, adding to the suffering and discouragement; but in many regions 
the crops have been good and in some parts abundant, but the prices have 
been:so low that little is realized from them, and the pressure of debts in- 
curred in the past has not been relieved. The churches have found in- 
creasing difficulty in raising their share of pastoral support, causing 
numerous pastoral changes and weakening the pastoral force seriously in 
some States. With even average crops it will take several years for them 
to recover from the disintegrating effects of the drought and the financial 
and social disturbances of the past two years. | 

But it may be as truly said of many of our mission forces as Paul said 
of himself, ‘‘ Though the outward man perish, the inward man is renewed 
day by day.” This is evident from the spirit of the leading workers, as the 
accompanying reports will show. One of them whose field is among the 
most trying, writes: ‘* Allow me to tell you that I am enjoying the work 
here in spite of the peculiarly hard times we are passing through.” This 
spirit has prevailed extensively among the churches; they have had the 


courage to ‘‘ build the wall even in troublous times,” and reports of ex- 


tensive revivals in all the States have been the result. In some instances 
churches have doubled their membership and influence. There probably 
has never been such a call for evangelistic labor as in the past few months, 
and several of the States have appointed State evangelists whose labor has 
been much blessed. In Nebraska and Wisconsin the fruits have been rich. 
In other States increased use is being made of District Missionaries with 
great encouragement. | 


CITY EVANGELIZATION, 


This aggressiveness is still further seen in increased attention to city 
evangelization. Year by vear the importance of this work is pressing with 
growing painfulness upon State and City Mission Boards. The enormous 
growth of the cities, the concentration in them of commercial, political 
and social forces and the vast influence thereby exerted on the States at 
large, is fast making religious work in the cities become a paramount con- 
sideration. No word uttered by the Society fora good while was so quickly 
heard and so keenly welcomed as -that which indicated a purpose to 
enter upon enlarged work in our principal cities. Our own experience, as 
well as that of other denominations, makes it certain that the national 
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strength needs to be brought into co-operation with local forces if these 
gigantic problems are to find solution. In these young Western cities are 


to be found the finest field and the richest promise for such combined 
efforts. 


FOREIGN POPULATION, 


The work among the foreign population is receiving increased attention 
in all the States and is justifying by its results increased support. There is 
no portion of our service more cheering than this. In spite of hard times 
these people by their great self-sacrifice are making distinct advance. In 
Minnesota and Northern Illinois, where the need is greatest, the results 
have been most marked. In Chicago and vicinity, buildings under way a 
year ago have been completed. At Austin a house has been erected by 
the Swedes. The Salem Swede Church is paying for their additional lot. 
The Pilgrim Scandinavian Church, with the help of the Society, is engaged 
in strenuous grapple with their debt. The Third German Church has 
started in on the payment of their mortgage. The Swedes of Humboldt 
Park, after filling their house until it will hold no more, have by their faith 
and zeal so affected the heart of a liberal man, not even a Christian, that 
he has secured for them a corner lot worth $5,000, paying $2,500 himself. 
The church has paid $2,000 and is now engaged in raising the $500, which 
will leave them free to accept the task of building. The story ot the long- 
continued and agonizing prayer meetings which led to this consummation, 
sounds like a chapter out of the Acts of the Apostles. At Joliet a com- 
modious house has been built by our German brethren with stern sacrifice 
and victorious faith. There is every encouragement to push the work 
among these vast and needy peoples. Even beyond our borders a most 
promising Swede interest has opened up at Winnipeg, Manitoba, where an 
experienced missionary has been appointed, and the latest intelligence an- 
nounces most hopeful extension out into the provinces. 


FINANCES. 


While the direct raising of money is no part of this Superintendency, 
yet the financial policy in respect to the Treasuries of both the Conven- 
tions and the Society is of great importance in reference to the development 
of Missionary States. The accompanying reports give the figures for the 
Convention, but a word needs to be added in respect to the distinct col- 
lections for the general work of the Society outside of the Conventions. 
The time has gone by when we can consider it sufficient for a missionary 
State to contribute exclusively for work within its own borders, waiting 


= 


Pd 


bse 
| 
| 
# 
+t 
wt 
i 
> 
to 
» 
Av 
tig 
Re 
Ps 


> » 


until it becomes independent of the Society before presenting to it the re- 
sponsibility of caring for the national work. Too long was it done in the 
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older West with sad consequences not to the Society alone, but to the 
States themselves. Just asthe Society in building up a new State must 
not only build up individual churches, but also a central Convention, which 
ultimately can take charge of the State work, so must it also build up in 
the hearts of the churches and the Convention a living interest in national 


evangelization. Our work will not be well done if this aspect of it is left 


out, and the future career of the States will bear witness to the neglect. 
The secretaries in this division are giving earnest attention to this task, 


and during the past year have by personal effort and printed message 


sought tu deepen conviction in the churches on this question. It was 
inevitable that the influences which have harassed and hindered the Con- 
ventions should leave their mark on this work. In addition, two States are 
adopting the system of State districts for collecting purposes, so that the 
Society has had the opportunity at this time of canvassing only one-half 


‘their territory. It would not, therefore, have been surprising if we had 


met with a marked reduction at the present time. But while the full 
figures are not yet received, enough is known to indicate that last year's 


figures in the Red River and Missouri River Districts have been fully 
maintained and somewhat exceeded. All which indicates not only the 
earnest efficiency of the secretaries, but also that our present organization, 
‘in ordinary times, will prove as efficient for financial as it has proved for 


missionary purposes. 


CONVOCATION, 


Perhaps the most important event of the year in this division has been 


‘the Convocation on American Missions, held at the University of Chicago. 


It seemed imperative that something ‘should be done to give our rising 
ministry some adequate conception of the needs of America and of the 
gigantic work in which we are engaged. The welcome and hearty co- 
operation of President Harper and Dean Hulburt encouraged the enlist- 
‘ment of our foremost workers, including the Corresponding and Field 


‘Secretaries, Dr. H. C. Woods of the Mountain Division, Dr. Williams and 


and Rev.N. B. Rairden of this division, besides a goodly number of pastors 
and professors. The professors and students of the Divinity School, both in 


‘the English and foreign departments, and the teachers and students of the 


Training School of the Women’s Society, were relieved from recitations and 
duties, and were present in force. The pastors of the city and a number from 
abroad, with many members of their churches, were also in attendance, 
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and shared in the inspiring and uplifting services. Although the weather 
was unusually severe, the 20th and 21st of February were occupied by six 
sessions, and one for special prayer, in which American missions and the 
principles underlying them were discussed by men who had thoroughly 
prepared themselves for their task ; and who presented a panorama of our 
great work so vivid and impressive that its image will long remain with the 
_ Jarge and interested gatherings present at every service. From the first 
service to the last the interest was kept at the highest point, leading men 
of widest experience to say that the whole convocation surpassed any similar 
services they had ever attended. The prevailing atmosphere was one of 
high spiritual thought and intense devotion. 


THE MISSOURI RIVER DISTRICT: IOWA, KANSAS, NEBRASKA, OKLAHOMA 


AND INDIAN TERRITORY, 


REV. N. B, RAIRDEN, OMAHA, NEB., SUPERINTENDENT OF MISSIONS AND DISTRICT 
SECRETARY, 


The past year has been the most trying one, in many respects, through 
which this territory has passed. The financial depression, which has so 
seriously affected matters further East, has been greatly intensified in the 
West, because of the fact that the people were less prepared to meet it. 
Probably two-thirds of the people were involved for the purchase of prop- 
erty or in the prosecution of their business before the stringency began. This 
has made it almost impossible for them to meet their obligations. In addi- 
tion to the financial stringency in a large part of the district, there has been 
an unprecedented drought. Fully three-fifths of this district has thus been 
afilicted for three years in succession ; while in the remainder of the district 
about one good average crop has been produced in three years. The re- 
sult has been disastrous to every enterprise, because the people have been 
impoverished. The State Conventions have been able to do much less 
than formerly for the support of missionaries, which has thrown that much 
more responsibility upon the Society. There are about 1,800 churches in 
my district; fully 500 of them, a fair proportion being in good sized 
towns and villages, must suspend operations for a season, or become €n- 
tirely extinet, unless by some means help can be secured, and that imme- 
diately. These 500 churches contributed $5,000 during the Centennial 
Year to Foreign Missions, and contributed liberally in other directions. 
Last year they did not contribute $500, because they could not. Every 
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would become strong and efficient. We needeveryoneofthem. In many 


these churches to die, it means that we shall have to go right over the 


52 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. | 1896. 


cause will be poorer if they are allowed to becomeextinct. These churches 
are well located asa rule, and if they could receive help for a few years, 


instances the communities will be left without Gospel privileges if they are 
allowed to suspend. | | 


WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY? 


The State Boards of Irrigation in both Kansas and Nebraska assure us 
that about one-third the area of each State can be irrigated by the surface 
streams, and that another third can be irrigated by means of wells and 
windmills. As soon as the country can adjust itself to this new condition, 
it will be more densely populated than any unirrigated section of our coun- 
try, because irrigated land can be made to produce four times as much as 
the average land without irrigation. The soil is here. But if we allow 


ground again and plant others, with the added discouragement caused by 
former failure. This is one of the most serious problems before our de- 
nomination at the present time. 


FORMER SUCCESS. 


That the work of the Society has been very prosperous, it is only neces- 
sary to point to the fact that during the past ten years there has been 
a net increase in lowa of 40 per cent., Nebraska of 159 per cent., Kansas 
of 110 per cent., Indian Territory about 100 per cent., and in Oklahoma 
the 180 churches have all been organized during that time. 


IOWA. 


There has been a very earnest effort made on the part of our people to 
supply the destitution, and nearly $1,000 more was raised during the past 
year than in the preceding one. Rev. E. P. Bartlett, our efficient General 
Missionary, has done excellent work. The State has probably never been 
more thoroughly alive in spiritual things than during the past year. Forty- 
one missionaries have been under appointment during the whole or part of 
the year. At least fifty other churches ought to have been assisted, and 
many are suffering seriously because of our inability to help them. ‘There 
is very much land yet to be possessed in this State, and the Lord has given 
us, as a denomination, a hold upon the State which I believe is second to 
none. The Society only appropriates $1,500 for missions in addition to 
what is raised by the State Convention and, for church edifice work, an 
amount equal to that raised by the State. 


\ 
om 
AS 
Peg 
* 
a8 
‘ 
us 
3 
3 
4 
| 
ite 
Be 
et 
wet 
4 
“fi 
a 
by ~ 
» 4 
a 


1896. | ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. 53 


KANSAS, 


The receipts of the State Convention have been greatly reduced by the 
fact that many of the people have been impoverished. Fifty-eight mis- 
sionaries have been under appointment during the whole or part of the 
year. It is estimated that there have been 100 churches in the State that 
have been without a pastor during the entire year. Our utter inability 
to assist worthy and needy churches in supporting a pastor has caused 
the development of a system of District Missionaries to meet the present 
emergency. The State has been divided into five districts, and a mission- 
ary appointed to each. Rev. E. B. Meredith, our General Missionary, 
has shown himself to be admirably adapted to the work in Kansas. 
He is recognized everywhere as a wise, faithful leader. He is doing his 
utmost, with the means at command, to help every church needing assist- 
ance. The Society appropriated last year $6,000 in addition to what was 
raised by the State Convention, for the support of missionaries in Kansas, 
and pays $2 to each $1 raised in the State for church edifice work. - 


NEBRASKA, 


Rev. A. W. Clark, General Missionary, has rendered excellent service 
during the past year. The receipts of the Convention were less than the 
preceding year, from reasons already given; but much has been done to 
increase the efficiency of the missionary force already under appointment. 
The Home Mission Society appropriated $6,000 last year for the support 
of missionaries in Nebraska, and pays $2 to each $1 raised in the State for 
church edifice work. Fifty-eight missionaries have been under appoint- 
ment during the whole or part of the year. There are 100 churches in 
the State that have been without any pastoral care for the entire year, 
and there is no hope for them for years to come, unless they can be en- 
couraged and helped in a liberal way. A movement was started last year 
in the line of down-town evangelization, but owing to the great stress in 
which our churches found themselves, action was indefinitely postponed. 


It is hoped, however, that the way may be opened in the near future for a 


down-town mission to be established in Omaha. 


STATE EVANGELISTS, 


A new departure in our mission work in Nebraska has been taken by the 
appointment of State Evangelists, who are furnished a tent and $100 per 
year from our mission funds. The remainder of their support they are 2x- 
pected to secure from the places where they labor. There have been so 
manv irresnonsible men who have set themselves up as evangelists, simply 
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to prey upon the churches, that it was thought wise to take this action ip 
order that there might be tried and true men in the State who could be 
secured for evangelistic work. They labor under the direction of the Gen-_ 
eral Missionary, who aims to send them alternately to strong and weak 
churches, and in this way they do a large amount of missionary work, 
helping the smaller churches as well as the larger ones. We believe 
that the movement has in it the promise of great good to the churches. 


OKLAHOMA AND INDIAN TERRITORY, 


All our work, with the exception of that among the Indians, has been 
combined under the direction of one General Missionary, Rev. L. J. Dyke, 
who is a most efficient man for the place. The opportunities for us as a 
people are very great. The appropriations to the Indian Territory and 
Okiahoma have been $8,500 each for missions. By reorganization, the 
number of missionaries in these two Territories has been increased fully 
50 per cent. over what it was two years ago, without increasing the amount 
of money expended. ‘There has been an effort in some quarters to arouse 
sectional strife. The people being about evenly divided between Northern 
and Southern, there has been opportunity for those who desire to do so to 
cause much friction. However, there seems to be a better understanding of 
matters within the last few months. The mixed population has made 
missionary work much more difficult than in other sections of the country, 
either North or South. Still there has been a healthful increase in most 
of the churches. The great difficulty is in securing right-minded men for 
pastors. We need men who by education and experience are fitted to deal 
with the difficult problems constantly presented. It is estimated that there 
are 300,000 white people in the Indian Territory and about 250,000 in 
Oklahoma. Our missionary forces ought to be greatly increased. There 
is pressing need for largely-increased appropriations. Hundreds of places 
are without the Gospel, and, while the country is new and the churches 
weak, we ought to do our utmost to aid them. Sixty-two missionaries 
have been under appointment to preach to others than Indians. There 
nave been more than 100 missionaries and missionary teachers employed 
by the Society in the two Territories. 


THE COLORED POPULATION, 


It is estimated by a recent writer that there are more than 50,000 colored 
peopi¢ in Oklahoma and the Indian Territory. Those in the Indian Ter- 
ritory are largely the former slaves of the Indians, while those in Oklahoma 
came, most of them, from the Black Belt in the South. Many oi the 
preachers are unable to read and write, and the people are from among the 
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most ignorant in the South. We have had a District Missionary, Rev. J. 
W. Dunjee, and five missionary pastors among these colored people. The 
people are very poor. They need money to build houses of worship; they 
must be helped in the support of pastors, and some system must be adopted 
whereby they can receive religious instruction in the way of institutes or 
otherwise. 


THE INDIANS, 


These form a separate department in this district, with our excellent 
brother, Rev. J. S. Murrow, D. D., as Superintendent in Oklahoma and 
the Indian Territory. There have been twenty-three missionaries under 
appointment, with over $6,000 appropriated for their support. These have 
labored for distinctively Indian churches and communities, giving their whole 
time to purely Indian work. This number ought to be greatly increased. 
There have been four schools supported for the Indians and one for the 
colored people. The work among the blanket Indians has been of special 
importance and has been remarkably successful. God has opened the way 


to the hearts of these people and our missionaries have wrought nobly for — 


them. Dr. Murrow’s report will furnish details of our missions for the past 
year among them. 


SUMMARY, 


Two hundred and forty-two missionaries have been under appointment 
in this district; with 500 we could not supply its destitution. Oh, that God 
would open the hearts of his people to enable us to take this empire for 


His Son! ‘*Say. not, there are yet four months, and then cometh the 


harvest. Behold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, 
for they are white already to harvest.” 


WISCONSIN. 
REV. D, W, HULBURT, WAUWATOSA, GENERAL MISSIONARY, 


We have to record the death of our lamented Rev. D. E. Halteman, 
D.D., who for twelve years triumphantly led the work in this great] State 


as our General Missionary. Large progress has been made under the 


leadership of this prince in Israel. He rests from his labors and his works 
follow him. 

As to the work of the past year, considering the times, we have great 
cause for thankfulness. We have suffered severely on some of our mission 
fields as the result of the financial paralysis. The membership in some 
churches has been depleted one-half. The resignation of some? of our 
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best and strongest missionaries has been a serious drawback, but with it all 
the bright and inspiring forces have been with us. We closed the year 
with a balance in the treasury. 
. The plan of co-operation between the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society and the State Convention has been continued during the year, 
with the same gratifying results as in other years. 
The Treasurer reported balance on hand from 1894, $938.15; received 
from churches, Woman’s Circles and Sunday-schools, $7,056; from mis- 
cellaneous sources, $415.02; from American Baptist Home Mission Society, 
$2,750. Total, $11,159.17. 
The number of missionaries in the service of the Board during the year 
was 69, of which 45 were English-speaking, 12 Danes and Norwegians and 
12*Swedes. Churches supplied, 69; out-stations, 73 ; sermons preached, 
6,654; prayer meetings held, 3,658; religious visits made, 19 371; weeks 
of labor, 2,335. There were 8 churches organized, 403 persons received 
‘by baptism and 295 by letter. Total, 698. 
Our mission churches gave to benevolence, $3,883.09; to pastors’ sup- 
port,’$14, 588.25 ; to other home expenses, $4,057.07; to Sunday-school 
expenses, $1,424.33; to chapels, parsonages, church improvements, 
$13,184.95 Total, $37,137.69. 
Twenty five student missionaries have been employed who gave a total 

of nine years of missionary service and received by baptism, 85; by 
letter, 72. Scandinavian work has given total baptisms, 199, and a total 
membership of 2,005 ; three new churches organized ane three chapels 
completed and dedicated. 
The results of this year’s work fall a little below those of last year, but . 

we believe that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
and,we are doing with our might what our hands find to do. 


MINNESOTA. 
REV. E, R, POPE, MINNEAPOLIS, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


Mission work in Minnesota the past year presents many features of 1n- 
terest. Prominent among these is the financial condition. The stress in 
the large cities has not lifted perceptibly, though there is better adjustment 
to changed conditions. Immense crops were harvested, but prices have 
been so low that but little has been realized. Yet, in spite of this diff- 
culty, the obligations for the year’s mission work have been met. The 
debt ($3,000) to the Home Mission Society has been carried since 1893. 
The State Convention has resources, which it is hoped will soon be availa- 
ble, that will care for the greater part of this. 
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Considerable attention has been given to methods of work. The con- 
viction appears to be growing that money can be more wisely expended in 
supporting District Missionaries than in aiding local churches. The results 
show the necessity and value of District Missionary work. Seven District 
Missionaries are at this date (March, 1896) employed: two among Amer- 
icans and five among the foreign peoples. The American District Mis- 
sionaries have been at work only three months, but even this brief time has 
shown the wisdom of their appointment. One of these brethren is laboring 
in the iron region of Northeastern Minnesota, and through the liberality 
of Mr. J. D. Rockefeller his salary is provided for to January, 1897. The 
other brother is laboring in Southwestern Minnesota, for. the most pet 
among the pastorless churches. 

The past year more attention than usual hii been given to student sum- 
mer work. Eight young men labored at various .points—all with much 
acceptance, and in at least one instance the church was brought from de- 
spondency to hope, and ever since has sustained a pastor. 

We may enumerate some results of the year’s work. Fifty-three 
churches have received aid, 52 missionaries have served these churches, 8 
brethren have worked as District Missionaries ; so, with the General Mission- 
ary, the force of laborers has been 61, though not all of these have been 
at work at the same time. 


During the year 319 have been baptized by the missionaries, sind the 


present membership of the 34 churches served at this date is 2,602. The 


53 churches aided during the year report $28,692.33 raised by them for all 
purposes, $2,555.04 of which was for the various objects of denominational 
benevolence. Nine churches receiving aid at the beginning of the year 
are recipients no longer, and seven of them a ate sustain preaching 
services, 

There are, however, several important fields on which mission money 
has been expended in the past where to-day no work 1s being done, largely 
on account of local lack of funds. Some of these fields ought to be as- 
sisted; the money, where is it? The mission aid received from the Home 
Mission Society, generous though it is, does not equal the amount ex- 
pended by the State Convention for mission work among the Swedes, 
Danes and Norwegians. The American churches in Minnesota are really 
receiving no mission aid from the Society. 

By comparing the figures of the State census of 1895 with thos: of the 
United States census of 1890, it is found that population has increased 272,- 
793, Or some 20 per cent. From the State annuals, we find that the Bap- 
tists have increased in the same length of time 3,862, or some 27 per cent. 
About 50,000 foreigners have come into the State in the past five years. 
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Swedes have made a gain of 19 percent. Swedish Baptists have made a 
gain of 28 per cent. Danes and Norwegians have made a gain of 7 per 
cent. Danish and Norwegian Baptists have made a gain of 41 per cent. 
_In 1895 the total membership of the 223 Baptist churches was 17,935, of 
which 4,636 were in Swedish churches, 1,226 in Dane-Norwegian, and 679 
in the German churches. In spite of obstacles Baptists are advancing in 
Minnesota. When relieved of present temporary financial difficulties, 
most vigorous effort must be made to keep step with rapid material ad- 
vancement. Meantime we labor in hope and rejoice in every indication of 
progress. 


NORTH DAKOTA, 
REV. W. L. VAN HORN, FARGO, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


Our present year closes with good results on most of the fields. Others 
because of hard times and the difficulties to be encountered have not made 
much progress. | 

Early in the year Rev. T. O. Wold began work as District Missionary 
among the Scandinavians. About one-half of our population is of this 
nationality and the work among them is very difficult, as most of them are 
believers in or members of the Lutheran Church. So far the work among 
them has been quite successful, and we have splendid opportunities in this 
field, for the reason that they mostly desire to get as far away from their old 
religion as possible, if they change at all, and so find a home in a Baptist 
church. No other denomination in this State is making much effort to © 
reach and Christianize them, and the field and responsibility are largely 
left to us. It is an open door which we must enter. 3 

We are greatly indebted to Rev. O. A. Williams, D.D., for his wise 
counsel and to the members of the Executive Committee, who have made 
many sacrifices to advance the work. 

We have succeeded in getting some of our churches to adopt the plan 
of taking quarterly collections for the Society’s work inthe State. When 
this plan is generally adopted our people will be more interested in the 
work and there will not be such a great lack of funds as at present. We 
have but sixty-five churches, with a membership of nearly 2,500. Several 
of these churches have not been able to have preaching regularly. Thirty 
of them have been aided by the Society and twenty-six missionaries have 
been employed during the year. Four new church buildings and one 
parsonage have been erected. About thirty out-stations; have been 
supplied by the missionaries. 
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The railroad companies of the Northwest have joined with the immigra- 
tion societies recently organized in nearly all the counties of the State and 
are putting forth extra effort for an increased immigration to our State 
this spring. This means many opportunities and responsibilities. 


SOUTH DAKOTA. 
T. M, SHANAFELT, D.D., HURON, GENERAL MISSIONARY, 


The area of South Dakota is 76,620 square miles. Its present population, 
according to the best information obtainable, is about 240,000. This rep- 
resents more than a dozen nationalities, but the Scandinavians and Ger- 
mans largely outnumber all other foreigners. 

Forty-six missionaries were employed during all or part of the year, 
supplying fifty-eight churches and fifty-four out-stations. The number of 
members of Baptist churches in the State, as given in the last tabulated 
report, was 5,463, divided according to nationality as follows: Americans, 
3,369; Scandinavians, 853; Germans, 1,241. Very pleasant and har- 
monious relations exist between the churches represented in our State 
Convention and the German Baptists, but since the latter, as in other 
States, make their contributions for missions through their own agencies, 
our constituency, to whom we can look for aid and on whom we can depend 
for assistance in carrying on our State work, represents a membership of 
4,222. 

For financial reasons fewer houses of worship have been built, and for 
the same reasons it has not been deemed advisable to organize as many 


churches as in more favorable years. In several places, for want of funds, 


plans for enlargement, including new houses of worship or parsonages, 
have not been carried out. Including the three new buildings erected, the 
total valuation of church property is $195,000. 


The year began under unfavorable conditions. The general financial 


condition of the country, the crop failure, which was partial or total in 
many localities, and the very low prices obtained for all kinds of farm prod- 


ucts, tended to discourage many, and there was hesitation in many places - 


about undertaking important work. 

By persevering effort the full amount to be raised by the churches of 
the State was secured. A similar result is expected during the present 
Convention year, but it will be reached by great personal sacrifice in most 
localities. The times are harder than they were a year ago; salaries never 
large have been necessarily reduced; local resources have been crippled; 
while some churches have been able to meet unavoidable reduction in ap- 
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propriations for aid by enlarged local support, on many fields this has 
been found impossible. In some places the amount pledged by the 
churches for the salary of their pastors is necessarily less than last year. 
With the advent of better financial conditions throughout the country 
these difficulties will be largely overcome, but until that period arrives, 
it will be impossible to make rapid progress. : 

Our people believe in an advance movement. They are in full 
sympathy with the idea that each coming year there ought to be an in- 
crease in the amount to be raised within the State for missionary purposes, 
thus gradually releasing its claim on the Home Mission Society, until 


finally the Society can transfer its beneficence to needy and still newer 


fields in the regions beyond; but under the existing conditions, if there 
shall be a very large reduction in the amount of aid apportioned to this 
State during the coming year, it will seriously cripple our work, and bring 
disaster to a good many feeble churches. 

During the year four churches have reached a condition of self-support, 
but the effort to carry on their work without further aid has required a 
good deal of courage and unusual self sacrifice. Recently several churches 
have enjoyed an extensive revival, and others are now rejoicing over the 
opportunity to welcome additions to their number. 


IOWA. 
REV. E. P. BARTLETT, DES MOINES, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 
THE FIELD. 


For the first time in her history, lowa is able to report at least one Bap- 


tist church in every county. The census for 1896 makes the population of 


this State 2,058,069; of these 330,548 are foreign-born, representing 27 
different nationalities. 

The names of 453 Baptist churches appear in our Annual with a mem- 
bership of 35,864 and 27,483 children in our Sunday-schools. Of these 
churches 15 are Norwegian and Danish with a membership of 850 out of a 
population of 44,471; 13 German, with a membership of 1,183 from a 
population of 132,347, and 18 Swedish churches with a membership of 997 
in their population of 31,085. 


THE WORK, 


While about 80 of our churches are pastorless, not more than half o! 
_ these can support even a supply; with most of the remainder, settlements 
will doubtless be effected in the near future. During the past year the tota! 
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additions have been 4,940, 3,104 by Baptisms; 75 baptisms are reported 
among the Norwegians and Danes, 75 among the Germans, and 92 among 
the Swedes. Revivals have prevailed extensively, especially the last three 
months; many of these of marked power, so that some of our churches have 
doubled their membership and are able to “— an influence for good 
hitherto unknown in their history. 


THE WORKERS, 


Thirty-nine missionaries, including the General Missionary, have been 
under appointment, 21 during the entire year. These missionaries, not 
including the General Missionary, have performed 1,273 weeks of labor, 
preached 4,575 sermons, attended 2,479 prayer and covenant meetings, made 
10,162 religious visits, baptized 402, and received 260 persons by letter and 
experience. The total additions to these missionary churches, 662; entire 
membership, 2,012. They have contributed $15,862.11, of which $1,707.47 
was for denominational benevolence. One church has become self-support- 
ing during the year. Three missionaries have labored among the Nor- 
wegians and the Danes, beside a District Missionary, who was with them 
for about nine months; four among the Swedes, not including the Dis- 
trict Missionary, recently appointed. The General Missionary attended the 
last German Association. A free conference indicated that there is a strong 
desire among many of these brethren for an affiliation with us in our State 


work. 


RESULTS. 


A new feature in our work, the past year, has been the State Conven- 
tion Rally. The design is instruction and spiritual edification. These 
rallies have been held in many Associations and individual churches. The 
results have been very satisfactory. In one place the brethren expressed 
themselves as understanding State work as never before and having deeper 
interest awakened. A practical exhibition of their interest was the taking 
of 31 life-memberships i in a single afternoon. 

Excellent results have been reached through tent work. Our Norweg- 
_ ian and Danish brethren have one, and three are in use in as many of our 
districts. Steps are being taken to secure a fourth the coming season. A 
place of meeting has been made possible by their use when no other could 
be obtained. One of the most flourishing young churches formed the past 
year was born in a tent, and this is true of others. 


THE NEEDS, 


These are great and very pressing. A large number of the pastorless 
churches are on the verge of utter extinction. Help must come from some 
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quarter or the candlestick will be removed. Many of these churches are 
in important centres and only need a little help, with God’s blessing, to 
become strong and possess a widespread, saving influence. If these crucial 
times can be tided over they may be rescued. ot 

There are many towns, villages, and farming communities which not 
only know nothing of the pure Gospel, but have no Gospel privileges what- 
ever. 

One of our missionaries is beginning work ina Danish settlement twenty 
miles long and ten wide, where the people know only a dead, forma 
religion. We have a letter with eight signers, most of them Norwegians, 
members of one of our American Baptist churches. This letter was 
prompted by the concern felt for the Norwegian people in their midst. 
Half of the city and two-thirds of the country population are Norwegians. 
This entire county, together with those surrounding it, are thickly settled 
with them. These brethren implore the aid of the Convention in efforts to 
save their countrymen bound toa religion void of power unto salvation. 
These are simply illustrations of the crying need. The fields are white; 
the opportunities are grand; the responsibility unspeakable. 

In this connection we would recall the great value of the work of the 
Home Mission Society. Whatever has been accomplished in Iowa is largely 
due to the aid received from this grand Society. It not only puts $1,500 
into our work, but gives dollar for dollar of whatever is secured for church 
edifice work. Not alone are we indebted for financial help rendered, but 
to the wisdom of her counselors. Especially valuable during these crucial 
times has been the presence at all our meetings of the Society's represen- 
tative of this district, who from his long connection with the work and large 


experience has thorough knowledge of the situation and present condi- 


tions. 


THE OUTLOOK, 


_ One among many encouraging features is the fact that Iowa was never 
better supplied with pastors nor supplied with better pastors than at the 
present time, broad-minded men, grasping strategic points outside their 
immediate church, interesting themselves and developing their people along 
the various lines of denominational work. Another encouraging feature is 
the fact that almost $1,000 more was raised by the churches the last Con- 
vention year than the year previous. Notwithstanding the stringency of 
the times, 37 more churches made offerings than the year before, thus 
indicating a more general interest on the part of the members. 
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| NEBRASKA. 
REV. A. W. CLARK, OMAHA, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


My field is in the centre of the Western district which has suffered 
from prevailing droughts during the past four years. These unexpected 
failures of crops, together with the great financial troubles of the country, 
have produced new and difficult problems in our mission work. 

The population of Nebraska has decreased probably 150,000 during 
the past year. Some sections in the western part of the State have been 
abandoned for farming purposes and turned over to ranchmen for cattle 
grazing. Because of removals, some churches have become extinct, and 
from lack of missionary aid other churches have died, so that twenty-two 
churches have gone out of existence during the year. Some church build- 
ings have been left high and dry. Pastors have been left without support, 
and our resources have been inadequate to meet the demands, 


ITEROIC EFFORTS. 


Our Baptist people, with a triumphant faith in God and genuine 
patriotism, have faced the difficulties and grappled with them. The 
results are surprising, and give us cause for the deepest gratitude. While 
the population of the State has steadily decreased, our Baptist population 
has steadily increased, so that our Baptist membership is larger by several 
hundred than it was a year ago. | 


EVANGELIZATION, 


‘‘ Nebraska for Christ” is our motto. To win souls to Christ has been 
recognized as the mission of our churches, and the purpose to evangelize 
Nebraska has been kept steadily in view. To aid the churches and minis- 
ters in revival work, we employ two State evangelists. Hundreds are 
saved through this agency, and many weak churches are strengthened. 


THE MISSIONARIES, 


We have supported, in whole or in part, fifty-eight missionary pastors. 
The average salary of each of them, including missionary aid and support 


from the field, was at the rate of $309.47 per year. They did not com-— 


pain. They wrought nobly, and the results show the divine approval. 
“leven of these men were student missionaries employed for the summer, 
who performed 160 weeks of labor, preached 229 sermons, made 1,012 
religious visits, and received 43 by baptism. These services amounted 
to the work of one missionary for three years of time, and were performed 
at a total cost from mission funds of $478.54. 

We had in the field, also, one General Missionary, four District Mis- 
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sionaries—one of these for the Swedes. The work of the district mis- 
sionaries has been a necessity. Many churches would have been with. 
out a single preaching service for the entire year had it not been for 


their visits. 


CO-OPERATION, 


Our churches are in hearty accord with the arrangement for the co- 
operation of the Home Mission Society with our State Convention in the 
support of missionaries. The basis of co-operation has been changed, 
During the past year the Society donated four dollars to one to the limit 
of $6,000. For the coming year it will be two dollars to one to the limit 
of $5,500. Last year our churches contributed $3,136.88 for State work. 
We greatly appreciate the fact that the representative of the Society, 


Rev. N. B. Rairden, has his residence in our State. His wise counsels 
are of constant value to us. 


NEEDS. 


We need fifty additional missionaries to provide for the too pastorless 
churches which are now pleading for help. Many of these churches 
have been without preaching two years. 

We need other missionaries to occupy the forty unoccupied county 
seats. In some of these large towns are residing fifteen to twenty Baptists 
who are ready to organize churches as soon as preaching can be provided, 
and a good showing made for permanency of the work. 

We need a district missionary for the Danes. There is not a Danish 
minister in Nebraska. The six Danish Baptist churches are pastorless, 
and the work is suffering. 

We need strong preachers in Nebraska. It is difficult to get such 
men under the present conditions. A well-educated, able man hesitates to 
accept a salary of $300 to $600, when his children are at an expen: 
sive age and demand the best advantages of education. With present 
resources it is impossible to provide a larger salary than this on many of 
the very important fields. What shall we do? Experience has shown 
that weak and inefficient men do not help the cause. It is better for the 
churches to remain pastorless. 

We need more money. At our last Board meeting we were compelled 
to refuse applications amounting to $2,000. There would have been many 
other applications if pastorless churches had been encouraged to Bocas 
appeal. 

We need, most of all, more faith in God and more reliance upon the 


Holy Spirit. More prayer, more faith, and more dea sens power would 
solve all our most difficult problems. 
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THE OUTLOOK, 


Looking at the past history of Nebraska and at the present extensive 
plans for irrigation, and at the richness of her soil, and at the enterprise 
of her citizens, we are confident the State is just entering upon a new era 
of prosperity in material things. We can see clearly the necessity for 
enlarging plans for religious work. The future is bright and full of 
promise. Never before were there so many open doors for the Gospel and 
Christian work. We in Nebraska have come to the Kingdom for such a 
time as this. We know in Whom we have believed, and are persuaded 
that He will give us the victory. 


KANSAS. 
REV, E, B, MEREDITH, TOPEKA, GENERAL MISSIONARY. | 


Kansas has grown no less during the past year. Conditions have not 
changed materially. The financial depression seems to close down harder 
every month. This year there is plenty to eat and feed stock with. It 
seems as though the long drought had broken. Still money is more scarce 
than a year ago. The population of the State is about 1,500,000 and of 
these 38,936 are Baptists, including the colored church members of over 
10,000. These find church homes in 579 different churches, 443 of which 
are white. In the white churches there were baptized last year 2,348 and 
a large number in the colored churches. The net increase in member- 
ship reported, including colored churches, was 2,314, which shows that 
there was quite a loss by removal. 

The amount of money spent in mission work last year was $9,333.51, 
and there were forty-one missionaries under appointment. There are 
many discouragements in our work. First, the cementing together of 
people from different parts of the East. It is sometimes hard to get peo- 
pc from Maine and Georgia, Wisconsin and Mississippi, lowa and 
Arkansas to work together in perfect harmony in building up a Baptist 
church. Prejudices must be overcome. 

second, the severity of the financial distress makes people more irritable ; 
cuts down the ability to support pastors, causes churches to lose their 
property, and in other ways makes it hard to keep the work moving 
forward, : 

‘urd, the population is spread over so large an area. West of the 
ceniral part of the State communities are so small that it is hard to reach 
the people. Yet that country ought to be held, for it is some day not far 
distent going to support a much larger population. 
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There are to-day twenty-six county seats in Kansas without Baptist 
churches and a large number of prominent railway centres in the same 
condition. In the southeast two counties there is a rapidly growing mining 
and smelting community, so that for miles along the railroads it is one 
continuous city. Little is being done to care for these communities, 
because we have not sufficient funds. 

Of the 443 white churches about I1o are pastorless, most of them 
because of inability to sustain preaching. Many of the others have only 
preaching once in four weeks. We are trying to hold fast that which we 
have, and keep the little lights burning over the western prairies until 
better times shall come. Ministers are making great sacrifice to hold the 
fields and so are many lay-members. The Lord is blessing the effort. The 
spirit of revival has prevailed during the last few months. We are a 
hopeful people and trusting in the Lord. We are looking for greater 
things in the near future for Kansas. 


OKLAHOMA AND INDIAN TERRITORIES. 
REV. L. J. DYKE, LAWRENCE, KANS., GENERAL MISSIONARY, 


In making this, my annual report for Oklahoma and Indian Territories, 
I desire briefly to call attention to the country itself. It is true that dig- 
ness is not always greatness, and yet there are times when bigness may 
claim attention. This Territory is more than 300 miles east to west, 
and more than 200 miles north to south, as large as all the New England 
States. I have traveled more than 18,000 miles the past year in an effort 
to do the needed work of General Missionary. (Let me say parenthetically 
that some of the railroad companies have been very generous toward your 
missionary.) After making my best efforts I find myself ignorant of much 
that I should like to know of what has been done and of what needs to be 
done in missionary work. 

I doubt if there is anywhere on the continent another so important a 
missionary field; almost the entire country is thickly settled, Oklahoma 
by actual settlers and Indian Territory by renters. There are many towns 
of from 200 to 8,000 people. Indians are only a small per cent. «/ the 
inhabitants of this country. Railroad facilities are good. The Choctaw 
road bisects the Territory from east to west. Five other roads cross it 
from north to south. Four-fifths of the people have come from the States 
poor, to seek homes ®r to rent. Hence they are helpless to support the 
Gospel. Much the larger number are irreligious; many are vicious. Of 
the religiously inclined, Baptists have their share. In Oklahoma there 
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are nearly 100 white Baptist churches, with about 3,000 members. There | 


are not less than 65 ministers. A few of these are under appointment by 
the Home Mission Society. Much the larger number are farmer preach- 
ers. Many of these have received boxes of clothing from Eastern churches, 


which has relieved much suffering and gladdened many hearts. Most of 


these brethren receive very little salary. The white Baptists of Oklahoma 
have 22 houses of worship. We have done very little building during the 
past year, owing to the hard times. 


NEGRO BAPTISTS. 


Our colored brethren in Oklahoma report 82 churches, with 3,650 mem- 
bers. They have 25 meeting houses, most of them of a very inferior 
character. They abound in preachers. They claim 200. They have an 
easy way of making preachers. A man has only to get happy, and an- 
nounce that he is called to preach, when. two or three of his brethren will 
constitute themselves a council and ‘‘ ordain the brother.” They have a 


plurality of ministers in nearly all their churches. I know of one church > 


that boasts of eleven. Bro. Dungee, our District Missionary among them, 
is very efficient. We have held one Ministerial Institute for them, and 
have arranged for others. In the Indian Territory there are from 160 to 
175 white Baptist churches, with a membership of nearly 4,000, and about 
100 preachers. Twenty-two have been under appointment by the Society 


during the past year. Quite a large number have received boxes of cloth- | 


ing. Owing to the migratory character of the people it is difficult to do 
permanent work. In fact, we make no of nero for missionaries or 
buildings outside of towns. 

There are three colored Associations in the Nis deiiie but I am unable 
to learn the churches or members. There are not, however, as many as 
in Oklahoma. The present is a very important time to establish missionary 
work. Without doubt the entire Indian Territory will be opened for set- 
tlement in the near future. The Indians will be required to take their 
allotments, when the balance of the country will be sold to actual settlers. 
We need more and better men, and more and better houses of worship. 
While the Society has been as liberal as possible with the means at hand, 
we have not had one-half the amount we could have used to advantage. 
We have not been able to secure the strong men we needed, because of 
our small salaries, and many important fields are unoccupied and left to 
plead in vain. We ought to build four houses in Oklahoma this year 
with an appropriation to each of $500, and four or five smaller ones with 
ali appropriation to each of from $100 to $200. We need a District Mis- 
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sionary—and he must be a competent man —for the Cheyenne country (the 
western part of Oklahoma), where as yet we have done almost nothing, 
In different parts of the Territory are important towns yet unoccupied. In 
the Indian Territory we ought to build at once six or eight houses, requir- 
ing an appropriation to each of from $100 to $200. I ought not to omit 
to give God glory for the gracious revivals-enjoyed by many of our churches. 
during the past few months, thus adding several hundred new members. 


THE INDIANS. 


J. S. MURROW, D.D., ATOKA, IND. TER., SUPERINTENDENT. 


The work of the Society among the Indians is in two distinct divisions: 
First, among the full-bloods, chiefly, in Indian Territory ; second, 
the blanket Indians in Oklahoma. 


INDIAN TERRITORY. 


There are fourteen tribes and 70,000 Indians in Indian Territory, about 
half of whom are full-bloods. These do not live near the railways or other 
public roads. They have been pushed back into the hills and valleys by 
the whites and half-breeds who dominate the country. 

White missionaries prefer to live in the towns and on the railways 
where their families can enjoy the privileges of English-speaking churches, 
schools and society. | 

No missionary can do the best work unless he lives in the midst of the 
people for whom he labors. The uplift must be direct and constant. Most 
of our missionaries in Indian Territory are, therefore, full-bloods. They are 
good preachers, active and efficient workers. They live in, and are a part 
of, the full-blood settlements. They speak the Indian language. Two- 
thirds or more of the full-bloods do not understand English. Each tribe 
has its own language. The Creeks and Seminoles were originally one 
tribe, and hence speak the same language. Also the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws. Some of the Indian churches are large and the Christian 
character of most of the members is excellent. 

Rarely does a white preacher, except the few appointed especially tor 
this work, visit and preach for these full-blood churches. As a general 


‘thing the full-bloods are honest, kind-hearted, indolent, with little disposi- 


tion towards crime. The lawlessness charged against Indian Territory 


cannot truthfully be laid upon them. They are duped and preyed upon 


by. whites and half-breeds who control the councils, the annuities and the 
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lands. When the country is opened, a new and more hungry swarm of 
whites, like the flies upon the deer in Esop’s fable, will light upon them. 
They are rapidly dying out or becoming amalgamated with the whites. 
They are greatly neglected and imposed upon and need the continued 
sympathy and assistance of Christian missions. 


OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, 


Our work among the blanket Indians is certainly very encouraging. 
There are five stations, at four of which there is a farm of 160 acres, a 
chapel, a parsonage, barn, orchard, etc., all owned by the Society. The 
farms are models for the Indians. There are five male and six female mis- 
sionaries, including the teacher and matron at the Anadarko Mission 
School, under appointment, beside the wives of the missionaries, who 
receive no salary but who do excellent work. Except two, all are whites, 
and they live in the midst of the Indians; hence one cause for the great 
success of their work. At two of the stations churches have been organized 
during the past year, and at all over fifty have been baptized, making a 
total membership in the five churches of over 150. The changes wrought 
upon the lives and character of these Indians by the missionaries are wonder- 
ful. The testimony of an old, half-blind woman in one of our meetings 
indicates some of these changes. ‘‘I often fear when I am on my way to 
meeting that my blanket or sheet is not clean, for I cannot see to wash well, 
but I have no fear that my heart is not clean, for Jesus has washed it in His 
blood.” Again, **I used to get angry when white men came to my camp, 
for they killed all our buffalo, but now I go out and shake their hands and 
say, 1am glad to see you.” These Indians are opening farms, building 
houses, dressing like white people, becoming rapidly civilized. We saw an 
old woman scouring her tinware. Her house, beds, table, food, etc., were 
ciean and neat. Her husband was in the field plowing. We spent several 
hours at his home, and after chatting an hour with us about his church — 

and farm he excused himself and said he must return to his work. The 
Women’s Baptist Home Mission Society of Chicago deserves much credit 
for the success of the work among the blanket Indians. The missionaries 
of that Society are wise, consecrated, successful women. Other uncivilized 
tribes would respond to such work as this if the two Societies had the 
mcans to enlarge their work among the Indians. 


SCHOOLS. 


The schools have done excellent work the past year. 
‘ndian University has been full of pupils hungry for a Christian educa- 
tion, Many worthy beneficiaries could not be admitted for lack of means 
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to board them. Ifthe means were afforded, some of the returned pupils 
from Carlisle, Hampton and other Government schools in the States, now 
at home Among the blanket Indians, would attend Indian University for 
one or two years, that they may be trained for better Christian work among 
their people. Who will furnish the means? 

The Cherokee Academy at Tahlequah, the Choctaw Academy at Atoka, 
and the Anadarko Mission among the blanket Indians are admirably 


- managed and doing capital work. A few hundred dollars at each of these 


Academies would be a godsend. 


WHAT 1S NEEDED. 


1. Indian University needs endowment and means with which to assist 
beneficiaries ; 2. Means with which to enable the Society to extend its 
work to other tribes of blanket Indians; 3. Means with which to hold Bible 
Institutes for the native preachers in Indian Territory ; 4. Several full-blood 
churches are without houses of worship. They are willing to help them- 
selves if they had a little aid and encouragement. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIVISION: COLORADO, WYOMING, UTAH, IDAHO, 
MONTANA, WASHINGTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA, OREGON, CALIFOR- 
NIA, NEVADA, ARIZONA, NEW MEXICO, OKLAHOMA, 

AND INDIAN TERRITORY. 


HUBERT C. WOODS, D.D., COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO,, GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 


Oklahoma and Indian Territory, still nominally within this division, are 
so fully reported elsewhere that no further reference need be made to them 
in this report. The Rocky Mountain Division, without these Territories, 
corresponds to ‘‘ The Western Division” of the Government geographers 
and to the ‘‘ New West” of popular usage. The twenty-sixth meridian 
marks its eastern boundary with sufficient exactness and the Pacific Ocean 
its western limit. It includes eleven States and Territories and covers an 
area of 1,197,465 square miles, and reports a population in 1895 of 
3,712,762, not counting in British Columbia with its population of 98,173 
and its area, one-third greater than the State of Texas. 

This vast section, comprising nearly one-third of the area of the 
United States, exclusive of Alaska, is now and in the coming years ina 
cumulative sense is to be a home mission field of matchless importance. 

Not vastness of territorial area, but the resources of a country that 
actually or certainly will attract and sustain a great population——its pecp!e, 
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present and prospective, building up mighty States, creating institutions 
and industries that are to endure and become potent factors in the nation’s 
and the world’s life, these constitute a mission field of surpassing and 
permanent interest. The New West is to be an empire not simply in 
extent, but also in population and in power, 

(1.) Its mineral wealth ensures this. Of the total gold product of 
the United States in 1895, amounting to $53,026,344, according to official 
reports, all save $44,444, came from the mines of the New West, if we 
include the Black Hills of South Dakota. Practically, all the silver of 
the country is produced by this section. One-half the copper of the 
United States and one-fourth the copper of the world is mined in the State 
of Montana, whose total mineral product in 1895 was $49,083,251. It is 
needless to recall the part which the discovery of the precious metals has 
played in the settlement of States. | 

(2.) The great body of unoccupied land which is to furnish homes 
for the millions of the future is in the New West. The arid nature of 
these lands has for long years seemed to render them worthless. But 
irrigation, yet in its infancy, soon to be effectually promoted by State and 
national aid and directed by a science that scoffs at obstacles, will trans- 
form these barren wastes into veritable gardens. Immigration, checked 
till recently by the financial depression, is setting anew toward these 
irrigable lands. The opening to settlement of reservations covering 
millions of acres, hitherto held for the Indians, has stimulated it. 

(3.) To complete the attractions of the New West mention must be 
made of a climate so varied, so invigorating and healthful, that this 
section is sure to become the great sanitarium of our country. 

It requires not the ken of aseer to predict that this great New West 
will in the not distant future be as populous as the East nowis. The 
increase in population of the last five years, during a part of which immi- 
gration received a most manifest check, forms a rational basis for such a 
belief. By the Government census of 1890 this division had a population 
of 3,009,068. The census taken by States in 1895 shows a Pe of 
3,712,762—a gain in five years of 703,694. 

The evangelization, therefore, of this New West—the consecration to 
Christ and humanity’s weal of its boundless resources, the casting into 
Christian moulds its nascent institutions—becomes a matter of the most 
supreme concern. No one can contemplate the prospective developments 
ci the coming years and not discover the magnitude of these home mission 
problems. Colonization schemes of other nations dwindle into insignifi- 


cance when compared with the pnliding up of these mighty common- 
Wealths, 
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and a total membership of 188,425. The Roman Catholics are reported 
as having 1,170 church organizations and a total membership of 421,667, 
The Mormons are reported as having 856 church organizations and a 
total membership of 166,125. Thus the Mormon church membership 
nearly equals, and the Roman Catholic church membership is more than 
double the membership of Protestant churches. In the whole United States 
the Protestant church membership constitutes one-fifth of the population— 
in the New West, less than one-twentieth. These figures cast a side-light 
upon the home mission problems that confront us. 


ee THE RELIGIOUS FORCES. 

f a In the census reports of 1890 the’ six leading Protestant denominations, 
viz., the Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, Disciples, Congregationalists, 
- and Episcopalians, are reported as having 3,028 church organizations 


BAPTIST PROGRESS, 


By the census of 1890 the Baptists ranked third among the Protestant 
denominations, having 361 church organizations, with an aggregate mem- 
bership of 20,380. The reports of 1895 give us 623 church organizations 
and a total membership of 39,937—a gain in five years of 262 churches and 
19,557 members. But the gain is by no means confined to an increased 
membership. There has been a very marked improvement in the spiritual 
life of the churches, an elevation of the standard in the ministry, an awak- 
ening of the missionary spirit, resulting in aggressive activities and in- 
creased contributions, often to the point of great self-sacrifice. This pro- 
gress has been made in the face of almost insuperable obstacles. 


SUMMARY BY STATES, 


In Colorado we have seventy-eight churches, not more than a dozen 
of which are self-supporting, reporting a membership of 7,564 and about 
400 baptisms. At least fifty fields in this State invite our occupancy. 
In Wyoming we have eight churches with a membership of 361, a 
ministerial force of six, including one District Missionary. Our force 
here should be doubled. In Utah we have five chuches, 465 members, 
five ministers, one a General Missionary. Of the population of Utah, 
estimated at 250,000, about four-fifths are Mormons. Mission work has 
been chiefly among the ‘‘ Gentiles.” The Baptists find access to Mormons 
more readily than any other denomination. The last few months have 
given great encouragement to direct efforts to reach the Mormons. Our 
missionary force should be largely increased. Idaho—‘‘ The Gem of the 
Mountains ”—has a population of 135,000, largely agriculturists. We have 
twenty-seven churches and a membership of 1,046. Here is a greit 
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religious destitution. Montana has a population of 180,000, is famous for 
its mineral wealth, has growing cities and a people manifestly improving, 
intellectually and morally as well as materially. Our cause has made sub- 
stantial progress. We have now twenty churches and a membership of 
1,075. A dozen new men for Montana is a modest call. Washington had 
a population in 1880 of 75,116; in 1890, 349,390, and in 1895, 400,000. Our 
Baptist progress has nearly paralleled this remarkable growth in population. 
We have now 110 churches and a membership of 6,199. We have about » 
fifty pastors where we need 100. British Columbia, Washington’s next- 
door neighbor on the North, identified with it in mission work, has ten 
churches and 950 members and some of the most royal workers in the 
Baptist brotherhood. Oregon is one of the oldest fields in the West. 
Fifty years ago the Society began its work there. Progress has been slow 
and so has the growth of population. But Oregon is taking on new life. 
Our cause has been sadly hindered by divisions, but there are hopeful 
signs. We have about 136 churches and 7,250 members. Oregon is very 
inadequately occupied by us. California is a marvelous State—an empire 
in area, a paradise materially, but very much of a desert religiously. We 
have about 210 churches with an aggregate membership approximately of 
15,500. Encouraging progress has been made in recent years, and in the 
ministry we are now represented by men as true and noble as the denomi- 
nation can show. But our ministerial force is shamefully small and the 
religious destitution is appalling. One county, for example, having a 
population of 6,000, has in it only four houses of worship—one Protestant, 
one Romanist, and two Joss houses! In Nevada we have one church of 
fifty members and one missionary—a small State, not increasing in popu- 
lation, but with great undeveloped resources. Still, one missionary does 
not meet the full measure of our obligation to its 50,000 people. Arizona, 
by a most extensive system of irrigation which will reclaim vast areas of its 
arid lands, and by the successful development of its mines, is entering upon 
a new era of progress and prosperity. We have nine churches and a total 
membership of about 325. Instead of six pastors we ought to have at least 
2 dozen. New Mexico has a total population estimated at 185,000, of which 
130,009 are Mexican-, 15,000 Indians, and 40,000 Americans. We have 
cvhteen churches with a total membership of about 475. We have but 
one missionary among the Mexicans—we ought to have twenty. This 
dificult field is slowly becoming more fruitful. | 

The year has been marked by trials and by triumphs, obstacles over- 
come being often stepping-stones to victories won. The most cordial rela- - 
tions exist between the churches, the Associations, the Conventions, and the 
Society, whose timely and generous aid is more fully appreciated with 
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every passing year. There is a degree of harmony within the different 
States such as has not prevailed in many years. As respects spiritual 
results the year has been one of progress and prosperity. None have con- 
tributed to these ends more conspicuously than the efficient General Mis- 
sionaries. They have been loyally sustained by missionaries and pastors, 
by brethren and sisters as faithful and consecrated as ever took the vows. 
of God upon them. If we can only realize our ideals in the development of 
Christian and church life in the New West it will mean a_ vast deal to the 
cause of Christ the world over. 

Chief among the obstacles to our progress is the poverty of our people. 
The New West has boundless resources, but at present Eastern capitalists 
huld the first mortgage upon these. The pioneers of the new country do. 
the hard work of development—lay the foundations—but the profits enrich 
others than themselves. The wealth of this section is not yet in the hands. 
of its Christian people, certainly not in the hands of the Baptists. The 
past year has been financially one of the hardest in our history. 

So closely identified are all the great interests of the denomination with 
the Home Mission Society, that if it should be obliged to adopt the policy of 
retrenchment it will mean disaster to us, from which we shall not recover in 


many years. ‘‘ We are perplexed, but not in despair ; cast down, but not 
destroyed.” 


MONTANA AND SOUTHERN IDAHO, 
REV. L. G, CLARK, HELENA, MONTANA, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


During the past year fourteen pastors, beside the General Mis- 
sionary, and two or three ministers not in active pastorates, have been 
doing work in Montana. We have in the State 21 churches, with a 
total membership of about 1,100. This is a gain of about 150 during the 
year. Three new churches have been organized during the year, one of 
these at Anaconda, a very important point for us to establish our work. 
Two new houses of worship have been dedicated—one at Hamilton, and 
one at Great Falls, the latter a Swedish church. The church building at 
Bozeman has been removed and improved, greatly to the advantage of 
the work on this field. While there has been little or no improvement 
in the financial condition of our churches, there is. a marked improve- 
ment in many ways. There has been, and still is, a spirit of revival in 
many of the churches; souls are being saved, and Christian life is being 
quickened in all departments of church work. A State Baptist Young 
People’s Union has been organized, and the work in the young people's 
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societies and Sunday-schools, as well as in the various missionary societies, 
is being vigorously prosecuted. Each year the general condition of our 
State is becoming more favorable for Christain work; more people are 
coming here to make homes, and those who have already permanently 
located here are becoming more anxious for church privileges as their 
families are beginning to need religious advantages. The moral atmos- 
phere is becoming somewhat purified, and it is less difficult to interest peo- 
ple in spiritual things. The long-continued financial depression is begin- 
ning to have an effect upon the spirit of avarice and worldliness, which 
has always been one of the chief hindrances to our work. 


, The time has come when the faithful worker sees some immediate 
results of his earnest efforts in behalf of the spiritual interests of the 
people. | 

The churches on this field are so far from each other, and traveling 
is so expensive, that it is exceedingly difficult to unify our work as we 
would like. But few of our pastors can see each other more than once or 
twice during the year, and some of them do not see another Baptist min- 
ister, except the General Missionary, during the whole year. We need 
men on this field who can stand alone, and who can be trusted in the 
dark, and, I may say, in this connection, that I doubt if any section of the 


country is provided with a nobler or better class of workers than the > 


Baptist pastors on this field. 

In Southern Idaho nine pastors have been at work during the year; one 
of these, Brother D. M. McReynolds, has charge of a self-supporting church 
at Boise City. We have two Associations in Southern Idaho; one of these 
was organized during the year. There are connected with these Associa- 
tions 14 churches, with a total membership of about 750. Besides these there 
are two or three small organizations not yet members of the Associations. 
ecent meetings are resulting in a number of additions to the churches, so 
that we cannot give the exact increase, but it will be something over 150. 
‘he work as a whole in Idaho is much the same asin Montana. While the 
principal towns and large places are occupied, there are many small towns 
and country places calling earnestly for work, and affording opportunity for 
inuch good to be done if workers can be sent. Such a field is the Lost 
Nuver Country, where Rev. W. H. Bowler, of Bellevue, spent a few weeks 
‘ccently and organized a Baptist church, which needs a pastor to care for 
‘tin connection with a wide field in that section of the State. 


At Boise Valley a church building has been erected during the year, - 


and plans have been made to build a house at Middleton, and at one or 
two other places, | 
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Perhaps there is a sense in which the Home Mission Society will be 
obliged to work this field of Montana and Southern Idaho at a loss for 
some time yet; but there can be no doubt of the fact that the plant which 
is being put in will pay in the end. I believe that when this field has been 
fully developed, it will prove one of the richest mines the Society has ever 
worked. 

We were much helped by the presence at our Associations of Dr, 
H. C. Woods, our General Superintendent of Missions. His wise counsel is 
proving to be of great value to our work. 


Re COLORADO AND NEW MEXICO. 
REV. GEO. P. WRIGHT, DENVER, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


COLORADO, 


ae Every year in our missionary work we meet with trials and difficulties, 
| and yet there is always a bright side to the Christian work. | 
We are still increasing the number of our missionaries ; forty-eight have 

been employed this last year, the largest number in our history. They 
have occupied seventy-six different fields and outstations; received by 
| baptism nearly 400 and as many more by letter and experience. These 
a mission churches have contributed for missions and other benevolent 

ai objects over $3,000 for the year. 
ie Our churches were never better supplied with pastors than at present. 
ia " There have been fewer changes, and the settlements are becoming more 
Pa permanent. Two missionary pastors who left us last year have returned 
hae to assist us in the work, and now declare that their lifework shall be in 
Colorado. 

i. Two new church buildings Saas been erected, and many others are too 
28 small to accommodate those who would attend, and they are contem- 
plating enlargement. 


WHAT WE HAVE TO ENCOURAGE US. 


hi 1. Board of Directors, in whose meeting entire harmony has always 
prevailed. 

es Men who are interested in all departments of our work. Many of them 
1 laymen and successful business men, always ready to counsel and advise 
ie as to the best interest of our work. 

ae _ 2. Our missionaries. I do not believe any other State can boast of as 
d many faithful, consecrated and talented men as we have at the head of 
our missionary churches. They are full of life, hope and energy. 
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3. Rev. H. C. Woods, D.D., in whom we find one of the best of coun- 
selors and advisers; we appreciate him more and imore as the years go by, 
and we are thankful he lives in Colorado. 

4. Missionary work. We have one of the best fields for missionary work 
in all North America—28 whole counties, 35 county seats, and 417 cities 
and towns without a Baptist church, Sunday-school or minister. The 
population of these cities and towns ranging from 100 to 3,500. Ane 
should inspire us to more vigorous work for the Master. 

5. Our debt provided for. These many years we have been laboring 
under this burdensome debt. 


WHAT WE MOST NEED. 


More money for missionary work. The Baptists of Colorado are con- 
secrated to the work, but the wealth of Colorado is not in the hands of 
Baptists. We can show as good results for money expended as any 
State in the Union. But we ought to occupy many new _ important 
cities and rising county seats. 

We have men ready to go and take up this work if we only had the 
money to pay them. Many of our missionaries now occupy from two to 
three different fields of labour; they cannot be as successful while thus 
dividing their time. 

We need district missionary work, and men who are especially adapted 
to it, and to assisting pastors in special meetings. 3 


WHAT ARE OUR FUTURE PROSPECTS ? 


These great mountains are full enough of gold, silver, copper, iron, 
and coal to supply the world. 

Baptists of the East with money eal secure a large dividend for 
themselves and be a great help to us by investing some of their money in 
Colorado. Why let the devil have all this money and the profits? 


NEW MEXICO. 


We have been more successful in our work here this year than at any _ 
other time in our history. Eight years ago there were nine Baptist 
churches in this Territory and a very weak membership. To-day we have 

eighteen Baptist churches, and most of them have a good working mem- 
bership. We have twelve Baptist ministers giving their time to the work, 
and the Lord has this last year abundantly blessed their labors. 

We stand foremost in the great Pecos Valley as a denomination, and 
our Baptist ministers are taking the lead in trying to win the people in 
this valley for Jesus Christ. 
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A handsome new stone church building has just been dedicated at 
Roswell (one of the most important towns in the valley), free from debt. 
The result of the work this next year, we trust, will be far more successful 
than heretofore. The people are more in sympathy with us and ready to 
<£o-operate. 


UTAH AND SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING. 
REV. S, G. ADAMS, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


From January, 1892, when Rev. Frank Barnett resigned, to August, 
1895, Utah had no General Missionary. The work was done by the 
writer as District Missionary for Utah, being at the same time pastor of 
East Side church, Salt Lake City. Not until October, 1895, was a pastor 


secured for East Side Church; hence this report properly is from 


that date. 
THE FIELD. 


The field assigned me is Utah and Southwestern Wyoming. 

Utah 1s larger than the six New England States, extending 350 miles 
north and south, and 270 east and west, and contains about 85,000 
square miles. Her population is about 250,000, and many prosperous 
cities nestle in her fruitful valleys, but all save three are still waiting for 
Baptist churches. 

This has been an eventful year in Utah history. Statehood has been 
‘secured. This has attracted the attention of the nation. Then the great 


‘mineral resources of the new State are being developed as never before. 


A large immigration is sure to come. The tide is already setting in. In 
six months the town of Mercur has grown to a population of about 2,000, 
with a post-office third in Utah. In every part of the State there is a 
great revival of the mining industry. If the East don’t want silver, Utah 
will furnish the gold. One railroad is extending its line South, and two 
new lines from Salt Lake are assured, one of them starting for Southern 
California, thus new towns and cities will join the old in calling on Baptists 
to plant new Gospel churches. 


Then Southwestern Wyoming isa needy field with several important 
towns unoccupied. | 


WHAT WE HAD. 


At the time of my appointment last August we had six organized 
‘churches—three in Salt Lake City, one in Ogden, one in Provo, and one 
in Evanston, Wyo., seventy miles east of Ogden. Three of these 
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churches were pastorless. We had four missions—two in Salt Lake City 
under the care of the First Church, one in West Ogden, and one in 
Springville. Three pastors and two lady missionaries were at work. 


OUR GROWTH. 


We have secured pastors for two of our churches. Rev. T. J. Collins, 
of Scranton, Pa., leads East Side Church, Salt Lake City, and Rev. C. L. 
Payne settled at Evanston, Wyo. 

The Chicago Training School sent us three lady missionaries and the 
Boston ladies sent teachers for our day-school at Provo. 

At Springville, six miles south of Provo, a centrally located hall was 
rented where Miss Emma F. Parsons holds her Industrial School, Sunday- 
school, Sunday evening services, and J. C. Andrews, pastor at Provo, 
preaches each Tuesday evening. | 

Many earnest calls come from Mercur, Utah’s late great gold camp, 
fifty miles southwest of Salt Lake City. Last September your General 
- Missionary responded, and has given the camp an every Sunday service 
for the last six months. To this date they have had no otherservice. A 
Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor Society have been organized, and 
a church will be in due time. The schoolhouse was used until March 
8th, when the Opera House was offered free, and last Sunday about 300 
were present at the evening service. An organ has been paid for by the 
people and singing books, also a preacher for December and January, when 
the writer was assisting pastors in special meetings. 

A valuable lot has been secured as a gift from the Golden Gate Mining 
Company, and $1,000 in pledges towards a new chapel. This time Bap- 
tists are first, and the outlook is full of promise. An intimate acquaintance 
with men coming into possession of great wealth will be a financial bless- 
ing In years to come. 

Each of our churches has held special meetings, resulting in a growth 
of membership. Ogden has had a special blessing, and at least fifty will 


be added to the church. A special feature of the Ogden meetings is the © 


conversion of about a dozen Mormons, one family of five persons. Most 
of these were from West Ogden, called Wilson’s Lane, where the Boston 
_iadies conducted a day-school and mission for so many years with so little 
‘ruit, where Mrs. Andrews, formerly Miss Coffin, labored so long and faith- 
iully, where Miss Effie Putnam spent last year. Each year for the last five 
‘he writer held a two weeks’ meeting at this mission with only one conver- 
sion. Now the harvest has come, showing that faithful seed sowing in 
Utah will bring a harvest of souls. 
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Then Pastor Collins has just baptized two young wives raised in Mortion 
families, and pastor Andrews, at Provo, is preaching to large audiences of 
Mormon students. I mention these facts to encourage Eastern friends. 

Rev. H. B. Steelman, of First Church, Salt Lake City, is greatly 
encouraged along all lines of Church work. Their Sunday-school is the 
largest in the city, and their two missions in their five chapels are flourishing. 

The Colored Baptist Church has been -hopefully reorganized. At 
Evanston, Wyoming, one young lady has been baptized, and several others. 
soon will be. 

OUR NEEDS. 


Our first need is a chapel at Mercur, which we expect to have in sixty 
days. Then we should have a pastor for Mercur. The field will raise at 
least half of the support of a suitable pastor. 

There will be several smaller centers in the district where a pastor could 
hold service. Then we should have a pastor in Springville. Miss Parsons 
cannot long carry all that work. Then we should have two more missions 
in Salt Lake, which would give Baptists the sweep of the city. And we 


-must emphasize the great need of a mission center north of Ogden, say, at 


Logan. Then there should be a Scandinavian pastor at Salt Lake City, 
or we will lose our Swedish Church. 

Utah’s Baptists heartily thank the Society and friends for help in the 
past, and plead for enlargement during the coming year if possible. 


WESTERN WASHINGTON AND BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
REV. D. D, PROPER, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION, 


The field of this Convention comprises about two-fifths of the State of 
Washington, lying west of the Cascade range of mountains, including the 
famous ‘Puget Sound” region, containing about two-thirds of the 
popuiation of the State and British Columbia. Within this territory there 
are about 325,000 people, the most of whom have come to the country 
during the last twelve or thirteen years. Asin every new and fast-settling 
country these have been eventful and trying years for the people. Cities 
and towns have been laid out and built; railroads and other roads have 
been constructed; speculations have been abundant and wild; fortunes 
have been invested and wasted ; surging masses of people have been goiny 
to and fro, searching for the ‘‘ best place.” Weare now beginning to gct 
settled upon more permanent foundations. Business is becoming more 
firmly established ; church work is crystallizing and organizing into bette: 
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formed lines of activity, and society is solidifying into permanent con- 
ditions. | 

In this field we have seventy-six Baptist churches, with 4,712 members. 
During the year ending March 31st, we have had thirty-five missionaries 
under appointment in forty-four churches, with thirty-one under commis- 
sion at the close of the year. 

PROGRESS IN FIVE YEARS. 

During the last five years, notwithstanding the great reverses, our re- 
ports show that we have doubled our membership with a net gain of 
twenty-eight churches and 2,468 members. During this time thirty- 
two churches have been organized, including three reorganizations. 
Ten of the churches reported five years ago have become extinct, and 
have dropped from the list. Thirty meeting-houses have been built or 


purchased during this time, and all but two have been in our mission 


churches. 
ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES, 


Probably no part of the country has suffered like this new northwest 
State during the last three years of business depression, and it is doubtful 
if any other State is so financially depressed at the present time. Some 
of our public schools can only be operated for three and six months for 
lack of funds. Many of our best brethren have lost all of their property, 
and some of them have found it hard work to sustain their families with 
the necessaries of life. A number of good members have gone back East 
discouraged. All these things are incident to settling up a new country, 
and especially when it is done so rapidly. 

The examples of heroic self-denial and even severe self-sacrifice have 
been many and conspicuous. Pastors have been compelled to accept 
salaries entirely inadequate to their needs, or leave the fields. In some 
instances they were little above the Home Mission appropriation, and but 
for that help they would have been obliged to give up their work. 

Only five of our seventy-six churches are able to support pastors all the 
time unaided. The majority of the churches have been greatly burdened 
and depressed by reason of heavy debts incurred in building meeting- 
houses projected in good times. The debts embarrass the work of the 
churches, and in some instances have been the ruin of the organization, as 
well as the loss of the property. Owing to the fact that these new churches 
were made up of members from all parts of the country, having different 
decrees of development in grace, and used to different methods of work, 
there have been severe internal dissensions which have greatly hindered 
the work, and in several instances the old organizations have had to be 
disbanded and the work reorganized, as the only hope of successful work. 
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In many places where our churches are weak, there is quite a large per- 
centage of ex-Baptists, some of whom have lapsed letters, but they wil! not 
come into church fellowship. With some their spirits are broken, and 
they are disappointed and despondent, because of financial reverses ; while 
others have plunged into worldliness with a reckless abandon. 

The Missionaries complain of the unimpressible and sterile soi! upon 
which they have to work. Conversions are few, and it is exceedingly hard 


- work to secure a genuine revival, even with extraordinary effort. 


ENCOU RAGEMENTS. 


Notwithstanding our depressed financial condition, during the last Con- 
vention year fifty-six of our churches, with 3,269 members, gave an 
average of sixty cents each for the Convention mission work. Thirteen 
churches averaged one dollar and upward per member. In all $2,182 was 
contributed for the Convention. 

It is a source of great encouragement to find that at the end of the 
Home Mission year, every church where there is any hope of supporting a 
pastor this year, except two, have them settled, and one of the two has 
called a man andthe other has the selection about made. Never before 
in the five years’ work of the present General Missionary on this field 
have the churches been so well supplied with good pastors. But to do this 
requires the most heroic consecration and self-denial, on the part of the 
few, that the writer has ever witnessed. If we had more mission funds a 
few more of our little churches could be supplied with pastors. For the 
same cause we are utterly unable at the present time to occupy a few im- 
portant places, where at present there is no Baptist church. 


EASTERN WASHINGTON AND NORTHERN IDAHO. 
REV. A. M. ALLYN, SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


Having so recently come into the general work, my report will neces- 
sarily be somewhat limited as to statistical details. The field comprising 
the Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho Convention has an area of 
60,000 square miles and a population of about 200,000. We have within 
the bounds of this Convention fifty-two Baptist churches with a membership 
of 2,375, and twenty-six Sunday-schools with an average attendance of 
1,100. Five new churches have been organized and two houses of worship 
erected during the year. Fifteen missionary pastors have been sustained 
for part or all of the year, including two men now on their fields whose 
commissions have not yet been issued, we now have seventeen missicnary 
pastors supplying thirty-two churches and nineteen out-stations. + our 
churches are self-supporting. Five or six others are supplied with preach- 
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ing for some portion of the time, leaving at least ten churches with, no 


regular preaching. Twenty-six churches have no house of worship. One-— 


half of our churches are in the southeast corner of Washington ; the other 
half are scattered over the southern portion of East Washington and along 
the western side of Idaho, leaving the whole northern part of the Conven- 
tion field untouched. Of the twenty counties composing the field, ten of 
them are without a Baptist minister giving his time to the work, and five of 
them have neither a Baptist church nor minister. There are several very 
important and promising openings for our work in the northern part of the 
field, ‘both in Washington and Idaho. We ought at least to have a mis- 
sionary at every county seat; and from these centres we should soon take 
the whole field for Christ. To do all this at once would, of course, involve 
too great an outlay of money; but if a little more means could be afforded 
us, we might hope to take up two or three of the most promising points 
each year until the centres of population are occupied. That done, the 
rest would easily follow. 

But without larger means we cannot hope to hold the ground now in 
possession. The applications from our churches last fall called for $1,500 
more than we could expect to spend on the whole field during the year. 
Several of these applications had to be denied, and others had to be cut 
down until I am ashamed to state what meagre salaries some of our mission- 
aries are receiving. Dear, noble, self-sacrificing servants of Christ! God 
knows they deserve better things, and some way they must have them. 


We need to expend at least $2,500 more than we do. We should have ~ 


$600 or $800 to strengthen the work now in hand, $1,200 or $1,500 for new 
fields, and $500 for a much needed missionary evangelist. 


The Nez Percé Reservation, \daho, recently opened to settlement, is — 


rapidly filling with people, and several new towns have been started with 
splendid prospects. We should have a man in that field not later than 
May I. 

Lewiston, Idaho, the gateway to the Nez Percé and Camas Prairie 
country, has received a great impetus from the immigrations to the Reser- 


vation, and is now a rapidly growing little city of over 3,000 population. — 


We have neither church nor minister in the county of which Lewiston is 
the capital. We should start our work and put a strong man at this 
important point at once. 

Vallace, Idaho, with a population of 2 »500, the leading town in the 
Coeur d'Alene country, one of the richest mining regions in the North- 
west, has just opened to us in a wonderful way. A Baptist Church has 
been organized with 15 members, and the M. E. Church, South, having 
decided to abandon their work there, offer to us asplendid church property 
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at one-third its real value. The appointment of a good man for this field 
is a necessity. 3 

Colville, Washington, a town of 1,500 people, capital of the largest 
county in the Convention field, with other good towns and rich mines in 
close proximity, 80 miles from the nearest Baptist church, must be occupied 
by us soon or our opportunity there for this generation will be gone. 

Okanogan County and its Reservation now being opened, the great min- 
ing field of Washington, we have been putting off month by month for six 
years. Six thousand people are said to be going there this spring. Can 
we be true to the Master and the Baptist cause and continue to neglect 
such fields? Then there is Goldendale and Klickitat County, where we 
have six struggling churches, three of them just coming back to us from 
the N. P. C. Convention, calling again and again, ‘‘ Come over and help 
us,’ until I know not longer how to say /Vo. : 

Thus, you see, six more men are so imperatively needed that one can 
hardly decide which one is needed first or most. And I could mention six 
other fields almost as important and just as needy. But we have already 
reached the limit of our means. To supply any of these fields would al- 
most surely mean debt to the Convention. Brethren, what shall we do? 

I could not feel it right to close without some expression of our gratitude 
for the generous aid bestowed upon our work by Board and Society, Our 
churches feel that the Home Mission Society is the mother of them all, and 
that they could not live without her fostering care. May the bounty of our 
God be hers always. 


OREGON, 
REV, GILMAN PARKER, PORTLAND, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


The State of Oregon is a vast empire, with an area of 96,030 square 
miles of territory; more than 6,000 square miles larger than England, 
Scotland and Walescombined. It contains 60,518,400 acres of land, com- 
prising every conceivable character of surface configuration. The popula- 
tion is 362,762, and is increasing at the rate of 10,000 annually. There 


_are approximately 7,250 Baptists in 136 churches, a gain of six churches 


and about 400 members. There have been about 500 baptisms. The 
reduction in membership has been large, owing to revision of church lists, 
one church alone dropping 100 names. Four houses of worship have been 
erected at an aggregate cost of $25,000. Eight ministers and as many 
churches that a year ago were not in codperation with the Oregon Baptist 
State Convention or the Home Mission Society are now in full sympathy 
and codperating with both. Contributions to our Convention treasury have 
increased in the past year over the previous one 41 per cent. 
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OUR DIFFICULTIES, 


These are numerous and persistent. It will take years to eliminate 
them. | 

First—We have the native contentment with present attainments. 
The young people, however, are wide-awake and coming to the front in 
Christian culture and work. This difficulty will not be overcome until the 


present young people, aided by incoming Baptists from the North and 


East, dominate, and a new order of things is established. 
Second—Anti-mission and non-progressive ideas, that have prevailed 
heretofore in the State, have left their impress upon the churches. 
The ‘‘once-a-month” preaching and a ‘‘ free gospel ¢., an unpaid 
ministry—have wrought untold injury. There have been some noble ex- 


ceptions to this rule; and more and more the rule of the past is becoming | 


the exception. 

Third—Conflicting ways and views as to how things should be done, 
arising from the cosmopolitan character of our population. There are 
people here from every State in the Union and from every nation on the 
globe. Hence more or less friction, and sometimes division of forces, 
making it extremely difficult for pastors or missionaries to succced. 

Fourth—A very low state of religion, owing to the prevailing idea of 
coming westward, not to serve God, but to make money and get rich. 

Fifth—The severe financial depression of the past two years, in which 
old debts have been augmented, new ones made, mortgages foreclosed and 
a general lack of confidence in making investments. These have well- 
nigh bankrupted many of our people, making collections for missions 
difficult in the extreme. | 


THE FUTURE OUTLOOK, 


Baptist affairs are in a state of transition from the old to the new order 
of things. Old divisions and jealousies are being healed; a trained and 
cducated ministry is leading on to better things. The Young People’s 


movement is growing. McMinnville College and the Pacific Baptist are 


exerting a splendid influence. The Home Mission Society, with its liberal 
distribution of funds and the wise counsels of its leaders, is the great helper 
in our work, and but for this we should have been distanced and ruled out 
o' the race altogether as a denomination. 

Specially would we mention the visits and letters of Dr. H. C. Woods, 
Superintendent of the Rocky Mountain Division of the Society’s work, 
whose service is of inestimable value to our work. Also Rev. C. A. Wooddy., 
District Secretary for the Society on the Pacific District, whose long resi- 
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dence on the coast and extensive knowledge of Baptist affairs has served 
to further the work and aid in the settlement of difficult and vexing ques- 
tions that have arisen in the work. 

While the transition period may be long and tedious, taxing our pa- 
tience and endurance, yet we hope, by the faith of God, to promote the 
interests of Christ’s kingdom and establish Baptist principles on these far 
Western shores. 


NORTHERN AND CENTRAL CALIFORNIA. 
REV. W. H. LATOURETTE, OAKLAND, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


This Convention comprises four-fifths of the population of California 
and more than one-half that of the three Pacific States—Washington, © 
Oregon and California. | 

Work is prosecuted among Chinese, Swedes, Danes and Norwegians, 
Colored People, Germans, and Americans. There are 150 churches and 
108 edifices. Six churches and 8 edifices have been added this year. Only 
20 churches pay a salary of $800.00 or more; contributions to the Mis- 
sionary Fund.... and to Edifice Fund.... 

The number of missionaries, not including those for Germans and 
Chinese, 21 ; appropriations, $7,643.50. The amount two years ago was 25 
per cent. greater than this. The retrenchment is due to continued hard 
times. Six churches became self supporting, and 3 asked lessaid. The mis- 
sionary pastors cared for 19 churches and 19 out stations, having 1,095 
members and 1,341 S. S. pupils. Total weeks of labor, 839; sermons, 
2,261 ; prayer meetings, 1,345; baptisms, 77 ; received by letter, 132. 

In edifice building the year has been encouraging. We have preceded 


all other denominations with our chapels in six villages. During the year 


to come we hope to duplicate this record and more. In Central California 
(San Joaquin Valley) all the denominations aside from ours built only two 
edifices. We built three and completed two others, and paid for all 
but one. Five gifts have been received from the Society, aggregating 
$1,500.00, and four are pending for $825.00. By the former there was 
secured property worth $10,500.00 with 1,500 sittings. Forty-two churches 

Our mission money is sufficient to assist in supporting pastors for about 
one-fifth of the churches that are worthy of help and that would be 
responsive. The other four-fifths get on as best they may. An occasional 
visit from the District Missionaries keeps some of them from dying. Many 
fields that ought to have a pastor for all his time are able to have preacliing 
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Ning 


only once a month by a pastor who thus cares for sevcral churches. In 
numbers of instances a monthly sermon is all that the people get from any 
denomination ; and hundreds of communities do not even get this. Such 
communities abound where the population is 200 to 800. | 

In the country the best of public schools are everywhere found. No 
district has less than a six-months term annually. The standard of school 
work is not surpassed anywhere. The young people are not in a semi- — 
barbarous condition. They are remarkably well educated. But they are 
ignorant of the very first principles of Christianity. They are not bar- 
barians, but educated heathen. Only a thoroughly equipped ministry can 
compel their respectful attention to the claims of Christianity... No novice 


kot 


need expect the average native Californian to listen to his preaching. | 
- Competent men we have here in full supply for all our work. But we a 
have not the mission money sufficient to employ them and to furnish them te 
even the barest subsistence. Our District Missionaries are developing as 4 / 
rapidly as possible circuits of self-supporting churches, and are helping . | 
them to secure as pastors some of our unemployed ministers. a | 
The work presents several hopeful aspects. ” 
There is a perceptible increase in the sense of obligation to State Mis- is | 
sions; contributions have come from a larger number of churches than a 
heretofore, though continued hard times have prevented enlarged reccipts a 
to the treasury. In consecration and in effectiveness the missionary staff a 


has never been surpassed. Especially to be mentioned are our District a 
Missionaries. They are correcting the evils resulting from the work of is 


irresponsible evangelists and they are making all the small churches feel a 
that our Convention is helping them. Thus our work is being unified. a 
The work should be enlarged in several directions. a 
On and near one reservation are 2,oco Indians among whom no mission | a : 
work has ever been done. Some of them are asking for a missionary. The : ” 
Loun races who are here by tens of thousands are almost totally neglected 4 
by all denominations and should have missionaries. is 
A mighty revival in gold mining has come. Nothing like it has been a 
sccn in 40 years. The product of gold this year will surpass any other a 
State and will increase annually. Old villages and towns long deserted, 4 
anc scores of new ones, are now thronging with people without the Gospel. i 
The mines are chiefly of quartz, not placer, as formerly, thus insuring a og 
pc:manent population. For many decades to come this branch of mining ia 
wi! employ large numbers of men with families. The employees of these — i 
itiense quartz mills and mines are as accessible to the Gospel as are the 3 
Operatives of any ordinary factory. For lack of funds we have not yet a] 


“enteredthe mining districts. | 
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THE CHINESE WORK. 


Of work among the Chinese there are five Missions—San Francisco, 
Oakland, Sacramento, Fresno, and Visalia. There are five night-schools 
and ten mission teachers. The appropriations have been $3,400. There 
is one church (San Francisco) with 54 members, having a missionary 
pastor, Rev. Tone Kit Hing. Here also is a substantial mission plant 
besides the one in Fresno. Both properties are held by the Society. 

A new feature this year is the work of Deacon Chow Leung. He labors 


as an evangelist, preaching to his countrymen in our missions and to those 


in places where they have never heard the Gospel. It is estimated that 
10,000 Chinese in California have never heard a sermon. Some of these 
have been here forty years. When converted they are welcomed into our 
churches. Baptisms, 9. Another native preacher is greatly needed. A 
trained and competent man is here, and is ready for the work. We have 
not had the money to employ him, and he is temporarily engaged by another 
denomination. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND ARIZONA, 
REV. W. W. TINKER, LOS ANGELES, CAL., GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 


This field, in common with the great West, has been passing through 
a period of struggle during the past year. It has been a problem to keep 
men on old fields and at the same time advance the work in new sections. 
Through the clemency of the Home Mission Society carrying our 
debt of a former year and advancing money to occupy these new 
fields, it has been possible to prevent disaster, but the time has come 
when, owing to the pressure of the times and the burdens of the 
Society, it is imperative that a change be made, and _ retrenchment 
is inevitable. The Lord have mercy on those struggling communities 
that will thus be compelled to forego the privileges of worship 
according to their convictions, with the strong probability that valu- 
able positions already gained will have to be relinquished. There is 


_ much to encourage on this field in the large possibilities in the future, Dut 


the developments that make for permanency and self-support in many of 
the places are very slow. A fostering hand is needed at such a critical 
time to ‘‘ hold on” until the environment is sufficiently strong to wairant 
pushing out the young interest to ‘ paddle for itself.” In many cases such 
a course means death. The growth of the rural districts is slow, as 2/50 
is that of the smaller towns, but it.does not take a “son of a prophet” to 
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see that in the future this is to be a thickly populated section and a State 
to itself. What can we do with the limited resources at our command to 
occupy in some creditable degree these promising communities? 

The tendency for the past year or more has been to Los Angeles, the 
growing centre of Southern California. The population is increasing at the 
rate of ten thousand a year, and the most phenomenal building impulse of 


any city in the West has developed here within the last two years. It has. 


seemed that we should get a hold on this city and occupy important points 
in it. During the last year the writer has been devoting much time to 
this, and has planted a church in one of the best sections of the city that 
promises to become a centre of influence for our denomination in the near 
future. Other locations are being atieedt as the means for prosecuting the 
work are forthcoming. 

A general survey of the work for this section shows that there have 
been in operation on this field 28 workers supplying 36 churches and out-sta- 
tions. Four houses of worship have been erected. These missionaries 
preached over 2,300 sermons; made 7,000 religious visits ; baptized 75 con- 
verts and distributed 200 Bibles and Testaments and 15,000 pages of tracts. 
The coming year bids fair to be one of unusual hardship owing to fail- 
ure in some sections of the orange crop and a drouth in other parts, cut- 
ting off two main sources of revenue. We cannot refrain from asking an 
interest in the prayers of the great Baptist brotherhood, and urging liberal 
responses to the appeals of the Society that they may be relieved and 
afford us more help in the near future. 


ARIZONA, 


There are many reasons for thankfulness in this Territory. Tucson, un- 
der the pastoral care of Rev. H. M. Bell, has taken on new life, and the 
Spirit is manifest in conversions very frequently in their meetings. The 
old adobe house, that has been somewhat of an ‘‘ eyesore ” to all who have 
visited there, has been improved and made to look very creditable. 

Tempe and Mesa, under the care of Rev. A. B. Tomlinson, are pro- 
gressing in a hopeful manner, and the former has added a parsonage to its 
property. Prescott is in a state of spiritual revival, and Pastor Smale is 
cheered in his heart by the manifest presence of the Spirit. Rev. W. J. 
Melton has done faithful service among the people along the Gila River 
Canal, and is now adding some special work among the Mexicans to his 
aiready large and burdensome duties. An ‘attempt has been made to 
secure a hold on the mining town of Jerome; a house of worship has been 
built and the prospects are encouraging. This is a town of some 1,000 
people, and the most prosperous mining town in the Territory. Rev. R. 
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A. Windes has done valuable service on this field. Large irrigating schemes 
are on foot in this soon-to-be State, and it is imperative that more money 
be spent there to enable us to do our share in reaching the important 
places. What more canbe said? The doors are open—shall we enter ? 
Who will answer ? 


THE CHINESE BAPTIST CHURCH OF SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
BY H. F. NORRIS, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Baptist mission work for the Chinese on the Pacific Coast was first 
begun in 1854 by a returned missionary, Rev. J. Lewis Shuck, who, after 
a long service in China, was sent here by the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. After seven years’ labor in Sacramento, 
during which a number of Chinese were received into the membership 
of the First Baptist Church, Mr. Shuck returned to the South. The 


- work was taken up again in 1871 by Rev. R. H. Graves, of Canton, China,. 


and an earnest Christian Chinaman, Fung Leung Nam. They were in 
San Francisco about eight months. Rev. John Francis then undertook 
the work. He was succeeded by another returned missionary, Rev. E. Z. 
Simmons, of Canton, China, who spent sixteen months during the years 
1874 and 1875 in the city, with the exception of a brief period given to > the 
establishment of a similar work in Portland, Oregon. 

Upon the return of Dr. Simmons to China, Rev. J. Francis again con- 
ducted the mission for a while, but the appropriations made for the sup- 
port of the work were discontinued by the Home Board and he was forced 
to close the mission. 

No effort was made to revive it until 1879, when the Southern Baptist 
Board sent Rev. J. B. Hartwell, D.D., to make a new beginning. Ina 
short time he had rented a vacant store on Washington Street, fronting 
the plaza ; opened an evening school, found a few of the Chinese brethren 
who had been identified with the cause previously, and organized them 
into a Baptist church. For eight years the work was continued in this 
place. The church was reorganized in 1884, at which time the work was 
given up by the Southern Baptist Convention, and for the second time the 
Home Mission Society of New York took charge of it, appointing Dr. 
Hartwell as its Missionary and General Superintendent of Chinese mis- 
sions on the Pacific Coast. 

At the same time Mrs. Janie L. Sanford, now Mrs. Dr. R. H. Graves, 0! 
Canton, China, who had been a most efficient helper in the mission work 
for three years, was appointed by the Woman’s Baptist Home Mission 
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Society of Chicago for special work among the women and children. It 
was during this year that she opened the school for Chinese children 
which has been continued under different teachers to the present time. 

In 1887, the Chinese Baptist Church was erected by the American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Society at a cost, including the lot, of more than $20,000. 
It is a brick structure of modern design and finish. In the main building 
is located the auditorium, which is capacious, well lighted and ventilated. 
The northern end of the house is two stories high. On the first floor is 
the pastor’s study, kitchen, janitor’s and children’s schoolrooms. Here 
the work of the Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society is conducted 
by Misses Ford and Ross, who give their entire time to it. One large 
room covers the upper floor, which is used for the evening school— 
being divided during the recitation hour into four compartments by cur- 
tains drawn from the sides to the centre. Admission is gained thereto 
by a broad flight of stairs communicating both with the street and 
lower floor. This floor is occupied by the ‘‘ Kindergarten ”’—the only one 
in the city for Chinese children—which was opened a few months since 
by the Chicago ladies, and is under the efficient management of Miss 
Irene Johnson. While this department of the work was undertaken as a 
temporary feature, it has been so well attended and proven itself to be 
such a valuable adjunct to the school for larger children, we earnestly 
hope it will be made a permanent addition to the mission. It is a long 
step forward in the right direction. 

The school for boys and young men is held every evening, except 
Saturday, from 7 to 9 o’clock; is opened with prayer, and closed with a 
short Gospel talk, singing, repeating the Lord’s prayer in concert in both 
English and Chinese, and a prayer in Chinese. 

On Wednesday evening the schoolbooks are put aside at helbopere 
cight o’clock, and the weekly prayer-meeting is held. A short sermon is 
preached, prayers offered, testimonies given, the Scriptures read and 
hymns sung, the service continuing for one hour. Every Saturday even- 
ing the Young Men’s Christian Association holds its meeting. It has a 
‘arge membership and several branch organizations in interior cities. 

The Sunday-school for children is held from 11 A.M. to 12 o’clock. 


From 12 tol P, M., those brethren who can attend at that hour are en- — 


gaged in Bible study, led by one of their number. At 1 o’clock the preach- 
ing service begins. It is held at this late hour to enable those brethren 
wo are engaged as house servants to be in attendance. At 2:30the Union 
Street service is held, the preachers from the various missions alternating 
in the lead. The audience at this service, which has been held for about 
nine years, averages about 150. The Sunday-school for all who will 
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come, and which is conducted in English, is opened at 6 P. M., and after 
the preaching service, which begins at 7:30, is over, the work of the 
day is ended. 

In May, 1886, Rev. Tong Kit Hing, who was converted in China, and 


educated for the ministry at Dr. Graves’ school in Canton, came from Port- 


land, Oregon, as the assistant pastor of this church. At the time of Dr. 
Hartwell’s return to China, in 1893, Bro. Tong was chosen as pastor, 
and serves the church most efficiently in that capacity. He gathers the 
brethren in his study every evening for the first half-hour of the school 
and teaches them the Bible; then at the close of the evening school he 
invites all, who will, to remain a half-hour longer for the study of the 
Bible and Chinese classics. He also teaches three hours each forenoon in 
the children’s school. They are taught English in the afternoon by Miss 
Abbie Ross, a graduate of the Chicago training school, who has charge 
of that department during the absence of Miss M. J. Ames in the East. 

Three have been baptized into the membership of the church during 
the past year, and at the close of the preaching service two weeks ago 
seven made a profession of faith in Jesus as their Saviour, all of whom 
are or have been in regular attendance upon our evening school. 

The Chinese population of San Francisco is much less than in former 
years. It is variously estimated now—some say 20,000, others 15,000. 
There must be at least 17,500 who make their homes here. The two 
Chow brothers, Wing and Lung, who are now serving the Society as 
Evangelists—the first named in Southern and the other in Northern Cali- 
fornia—have been trained in this mission for the work which they are no 
doing so acceptably. | 

The Holy Spirit seems just now to be moving upon the hearts of many 
of the Chinese, and we ask all who read these lines to pray that He will 
lead them to an acceptance of the true God and his Son Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour. 


THE FRENCH, 


REV. J. N. WILLIAMS, PROVIDENCE, R. I., SUPERINTENDENT. 


Our French work has attracted unusual attention this past year in New 
England. The problem of French evangelization has been discussed at 
the anniversary gatherings of all five of our Baptist State Conventions, and 
in a very large number of ministers’ Associations, from the great °‘ ministers’ 
meeting” in Boston to like gatherings in Providence, Worcester, North 
Adams, Lowell, Fall River, Lawrence, Fitchburg, Portland, Rockiand, 
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Waterville, etc. A missionary conference held in February at Boston to 
consider methods of work, etc., was attended by influential representatives. 
from all New England States. Many circumstances are pushing this ques- 
tion to the front. The invasion from Canada of French-Canadian Roman- 
ists is reaching gigantic proportions. Checked for a while by the recent 
stagnation in our great manufacturing industries, it has secommenced its. 
flow, and last autumn it had reached the highest point of chat immigration 
which has brought into the land of the Pilgrims fully half a million of 
French-Canadians. It is no longer a mere industrial question, but also a 
great social, political and religious problem. ‘This vigorous and prolific 
race, who in their medizval proclivities and training have made the Province: 
of Quebec an abject vassal of the Romish hierarchy, and who as a balance 
of power virtually rule the whole Dominion, are fast becoming in New Eng- 
land as large a proportion of its inhabitants as they are to-day of Canada, 
where Manitoba’s great majority for free schools is overridden by ecclesias- 
tical dictation and the French-Canadian vote at Ottawa. Our New England 
policy of letting alone no longer satisfies, as this French-Canadian Roman 
Catholic power is sweeping in upon us. It is unfortunate that with all the 
history of the past to learn from, our Protestant land should have been indif- 
ferent to the encroachments of Romanism until pressure of these evils has. 
come upon it. But this is nothing new. It was so in regard to another 
kind of slavery, that of the body. African slavery for many, many years 
was condoned, had apologists and defenders in Church and State in the free 
North, until, like a huge octopus, it was strangling one after the other our 
cherished liberties. Then only did the friends of freedom awake. Thus. 
that hoary, mighty hierarchical power, stealthily creeping in upon us in New 
England has had all these years among the descendants of the Pilgrims 
apologists, defenders, friends, almost a welcome from preachers, college 
presidents, politicians ; but the ills of that system of error are beginning so 
toreach us and to press upon us in the deterioration of New England life, 
in the corruption of politics, in the increase ofcrime, of intemperance, in the 
boycottof non-subservient business, in exclusion of offending Protestants from 
place and power, in defamation and hatred of our public schools, in the 
ostracism of all that is religious in our New England institutions, that thou- 
sands who have been sleeping along in unconcern and indifference and 
neglect of duty are awakening to give thought and sympathy and prayer 
2nd means to all wise efforts to evangelize these masses and bring this great 
French-Canadian immigration as far as possible under the influence of the 
Gospel. 
More than usual attention has been given to 
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THE METHODS OF WORK,.—CHAPELS. 


The imperative need of conveniently located and carefully Iiaipped 
places of worship has especially occupied the thought of friends of this work. 
Vestries of our American churches and hired halls have been hitherto the 
main resort of French missionaries. But the former are so often unfavor- 
ably located in regard to the French population of the place and so little at 
the disposal of the missionary in regard to time or frequency of service, and 
the halls in many places impossible to secure owing to Romish influence 
and opposition, that we have come to feel that the next best use of mission- 
ary money, after the employment of the living messenger of the Gospel to 
go into the highways and byways of this lost people, is the erection of 
places of worship distinctively French. 

In this direction the work this last year has been moving + slong encour- 
agingly. The whole amount needed for the erection of a good chapel has 
been secured for the work at Nashua. The Rev. G. G. Brien, our mission- 
ary, writes: ‘‘ We have bought a lot and a nice chapel will be built on it 
soon, and we propose to have the best chapel for the French work in New 
England. Thirty-five hundred dollars have been subscribed for it, and if 
any one desires to have an interest in it we want 125 chairs that will cost 
about $1.50 apiece.” 

A very fine chapel has been built in the southern suburb of the city of 
Worcester in the heart of a populous French-Canadian district in connec- 
tion with the work of Rev. A. St. James at a cost with lot of $4,000 

The free and full use of a chapel for the French work in Fall River has 
been donated by the First Baptist Church of that city. 

The erection of a chapel for the French work at Lewiston, Maine, has 
recently been taken in hand by the Maine State Convention in connection 
with an offer of co-operation on the part of the Home Mission Society. 

We find, however, that much, if not most, of this French mission work is 
to be done outside and beyond the regular public service in places of worship. 

The hardest problem to solve is how to get the ear of this people. The 
French from infidel France are more easily reached. They are so little 
under the control of the priesthood that they dare hear anyone that has 
talent or topic to interest and attract. But the average French Canadian 
is such a slave of the priesthood that he dazes not to hear if the priest for- 
bids, and it is just at this point that the chief conflict must be waged between 
the messenger of the truth and the spirit of error. All these French-Cana- 
dians are forbidden with threats of dire consequences to enter places of 
Protestant worship. All do not obey, but the great mass dare not disobey. 


To meet this perhaps greatest of all difficulties we have the outdoor service. 
This has been of two kinds; 
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(1) THE HUSTING, 


At Danielsonville, Conn., trouble between priest and people, mainly 
owing to the refusal of the bishop to remove an offensive Irish priest and 
send them one of their own nationality, gave us what seemed an occasion 
to interest them in the better ‘‘ Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” But 
though exasperated by the unreasonableness and tyranny of their spiritual 
-jeaders to the forsaking of their church services, hardly a dozen could be 
drawn into a church or hall. Well, a platform was erected under the shade 
of stately elms, on grounds owned by parties friendly to evangelical work 
and in close proximity to the main thoroughfare. A French service on 
Sabbath or at the evening hour would soon gather here audiences of three, 
five or fifteen hundred French Roman Catholics, standing or sitting on the 
grass, as when Jesus fed the multitudes, and listening attentively for a couple 
of hours to words of Gospel truth. Scores of gatherings like these have 
been held in centres of French population in New England, reaching often 
two or three thousand; sometimes disturbed, occasionally riotous, but 
usually peaceful ; and thus the good seed has been sown in human hearts 
and minds —‘‘ some,” as in the parable, to be caught away, ‘‘some”’ to 
wither in rocky soil, ‘‘ some ” to bechoked by thorns, *‘ others ’’ to ‘‘ bring 
forth fruit, some a hundred-fold,” etc. 


A grand auxiliary is 
(2) THE GOSPEL WAGON, 


With this the missionary goes up into the chariot, not like Philip, to 
preach to ome in the chariot, but to hundreds and thousands around about 
it. The wagon adds the advantage of bringing colporteur supplies, choir, 
organ, platform or pulpit, at any moment, to occupy strategic points, the 
crowded highway, the frequented corners or the thronged common. Thus 
has the Gospel been preached by courageous brethren in spite of priest and 
devil in scores of our New England French-invaded towns to thousands 
upon thousands of that people. ‘‘ What shall the harvest be?” From 
these outdoor crowds some are gathered in to indoor after-services, and 
finally lead to Christ. | 

Bro. St. James writes: ‘‘ 1 baptized one two weeks since who dates her 
interest at the Gospel wagon meetings last June, and just at that time we 
had to have police protection and fight for a hearing ; still the Spirit worked, 
and the Lord through it all was claiming His own.” 

Brother Brien says: ‘‘ Our open-air meetings have been well attended, 
a.‘hough we have received a few stones, but without much harm done, only 
ove that was felt on the missionary’s wife’s head.” 
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Bro. Leger writes: ‘‘1 held regularly during the summer outdoor 
meetings, always having a crowd of hearers. A goodly number have been 
interested and nine have declared themselves out-and-out Protestants. The 
outdoor meetings which I held at Lewiston had for effect to fill the hall 
where I held my services, until, through Roman Catholic intrigue and 


opposition, that hall was taken away from me.” 


From Bro. LaFleur, Marlboro, Mass., this item came: ‘‘ About eleven 
open-air meetings were held during the summer upon the French Hill Sun- 
day afternoons, thus preaching the Gospel to a large number who otherwise 
would not have been reached.” 

From Woonsocket, Rev. N. N. Aubin writes: ‘‘ Open-air and tent meet- 
ings were held during the summer months with good results. Thousands. 
of people attended these meetings and order prevailed. About forty Roman. 
Catholic families are now reading with care and earnestness the Bible.” 

Another method, the most important perhaps of all, is 


VISITATION, 


or personal or colporteur work. No one knows, who has not learned by 
experience, what this requires of courage and zeal and love, and vigor both 
of body and mind. To go from house to house, with the avowed purpose 
of giving religious instruction to Roman Catholics, is usually useless. 
Prejudiced as they are, urged as they are by their priests to resent with 
ejection, quick and decided—if with broomstick, or violence, all the better— 
all interference with their religion, this going from door to door as a reli- 
gious teacher, arouses fanaticism and hatred to such a degree that the mis- 
sionary’s progress will be heralded in advance of him, so that in thickly 
populaied Roman Catholic districts‘ nothing but closed doors, insult or 
ejectment wili be the result. The only possible way usually is to go as a 
seller of publications, and as such watch for opportunities, if not of sale or 
loan for examination, at least for conversation and instruction. 

Our Brother D. LeClaire, of Fall River, quite an adept in this method,. 
reports the placing of 121 copies of the Word of God in Roman Catholic 
French families, only three of which copies were subsequently burned. 

Dr. Dumesnil, our missionary at Putnam and Danielson, Conn., says of 
this part of his work: ‘‘ The 73 Testaments which I have sold this year, 
and the thousands of pamphlets which I have disposed of to this people, 
are not lost.” | 

And the same may be said of the 22,840 pages of tracts, and the 
75 copies of the Word of God disposed of among the 12,000 French Cathio- 
lics within the bounds of the Wachusett’s Baptist Association, the field 
cultivated by our missionary, Brother Moses Robert. 
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The visitation most effective of all, we think, is that which may be con- 
nected with what might be termed missionary ubiquity, that is, fortuitous 
meetings by the wayside, on the public streets, in places of public resort, 
in friendly homes, either Protestant or liberal Roman Catholic, American 
or French, to which, on invitation or from curiosity, or on errands, or 
from neighborly or sociable habit they are wont to come in an accessible 
frame of mind. | 

Another agency is 
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THE PRESS, 


The long-felt want of a good Baptist paper in the French language for 
our French Home Mission work has at last been met in a degree, at least, 
by the monthly publication of a French paper, Ze Your. ‘The manage- 
ment of this new enterprise, inaugurated in November,.is in the hands of 
three of our ablest brethren: Brothers A. St. James, J. Aubin, and E. 
Ramette. Asa periodical discussing the questions of the hour, defending 
and proclaiming the truth, as we Baptists hold it, gathering the tidings of 
the kingdom, and enshrining in its columns the gems of our Christian lit- 
erature, 1t is destined to be a powerful auxiliary of the work, as it goes by 
subscription or free distribution into thousands of French hémes. 

Four publications, the fruit of long experience in the work, have 
been added to our supply of useful English and French missionary litera- 
ture—three by private enterprise: ‘‘ Lectures on the Principal Doctrines 
of the Roman Catholic Church,” by Rev. Gideon Aubin, of Springfield, 
Mass.; ‘Les Premiérs Eléments,” or French catechism, by Rev. P. N. 
Coyer, of Waterville; a tract on prayer, by Brother M. Robert, of Fitch- 
burg, Mass., and ‘‘ La Régle de Foi,” by Rev. J. N. Williams, of Provi- 
dence, R. I., issued by the American Baptist Publication Society. 


THE FRENCH DEPARTMENT AT NEWTON THEOIOGICAL SEMINARY, 


Success is attending our plan of preparing laborers for the French work 
at Newton Seminary. Six new students entered the seminary last fall, 
making a class of eight this year who are studying subjects most germane 
to their prospective work in the French field, under the instruction of the 
General Missionary, while following the studies of the regular English 
course. Five of them, while pursuing their studies in the seminary, have 
been doing regular mission work in the vicinity under the auspices of the 
Home Mission Society, and report cases of conversion and baptism of 
Romanists. | 

The employment of a regular FRENCH EVANGELIST is among the plans 
ofthe near future. We have the right man, and-we hope soon to have 
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the means. A new method of French evangelization has this past year 
been persistently urged upon the friends of the French work. It is that of 
sending laborers, ‘‘two by two,” for temporary occupation of new fields 
and for work on primitive or apostolic plans, from the ‘‘ house that is 
worthy ” as the centre of missionary effort. We wish that, without with- 
drawal of the forces from any of our regular fields, this could be done 
by brethren of good qualifications as pioneers. 

To evangelistic methods we wish that there might be adjoined in our 
French work what has proved so great a help in our English revival work, 
the services ofa first-class GOSPELSINGER. This has never been tried; yet 
the French-Canadians, as a people, are peculiarly susceptible to the in- 
fluence of song, and a service of song of marked excellency wheeled into 
line, in the effort to capture the ear of this people for the truth of God’s 
Word, might gather multitudes within the sound of Gospel preaching. 


CHURCH ORGANIZATION, 


It may be a surprise to some of our friends that the organizing of sepa- 
rate French churches has not as yet been among the methods of French 
evangelization in New England. It has been felt from the beginning of 
this work that converts just coming out of the Roman Catholic Church, 
without any experience whatever in running a church on Gospel princi- 
ples of congregational or self-government, are poorly prepared for the 
responsibilities of managing church affairs. And as most French churches 
hitherto organized separately in former efforts in different parts of the 
country have lived frequently both troubled and short lives, usually end- 
ing in being merged into our American churches before reaching a 
status of real independence and self-support, the opinion has prevailed 
among the French converts, as well as among their best and wisest 
friends, that for the highest good of all, and the permanent and steady 
progress of the cause, our French converts should hold their membership 
in some one of the well-established and well-manned American churches 
of the immediate vicinity, and meanwhile work by themselves in the con- 
dition of a French mission, with its church edifice and appurtenances and 
appliances for religious work among that nationality, and have thus the 
immense advantage of organic connection with a body of experienced 
Protestant Christians who, in trouble and persecution, could defend, and 


-in weakness and dependence would be all the more disposed to stretch 


forth the helping hand. 


Whether or not our methods have been all that the great importance 
and the great difficulties of this French work demand, certain it is that 
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God has graciously vouchsafed to continue rich blessings upon His 
servants in their various fields. 

To a recent request for tidings from missionaries, the following are 
some of the replies to the questions on number of baptisms, number 
of French Protestants, number of members (French), of French popula- 
tion, etc. | 

Waterville, Me.—‘‘ Thirty baptisms. French-Canadian Protestants, 
250 to 3co. Church members, 93. French population, 4,000. I have 
had twelve baptisms since your visit here.” 

Springfield, Mass. —‘‘ Last Sabbath four converts, instead of three, as 
I announced, were baptized. The fourth was an aged man of 74, who has 
just recently been converted, after having in his opposition to the truth 
thrown two Bibles into the fire. It is a wonderful conversion. The Lord 
is in the work in Springfield. Baptisms, 11. French Protestants, about 
250. French population, Springfield and vicinity, about 22,000. Pages 
of religious literature distributed, 349,000 

Lowell, Mass.—The Rev. I. B. LeClaire reports that he has baptized 
16 persons, of whom 13 were converted Romanists. The mission has per- 
formed good work with its Gospel wagon, named “ Bonne Nouvelle” 
(Good News). | 

Marlboro, Mass.—T his field, after passing through many discourage- 
ments, is thus spoken of this year by the missionary: ‘‘A large number 
of families have been visited, both Protestant and Catholic. A Testament 
or Bible has been left where we thought it would do good, but wisely 
placed in such families. The brethren and sisters of the mission have 
nobly stood by the work. To them I owe a tribute of gratitude, for they 
have remained firm while the tempest of discouragement came, thus 
holding up my arms in prayer whilst the devil seemed to have the upper 
hand with us. Five baptisms during the year is not very large, and yet, 
having learned to be content with little, we feel very thankful for those who 
thus have confessed their Lord. The interest of late is growing, and 
many new families can be visited, where God’s word is making its way 
amidst the darkness of Romanism.” 

Woonsocket, R. J.—Baptisms, 17; members, 36. French Protestants, 
200; French population, 14,000. Population of the city, including the 
French, 24,000. A few weeks ago one of the French priests made the 
following statement: ‘‘ Ten years ago every French Roman Catholic 
Was an attendant of the church. Now there are 1,000 people in this city 
who never goinside of the church.” There is a great tendency among the 
French to break away from their Church. 

|) orcester, Mass.—‘ Baptisms, 19; members, 98. I am sure that over 
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faith. Nothwithstanding all, she regularly attends our services week days 
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1,000 Canadians are Protestants in Worcester. I find them in every 
church. The French-Canadian population last given is 11,000.” 

From Danielson, Conn., the missionary writes: ‘‘ The Roman Catho- 
lic French in this place are more than ever in revolt against their church 


authorities. At a meeting, largely attended, on the 14th of February, to 


which I was invited, as were also Brother Burwash and the Baptist pastor, 
Rev. Mr. Hatfield, it was decided that they would do nothing toward the 
support of their church, convent, parochial schools, etc., so long as the 
bishop should refuse to yield to their demands. Another petition has been 
sent to the Holy See, and if the answer is not favorable, which it will proba- 
bly not be, I have no doubt but that there will be a breaking away and 
a chance to do a great workhere. Four have been baptized and two others 
have been received as candidates by the church, which will make six bap- 
tisms in connection with the work. Two young men, both Roman Catholics, 
went from here to the Grande Ligne Mission School, and three new families 
have recently united with our little flock.” | | 
From Waterbury, Conn., a field recently opened, the missionary, en- 
gaged only since September last, writes of six new converts baptized, and 
gives two cases of persecution for the truth’s sake which surpass anything 
we have heard of recently. Both cases relate to excellent Christian 
women, recently baptized into the fellowship of the American Baptist 
Church. Both are mothers of large families. Of one the missionary 
writes: ‘‘In regard to Mme. T., the case is exceedingly sad and extra- 


heroic courage of that dear child of God in her resolve to bear everything 
in her love for her Saviour. There is hardly anything that her cruel 
husband will not do to discourage her in the faith of the Gospel, from most 
brutal reproaches and accusations to blows, to force her to renounce her 


and Sabbath. I had two interviews with her husband—once, on pretext 
of business, at his shop, for I was told that he was dangerous in his mad 
hate of our faith, and I wanted to get some knowledge of his charactcr. [ 
next went to invite him to come to our meetings and see for himself that it 
was not as he had been told. Oh! if you could have seen him; his rage 
as he held his razor in his hand with menacing attitude; but that did not 
prevent me from talking to him fully ten minutes. It would bea long story 
should I tell you all that these two sisters have to endure in their homes 
just because the priest urges on these men in their endeavors to discourage 


their wives from following the Gospel, so as to bring them back int» the 
Romish fold.” 
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We wish that space permitted extracts from reports from other fields. 
But the foregoing, as samples of the whole, may suffice. 

The battle is a hard one; but victories are won in the name of the 
Master. Some 153 baptisms are reported by the different missionaries 
from their several fields. The French-Canadian population in the imme- 
diate fields occupied by our corps of missionaries is no less than 185,000, 
How vast the field in which laborers have entered! How immensely 
greater that in which none have yet entered, even in New England, with 
its half-million of these French foreigners! These first fruits, from year to 
year, we believe, promise a glorious harvest. May the Lord help our dear 
Home Mission Society to ‘‘ push things” in this direction, as well as in all 
others on the vast and grand field of its operations. 


THE GERMANS. 


REV, G, A, SCHULTE, JERSEY CITY, N. J., SUPERINTENDENT. 


In submitting this annual report, I desire to express my gratitude to 
Almighty God for His providential care and for the manifold blessings 
bestowed upon our efforts to reach the Germans with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. In view of the distressing conditions prevailing in some of the 
country districts, and the low wages among the laboring classes in the 
cities, the year just past has been a year of intense labor and much solici- 
tude, but the Lord has graciously brought us through, and His name be 
praised, 


THE FIELD. 


The field intrusted to the writer’s care is a large one. It reaches in the 
West to the Pacific Coast and in the Northwest into the provinces of 
British North America. Germans are scattered over all the Northern 
States and Territories, and at present German immigrants from Germany 
and from the North are entering some of the Southern States. Several 
oi the leading members of a German Baptist Church in the vicinity of 
New York City have settled in South Carolina, and a colony of German 
Baptists have made Arkansas their home, and are about to organize a 
church. But, with the exception of some of the border States, the 
Southern States do not at present warrant extensive missionary operations. 
Our field is the North, the great Western and Northwestern States, the 
large cities in the East and West, with their multitudes of Germans, ail 
brought to our shores by a wonderful guidance, to become a part of our 
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body politic, and to be absorbed into our national life. One factor, anda 
very important one in the process of assimilation now going on, is the 
preaching of the Gospel and bringing the Germans into close touch with 
the religious life in America. Thereby will the German population not 
only be blessed themselves, but be made a blessing to this their adopted 
country. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT'S DUTIES, 


These consist in supervising all the German Mission work conducted by 
the Society. It is his duty, as far as possible, to visit the mission churches, 
encourage the missionaries, and to investigate new mission districts. As the 
field is so large, it is impossible to inspect personally each part, but 
through our organization a thorough and wise oversight is maintained. 
The churches are divided into six conferences. Each conference has its 
own missionary organization for work in its own borders. All applica- 
tions for aid ate considered by the local committee, then referred to the 
General Committee, and then presented to the Board of the Society for 
action with the indorsement of the Superintendent. Reports of the 
missionaries are also sent to him at the end of each quarter. Thus he is 
constantly posted concerning the progress of the work in each part of the 
field. 

It is also his duty to interest the churches in Home Mission work, as 
half of the amount appropriated for German work must be contributed by 
the German churches. This is done by visiting the churches personally 
and by means of the newspaper press. During the past year he has 
visited seventy-nine (79) churches, has preached one hundred and twenty- 
three (123) sermons, made sixty-eight (68) addresses, traveled one thou- 
sand four hundred and thirty-five (1,435) miles, written one thousand 
two hundred and sixteen (1,216) letters and postal cards, and twenty-three 
articles for the press; five of these were subsequently published as leafiets 
for distribution in the churches. He has also furnished each German 
church with a package of Home Mission envelopes and literature. In 
order to raise our portion for the Church Edifice Department, a Chil iren’s 


Day has been instituted in our Sunday-schools, with a specially prepared 
programme, which has been under his direction. | 


THE EXTENT OF THE GERMAN WORK, 


In looking over the whole field, he finds that there are at present two 
hundred and twenty-eight (228) German churches in this country, with a 
membership of 20,804. One hundred and ninety-five (195) have’ houses 
of worship, valued $1,069,305, with an indebtedness of $103,414. Eighty- 
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seven (87) have -parsonages worth $107,580, with a debt of $20,920. 
Deducting the whole of the debt, the German churches at present possess 
church property to the amount of $1,052,551. The churches raised for 
current expenses last year $124,151.39. This is over $6 per member, 
and for missionary and benevolent objects $43,994.96. These figures 
speak for the liberality of the German churches. Three of our mission 
churches have become self-sustaining during the year, and three more 
will be added to the list on June Ist. 

The past year has not been as fruitful in regard to the number of 
baptisms as the year before, yet one thousand five hundred and thirty-five 
(1,535) converts were baptized. The large majority of these were adults, 


formerly in connection with either the Lutheran or Roman Catholic 


churches. Eleven new churches were organized during the year, and 
nineteen houses of worship dedicated; for three of these aid was received 
from the Church Edifice Department to the amount of $1,200. 


GERMAN AMERICANS, 


Some of our churches are in a state of transition from German-speaking 
into English-speaking churches. In localities where there is no influx 
of immigration, it is only a question of time when mission work in the 
German language must cease. The German Baptists are in such places 
doing very important preparatory work. They are toiling and sacrificing, 


and when they have accomplished their object, others will reap the 


reward. Their work may be lost sight of by the general public, but the 
influence of that work will endure, and will be recognized by the workers 
who will follow, speaking in another language, but having the same spirit 
and aim With a certain degree of pride I refer to the fact that some of 
the successful ministers in our denomination are the fruit of German 
Mission work. The brother who has recently received a call to become 
the successor of the late Dr. Gordon was baptized by a German pastor into 
the fellowship of a German Baptist church. Influential and liberal laymen 
are found in English-speaking churches who were brought to Christ by 
the influence of German churches. Thus the German Baptists are making 
eficient workers of those who would, perhaps, never have come into con- 


neciion with our denomination had it not been for the influence of the 
German churches. | 


THE MISSIONARIES. 


About the same number of missionaries were under appointment as last 
year. They were located in eighteen States and four Provinces. They 
report 2,578 weeks of labor, preached 7,363 sermons, led 3,921 prayer- 
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meetings, made 20,993 visits, baptized 274 converts and received 268 by 
letter and experience. 

The amount of money expended during the year for the missionaries, 
including the salary and expenses of the Superintendent, is $14,670.15, 
Ot this sum, the German churches have paid $7,338.56. 

Three of our missionaries were called home during the year, ali of 
them in the prime of life. Rev. Johann Marks died at the beginning of the 
year, April 12th. He had just entered upon a new field of labor at 
Hebron, North Dakota. Rev. Hieronymus Gromminger, at Jersey City, 
fell asleep in Jesus on February 7th; on the 25th of the same month Rey. 
Emil Bauert, of Hastings, Nebraska, died. They were men of God, faith- 
ful in the service of their Master and beloved by their fellow-laborers. 

The Seventh Day Adventists and also the ‘‘ Latter-Day Saints” are 
trying very hard to break into our Baptist ranks. Some of our churches in 
the West have been flooded with the literature of these two sects. A 
certain book has been doing considerable mischief in some localities. 
Even one of our missionaries has recently been led astray by it, and has 
sent in his resignation, in order to preach according to the ‘‘new light” he 
declares to have received. 


THE PACIFIC COAST, 


A new conference was organized during the year on the Pacific Coast, 
and thus we shall there be able to push the work with more energy than we 
were able to do heretofore. We are hoping for great success to crown 
our labors in this direction. There are large settlements of Germans in 
California and Oregon, which ought to be reached by the Baptists ; and also 
in the Territory of Washington numerous Germans are finding a home, and 
some of these are Baptists. Pioneer work is greatly needed in this section. 
A brother was recently appointed for this kind of work in Oregon, and his 
report for the first quarter, ending March Ist, was very encouraging. 


THE NEEDS OF THE NORTHWEST. 


The most promising field for the German Baptists is at present in 
the Northwestern States and in the provinces of Canada; but we were 
unable, for lack of means, to occupy even the most important points. 
The vast majority of the German immigrants settled in the Dakotas ind 
beyond the border are from the eastern part of Germany and from Rus>ia. 
Those from the latter country are not Aussians proper, as they are some- 
times called even by the General Secretaries of the Society, but Germ: ans 
who have come from provinces in Russia settled by Germans. Very ‘°° 
of them can understand the Russian language, but they all speak Ban, 
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Quite a number are “ Stundists,” or have, at least, been under the influence 
ot these good people, and are thus prepared for the reception of the 
Gospel and Baptist doctrine. One hundred dollars spent among these 
people at the present time will go further for our Baptist cause than $1,000 
five years hence. 

In acertain district in Alberta, where we commenced missionary labor 
about three years ago, two churches have been organized with over 200 
members. These churches are sixty-five miles apart, with numerous out- 
stations, all served by one missionary. He made earnest and repeated pleas 
for another missionary to assist him, but we were unable to send him the 
desired help. Another denomination, recognizing the importance of the 
field, recently appointed three missionaries, paying their full salaries. But 
the people are inclined toward the Baptists, and we could occupy the field 
if we had the means. The same conditions exist in many of the districts 
of North and South Dakota. The brethren in South Dakota are at 
present making efforts to secure a large tent, to accommodate 700 or 800 
people. It will be pitched in some central locality, as soon as the spring 
work is concluded, for a series of missionary and evangelistic meetings. I 
have promised to be present and assist the brethren, Providence permitting. 


THE OUTLOOK. 


It seems to me that the outlook for the advancement of our cause never 
appeared brighter than now. We are thoroughly equipped to do an 
aggressive missionary work among the millions of Germans in this country 
if we only had the means to advance. New and inviting fields are con- 
stantly opening to us, yet for the last two years we have been almost 
unable to enter any of them. We had to cut down the appropriations. 

What of the future? A heavy burden has been laid upon the German 
churches in providing a part of the endowment for the German Department 
of the Rochester Theological Seminary. Over $25,000 have been subscribed 
for this purpose, to be paid within four years. ‘This, I fear, will be felt in 
our Home Mission collections, as our people do not give out of their 
a.undance, but the money has to be earned first, and this will, no doubt, 
ave some influence on their contributions for missionary purposes. The 
nancial outlook does, therefore, not seem very favorable if we look below, 


bat ** We will lift up our eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh our 


help.” Our Blessed Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.” 
Cur trust is in God. | 
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| | 
Pais THE CITY OF MEXICO. 
q 4 REV, WILLIAM H. SLOAN, 
: ae a The work of the American Baptist Home Mission Society on this south- 
(ee western outpost of its field has been carried on some twelve years, and 
oe may be considered to have passed the experimental stage. The Baptists 
i have now a good property in the city, all paid for, a steady-going con- 
a “4 gregation, and two other mission stations, in both of which there are 
| regular preaching services, prayer-meetings and Sunday-schools. These 
three centres of work are looked after by the American missionary in 
charge and his wife, by an assistant pastor, a colporteur, and two lady 
Bible workers—one under the appointment of the Woman’s Society o 
| the West, and the other of the Woman’s Society of Michigan. No day- 
4 eee school work is at present done in connection with the mission. A news- 
e ¥ paper, Za Luz, is published semi-monthly, and several hundred thousand 
tracts are printed annually. 

Much of the work done in connection with our City of Wanico mission is 
not in close relation with the three preaching places mentioned, since we 
ae carry on Bible and tract distribution in distant districts, often in other 

> a towns and hamlets, and much of the visiting done from house to house is 
of ie in portions of the city far removed from our regular stations. * The ladies 
| | ee whose mission it is to carry the Gospel to families, to establish industrial 
em schools, and look up children for our Sunday-schools, often spend the 
| Tae entire day in districts where no evangelical preaching is ever heard. 
a During the past year the missionary in charge made tours to the cities 
a ee of Cuautla, Cuernavaca and Tulancingo, and to the mountain town of 
ft | Huauchinango, in the northeast corner of the State of Puebla, in all of 
h ie | which places he found the people readily disposed to listen to the Gospel. 
| | ee Bibles were sold and many tracts distributed. In Cuernavaca, the ancient 
ot Fe | home of Cortez, the people listened with so much eagerness that they 
bss Hee offered to pay the rent of a house if we would send them a preacher. But, 
she alas! we have no preacher to send. The railroad will reach that point 
le ae _ this summer, and we are exceedingly anxious to make it a centre of Baptist 
missionary effort. Pray for.a missionary for Cuernavaca. 
| : [ te In Huauchinango we found throngs of willing listeners, and here, too, 
eG we could easily establish a mission, if we had the man and means. During 
e 1 5; the month of October, when thousands of ‘‘ pilgrims” were present at 
| | : 1 the coronation of the picture of the Virgin of Guadalupe, we distributed 
| large numbers of tracts provided by the liberality of friends in the United 
PE | States and England, and we believe the seed-sowing will bear good fruit. 
| a There are several points in the Valley of Mexico that we should occupy, 
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but lack of laborers prevents our doing so. A training-school for Chris-. 
tian workers is the imperative necessity of the Mexican mission. 

In the city itself a movement towards self-support was begun several 
months ago. The church this year is trying to raise $100 in gold towards. 
the pastor’s salary. We have great hopes that the measure will be 
successful, notwithstanding the extreme poverty of the people. To many 
of them, 50 cents afday in Mexican money is large wages, and with this: 
sum house-rent must be paid and the family supported. There are other 
difficulties in the way of raising money for religious work, based partly 
upon the prejudice felt by some against Americans, and partly upon. 
the idea that the people of the. United States are rich enough to evan- 
gelize the world, did they care to do it. We are trying to inculcate 
proper ideas upon the subject, and rejoice to see better notions beginning 
to prevail. That many of them are sincerely interested in the growth or 
the kingdom of Christ is seen in the case of one Mexican sister who at 
death left $200 to the church—the savings of a lifetime. 

The door in Mexico is opening wider and wider, and the laborers are 
fewer in number than they were a year ago. The Methodists, Presby- 
terians and Southern Baptists have met with severe losses by death, while 
the forces of the Northern Baptists have been weakened by removal. 
Daily our prayer is offered that the Lord of the harvest will send more 
toilers into this promising field, and that He will raise up friends for 


Mexico who will build and equip a theological and literary institution - 


for the training of the Christian youth of our Baptist churches. We have 
never known the need so great, nor the opportunity so splendid as now. 


Ill, REPORT OF THE FIELD SECRETARY. 
H. L. MOREHOUSE, D.D., FIELD SECRETARY. 


During the year I have given special attention to the inauguration of the 


plan of co-operation with Baptists of the South, white and colored ; to work | 


for the French-Canadian population in New England; and to our missions 
in Mexico, besides arranging for and holding numerous meetings in the 
interests of the Society’s work. I have made six trips to the South, one to 
the West, four to New England ; have traveled about 8,000 miles and 
dclivered nearly 70 sermons and addresses. 


CO-OPERATION AT THE SOUTH. 


The adoption of the general plan of co-operation by this Society and by 
the Southern Baptist Convention in May, 1895, was hailed with delight by 
the denomination. The next step was to put the plan into successful opera- 
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tion. As preliminary to this, very full working details were prepared and 
printed in a pamphlet of about twenty-four pages for the information and 
guidance of all concerned. After this had received the approval of the 
Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, it was sent to 
representatives of Southern State Conventions, white and colored, with which 
we proposed first to co-operate. The plan provides for the united action of 
the American Baptist Home Mission Society, the Home Mission Board of 


the Southern Baptist Convention, and the white and the colored Baptist Con- 


ventions of every Southern State. As the latter organizations had not been | 
parties to the original agreement and were comparatively unfamilar with 
the provisions of the plan, it became necessary for me to conduct much 
correspondence relative thereto, and, in submitting the plan, to attend 
meetings of Boards and special committees, as well as of eight State Conven- 
tions for the elucidation of the subject. 

The first State Convention to which it was submitted, and which entered 
into co-operation, was that of the colored Baptists of North Carolina, at 
Oxford, in October, 1895. Next in order were the Alabama white Conven- 
tion at Selma and the Alabama colored Convention at Opelika in Novem- 
ber; the South Carolina white Convention at Greenville in November; the 
North Carolina white Convention at Greensboro in December; and the 
Georgia white Convention at Cedartown in March, 1896. It is confidently 
expected that the Virginia white Convention, through its Board, to whom the 
matter was referred, and the colored Conventions of South Carolina and of 
Virginia, meeting early in May, will also enter into co-operation. Thus, 
within a year from the adoption of the plan by the Society and the Southern 
Baptist Convention, five white State Conventions and four colored Conven- 
tions will have entered into the arrangement. Nor is that all. Several 
other State Conventions, white and colored, either formally or informally, 
have indicated their desire for co-operation. Within another year, if the_ 
Society’s resources will permit, {the. plan may be in operation in every 


Southern State. | 


Although the Society has had the laboring oar in this matter, officials of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and of white State Conventions, as wel! as 
editors of several Baptist journals in the South, have effectively aided in 
bringing about the desired result. The spirit of the white Baptists of the 
South in dealing with the subject has been all that could be desired, and 
beyond the expectations even of many oftheir own number. Indeed, the 
divine surprises of the Fortress Monroe Conference have been repeated in 
meetings of their State Conventions, where strong men were melted in tei- 
derness at the triumph of divine grace over human prejudice, and where 
doubt and fear and trembling at the first gave way to praise and thanks- 
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giving when, without a discordant word or a dissenting vote, the plan of 
co-operation was heartily adopted. At these Conventions, as the Society’s 
representative, both in personal intercourse and in public addresses, I have 
had the most cordial and generous reception. It is certainly true that the 
white Baptists of the North and of the South, after a separation of fifty years, 
have entered upon a new era, not only of good feeling, but o cal fel- 
lowship in Christian service as no other denomination, similarly divided, 
has yet been able to do. 

The colored Baptists hail the new plan with delight. In some cases at 
first there were misgivings and suspicions concerning alliance with the white 
Baptists of the South, but all this disappeared when their true attitude in 
this matter was understood and the great advantages of co-operation 
were perceived. They have entered into the work with wonderful zeal and 
enthusiasm. 

The plan provides that the expense of co-operation in each State shall 
be borne equally the first year by each of the four organizations. The 
Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention has readily as- 
sumed its share, and the white Baptist State Conventions have instructed 
their Boards to appropriate the necessary amount for this work as an 
integral part of the State mission work. The aggregate for each State is 
from $2,800 to $4,000, making about $50,000 for all the Southern States. 
It is the understanding that the arrangement in each State shall continue 
in force for three years, as the projected course for the ‘‘ New Era Institute,” 
for pastors and others, cannot be traversed sooner. 


UNIVERSAL APPROVAL. 


Although the plan has been in full operation only a few months in two 
States, its workings have elicited the warmest commendations from the 
most intelligent b:ethren of both races. 

Rev. Jno. E. White, Corresponding Secretary of the North Carolina 
White Baptist State Convention, says: ‘‘I am thoroughly convinced that 
we are reaching the colored people of North Carolina as they have never 
before been reached, and are doing more to solve the difficulties of our 
population than has been accomplished by all efforts of twenty years. Not 
only colored Baptists are being reached, but all denominations.” 

Hon. John C. Scarborough, State Superintendent of Education for 
North Carolina and the Chairman of the Board of the Baptist State Con- 
vention, says: ‘‘ Out of this Institute work are to come results long prayed 
ior by our white pastors and people—the lifting of the colored Bptists to 
higher and better home life, church life, intellectual life, better living, and 
to self-development as men and women. I cannot, you cannot, enumerate 
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call the possible and probable good it will bring to them as a people, if 
patiently, wisely and well we shall do this work, they helping us in it, or, 
rather, we helping ¢hem in it. | 
‘¢ Then, too, the benefits will be large and many which will come to 
our white Baptists in the South from this work. You brethren at the North 
have helped to open the way for our usefulness to the Negro at. our very 
doors. Our white brethren are rejoiced at the prospects as they open. . . It 
will enlarge our views of the capacity of the Negro. It will enlarge and 
broaden our sympathies for him and enable us to do, unselfishly, Christian 
work for him with stronger and better hope for him as a man and a brother 
in Christ. It will help us to see clearly the necessity of lifting him up, for 
if he is not lifted up he will pull ~s down. . . [t will revivify and renew our 
kindly feelings for the race, which in cur time of sorest trial and greatest 
hardships and bitter anxiety stood in its place and waited patiently for de- 
liverance to come as the result of the conflict then being waged. It will place 
them and us in a better position to find the good in each other and to cul- 
tivate that, rather than to magnify the faults of each other and grow in 
antagonism to each other Then, too, it will help you men of the North 
to know more about the white men of the South in our better qualities and 
our willingness and desire to help the colored people. . . Our white people 
have not put their hands to a work of the churches in years which promises 
more for the outlay. The universal sentiment with us is that the Lord is 
in the work: that it is for His glory and for the good of humanity. We 
are thankful for the privilege of helping in it.” | 
Our colored brethren of North Carolina are equally pronounced in their 

opinions. Rev. C. S. Brown, General Missionary, says: ‘‘ As we go over 
‘the State, it is difficult to determine which is the more delighted over the 
arrangement, the white or the colored Baptists. Our white brethren accept 
the situation as providential, giving them the coveted opportunity to reach 
out a helping hand to their ‘brother in black’ to aid him in his upward 
march. . . . A new erahastruly begun, and ourcolored ministers are 
falling into line like men. The enthusiasm among them has surpassed our 
most sanguine expectations. They are unanimous in their approval and 
support. Even those who regarded with suspicion the effort to secure affili- 
ation and co-operation with our Southern white brethren, have now con- 
ceded the wisdom of the scheme and are loud in their applause for the 
promoters of the movement. The leaders of other denominations unhesi- 
tatingly admit, as they attend our meetings, that co-operation as now being 
developed is the greatest event which has occurred affecting the welfare of 
‘the race since their emancipation. ” 


Rev. A. B. Vincent, District Missionary, says: ‘Interest deepens in 
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‘the work daily and we are constantly impressed that the Lord is doing 
great things for our people through this agency. Our. white brethren are 
-as much aroused as our own people.” 

Rev. J. A. Whitted, District Missionary, says: ‘‘Our Institutes ap 
parently have been like a stairway, each succeeding one attaining a greater 
height. Asan evidence of the delight of the brethren, some of them go 
from meeting to meeting. Our white brethren seem prouder of the op- 
portunity to speak to us than to their own people. We have every reason 
to believe that God is in it all.” Rev. P. F. Maloy, the third District 
Missionary, writes in similar terms. . | 

In Alabama Rev. R. T. Pollard, General Missionary, says that the 
plan surpasses expectations and that the people are being reached and 
stirred as never before. He sees in it great possibilities of good to the race. 

Rev. C.O. Boothe, D.D., District Missionary, says: ‘‘ lam in the reality 
-of a vision which has been upon my mind for years and over which I have 
most earnestly thought and prayed. I can hardly realize that the vision 
has become a reality. I have held nine New Era Institutes, in which I have 
spoken to about 200 ministers and other leaders, and have spoken to thou- 
sands of the masses. I have been aided by thirteen white ministers, most 
of whom have expressed themselves as having had new experiences and seen 
new things. Often it has been said with tones of voice befitting the thought : 
‘] had no idea that we had colored preachers possessed of such intellectual 
refinement and spiritual power as I have seen and felt at this meeting. I 
can never forget my experiences here. I have turned from a teacher to a 
learner.’ 

‘‘ And on the other hand I have often heard from my own brethren such 
expressions as these: ‘I’ve been preaching thirty years and just now I see 
that 1 don’t know what I am talking about.’ ‘I’ve never felt or seen any- 
thing like this.’ ” | 

In January I attended the first two Institutes in North Carolina, at 
Winton and Lumberton, to deliver some lectures, study the workings of the 
plan and get the measure of things generally. My own observation and 
experiences confirm all that has been said on the subject. The possibilities 
of this new scheme of co-operation are simply incalculable when about 500 of 
these Institutes shall be held every year, at which 6,000 lectures shall 
be delivered to some 10,000 ministers and 100,000 others, who will com- 
municate to hundreds of thousands besides more or less of what they 
receive, stimulating the multitudes as well as their leaders and largely 
reconstructing the whole order of things morally, intellectually and relig- 
iously. It will assuredly accomplish much in enabling the colored Baptists 
ultimately to prosecute their own missionary work according to better 
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methods, with more efficiency and greater economy than hitherto. [t will 
also develop a warmer fraternal feeling between the white and the colored 
Baptists of the South, and between the white Baptists of the North and the 
South. Old things are passing away. A newera has been ushered in, for 
which the Lord be praised. 


THE SOCIETY’S WORK IN NEW ENGLAND. 


Twenty-six years ago the Society began its work for the French-Cana- 
dians of New England, among whom a Protestant was rarely found. They 
were most bigoted and ignorant Roman Catholics, almost inaccessible to 
evangelical effort and persecutors of missionaries and converts to our belief. 
During the first decade, progress was slow: it was the period of laying 
foundations. The next decade furnished encouraging results. The last six 
or seven years have been marked bya great advance. Never has there 
been so large and efficient a corps of workers as now. This is due partly 
to the facilities afforded for the training of missionaries in the French 
Department at the Newton Theological Institution. 

The fullness of the time has come for more aggressive effort. For twenty 
years the Society almost alone conducted this work, aided occasionally by 
interested individuals, churches and associations. Within a few years, some 
State Conventions have co-operated with the Society in support of mission- 
aries, not only among the French-Canadians, but among several other 
nationalities also. The last year has been marked by a great awakening of 
interest in the evangelization of these foreign populations on the part of 
New England Baptists. This is particularly true of Maine and Massachusetts, 
where, in co-operation with officers of these Conventions, and assisted by 
several French missionaries, it has been my privilege to address many 
audiences on the subject of New England’s duty to these peoples who seem 
to have been sent hither by the Providence of God to receive the Gospel as 
they never would have received it in their old homes, and who are now so 
much more accessible than at any previous period. 

The salvation of these people and of New England Protestant civilization 
itself is the greatduty of New England to-day. In 1850 the foreign-born 
population was about one-ninth of the whole; in 1870, nearly one-sixth; in 
1890, almost one-fourth. In Massachusetts over 56 per cent. of the 
population, and in Rhode Island over 59 per cent. have one or both 
parents of foreign birth. In Boston only 30 per cent. are native Amer- 
icans. While the native population has increased less than 50 per ccnt. 
during these forty years, the foreign element has increased about 375 pcr 
cent. The foreign element is about three times as prolific as the native 
element. This, with the continuance of immigration, constitutes a mena.¢ 
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to New England civilization; for large masses of the people are swayed by 
the Romish hierarchy and are studiously kept from assimilation with the 
people among whom they dwell. It is a significant fact that 84 out 
of 150 cities of Massachusetts having a population of 2,500 and upwards, 
contain a larger foreign than native element, eighteen of them having from 
three to seven times as many. Thus New England itself has become a 
great foreign-home mission field that demands the most vigorous efforts of 
the Society and of State Conventions for its proper cultivation. 
OTHER MATTERS, 


In Mexico, there has been steady advance. Changes made during the 
year, as a result of my visit a year ago, appear to have been decidedly bene- 
ficial in the upbuilding of our cause in that Republic. We regret that 
the times have been most unfavorable for special appeals in behalf of the 
proposed theological training school as well as a girl’s boarding school in 
Mexico. For the latter, however, the Woman’s American Baptist Home 
Mission Society of New England has secured about $2,500. For both, not 
less than $50,000 are needed. Several men are desirous of going as mis- 
sionaries to Mexico, but enlargement of our work there seems impossible 
under existing financial conditions. . 

It was hoped that at this meeting the Board could report progress in 
plans for city mission work; but the continued financial depression of the 
country and the fociety’s accumulating debt have prevented anticipated 
development along this line. | 

Other matters of special interest and importance are receiving attention 
and will probably take definite form the coming year. In the vast and com- 
plex work of the Society, changes, readjustments and new measures are 
made necessary from time to time by the ever-changing conditions of its 
continental field. For all these things we devoutly recognize the need of 
that wisdom which cometh from above. 


VIRGINIA. 
REV, H, POWELL, PORTSMOUTH, GENERAL MISSIONARY, 


| take great pleasure in submitting my report for ten months. Since 
last June I have visited 81 churches, preached 105 sermons, delivered 132 
accesses, baptized 27 persons, administered Lord’s supper 21 times ; 
oiganized church, 1. | 


Colected for A. B. H. M.S Schools....... 54 
Collected for State Mission Board ..... 305 20 
Virginie: dene cect « 245 32 
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Though there are more than 220,000 Negro Baptists in the State of 
Virginia, yet there are large and populous counties in the State that have 
either a very few Baptists of color or none at all. The Negro Baptists of 
Virginia believe that they should take Virginia for God and the Baptists 
cause ; and, so believing, they have sounded the tocsin of war and marched 
into these sadly-neglected regions. 

There are many preachers in Virginia who have three or four large 
country churches each. They visit a church one Sunday in the month, 
and the Gospel is heard no more until that Sunday rolls around again. 

Our State Mission Board, knowing that religious development must in 
this event be slow, sends missionaries to such places, and they act as 
assistant pastors to one, two, or more country churches, preaching when 
the pastor is at some other of his churches. 

Our mission work, then, is of twofold nature, namely: first, invading 
territory hitherto unoccupied by Baptists ; second, fortifving and strength- 
ening places which have been captured, but which have the Gospel sparingly. 

The theological seminary at Richmond furnishes us with the men to go 
forth into destitute regions to preach the Gospel. 

These students for the ministry repair to these fields and work five 
months in the year. My work is to superintend their efforts, give them 
advice and encouragement, and help them to overcome the obstacles 
on the field. It is also my task to aid in raising money to support them 
on the field. When they leave I exercise myself to see that.the work 
which they began is not allowed to languish. In addition to my work with 
the students, I travel over the State, urging churches and Associations to 
enter into hearty co-operation with the State Convention and American 
Baptist Home Mission Society in all branches of work. 


RAISING MONEY, 


Virginia isa field ripe unto harvest. We have laborers who are willing 
to go forth and labor, but we lack funds and proper organization to secure 


them. My money-raising task is the hardest of all. This is seemingly a 


period of edifice-building with our people; local needs consume neatly all 
their energies. In the city of Richmond about all the Baptist churches 
are heavily in debt, save three. In Norfolk every colored Baptist church 
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is heavily in debt, save one, and that one is now preparing to build. In 
Portsmouth every colored Baptist church is heavily in debt. In Charlotte- 
ville every church is overwhelmed with debt. A canvass of the State will 
readily show that the whole denomination is weighted down with debt. 
The preachers are thus inclined to plan for home work and neglect State 
work. They do not feel inclined to allow the missionary to come and 
take away money which they feel they need at home. 

Another obstacle to the raising of money is the profound ignorance on 
the part of a number of communities of the work of the Society. One 
church was visited the other day in which the people had the following 
belief: They thought that the Home Mission Society was an institution 
from which they could get any amount of money by paying a small fee. 
They thought that the Home Mission Society stood ready, upon the receipt 
of a small fee, to take care of their sick, bury their dead, and educate all 
their children. ‘They were much surprised when informed that such was 
not the case. But light is spreading, local indebtednesses are being cleared 


away, the good work of the Convention and the Society is moving forward 


despite all hindrances. Love for missionary work is steadily increasing. 

One very gratifying fact about our State work is the interest that is being 
aroused in providing houses of worship for destitute regions. Heretofore 
we have neglected this branch of work and allowed feeble churches to 
struggle as best they could to secure houses of worship. The heroic but 
unsuccessful efforts of some poor, far-off churches to secure houses of 
worship form some of the most touching chapters of our history. 

While the present proportion of our work in that direction is small, 
being only a bud of promise, yet it is a great improvement on the whole 
barren past. We have two chapels now for which we are paying and have 
purchased the ground for another. With the coming of the Virginia 
Union University we look for new life and vigor to be infused into our 
whole denominational work. We hail it asthe rising of a sun to chase 


away the lurking shadows of the night and stimulate activity with its benefi- 
cent rays, 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


REV, E, R. ROBERTS, FLORENCE, GENERAL MISSIONARY 


The past year we consider the most fruitful of all the years (six) that 
we have been laboring for the Society, and it is with no small degree of 
pleasure that we report this fact. Possibly other missionaries can report 
more moneys collected and a greater number of baptisms, yet when it is 
consiered that only a few years ago a large number of the ministers of the 


is 
4 
~ 
a 
4 


C2 


4 
} 
4 
é 
% 
$ 
é 


516 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. < | 1896, 


- State were bitterly opposed to the work of the Society, and by resolution 


of the State Convention demanded control of Benedict College, and threat- 
ening dire consequences if the demand was not acceded to, and a still larger 
number ignorant of the existence of the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society, it can be readily seen that the collection of much money was an 
impossibility, and many baptisms only to be expected in the distant future. 
In the face of these unparalleled difficulties we earnestly prayed and faithfully 
labored for a brighter day to come. Now we can boast of every colored 
Baptist Minister in the State as the pledged friend of the Society, both in 
its educational and missionary work, and Benedict College has an enroll- 
ment of students greater than any previous year in its history and enjoying 
a season of prosperity unequaled by other institutions in the State. Many 
and loud were the lamentations of some of the brethren over the removal 
of Rev. C. E. Becker from the presidency of Benedict College, predicting 
that it would prove detrimental in more ways than one to the future of the 
school, but the lamentations have given way to rejoicing, the predictions 


have proven false, and Dr. A. C. Osborn, the new President, is proving 


that the Society knew better than ourselves what was best for us, and which 
the increased attendance at Benedict College most potently proves. The 
story goes that an infant bird was overheard praying for feathers. He was 
advised to pray for long life instead, and that feathers would come. The ap- 
plication is apparent. We felt all along that if we could once get our pastors 
acquainted with the work of the Society and secure a pledge of their co-oper- 
ation, the giving of money and the baptizing of believers must follow 
as a natural consequence. In this we were not mistaken, for at the meeting 
called on the 14th day of November, 1895, in the city of Columbia, for the 
formal inauguration of President Osborn and the dedication of Morgan 
Hall, a unanimous pledge of co-operation was given by the voice and pres- 
ence of every colored Baptist Minister of prominence in the State, and by 
vote agreed that a new building to cost $25,000 be erected to accommodate 
the increased attendance at Benedict College, and that the amount of 
money needed be raised by the colored Baptists of South Carolina. The 
initial meeting for raising this money was held at the Morris Street Church 
in Charleston, March 2d, and twenty-five dollars raised. We have 855 
colored Baptist Churches in South Carolina, and if the others wil! do as 
well, and many will give twice that amount, the required $25,000 wil! soon 
be forthcoming. For many years Rev. C. C. Brown, of Sumter, was the 
only outspoken advocate of an educated Negro ministry in the State. We 
can now number such advocates by the score, and some are even wi!ing to 
resign remunerative pastorates to give their time and talents to this work. 
Rev. W. R. Sanders, D.D., pastor of the Florence Baptist Churc) and 
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President of the white State Convention, has assured us of his willingnéss to 
enter this work, believing that he could do much toward helping his ‘* broth- 
ers in black” to become workmen that need not to be ashamed. Now 
we do not claim that the above results are the outcome of our individual 
labors, for most valuable assistance was given us by Prof. J. R. Wilson 
during vacation of each year. There is yet much more land to be possessed 
in South Carolina, and to that end we shall diligently labor until in the 
characters of our sons and daughters shall be indelibly written, freely we 
have received, freely we will give that others in turn may enjoy the blessings 
of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, to whom the colored 
Baptists of South Carolina are indebted for their present and most env iable 
position. 


TENNESSEE. 
REV. W. H. C. STOKES, MEMPHIS, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


_ The total population of our State is 2,000,000, of which 500,000 are 
colored. Out of the 500,000 colored, 110,000 are Baptists. 

The work of the year just closing, while being far from what we hope it 
to be in the near future, is still very encouraging. 

Numerically—every part of the State has had its blessings. The Gospel 
has been preached by faithful and ardent laborers, souls have been con- 
verted and the Lord has ‘‘added to the Church daily such as should be 
saved.” Revival showers have been frequent. 

The three natural divisions of our State have begn supplied as fer as 
possible with good District Missionaries, four of whom have been directly 
under the care of our State Board, while others were more directly under 
the direction of some one of our Associations. : 

We are not able to do the work that is needed. Appeals are coming 
in to us from every quarter for laborers, for help. Our means are haCaEY 
and we have soon gone as far as we can. 

The help given us by your Board and the Boards of the State Conven- 
tion (White) is supplemented with about double the amount from our own 
Colored Board of the State, and still when we have done all, in the face of 
what there is yet to be done, we seem to have done but little. 

We are struggling hard to inaugurate a plan of systematic giving among 
our churches, quarterly. It is hard pulling, but we don’t intend to do 
but until we either get to the top or the traces break. There 
is a little growth in contributions. 

Our Baptist schools are each year giving a special course of instruction 
to ministers from 3 to 6 months, thereby greatly fitting young and old, 
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already in the ministry, and who avail themselves of the chance, to do a 
more efficient work as pastors and ministers than they have ever done 
before. Many of these unfortunate pastors are sent to these schools by the 
members of their churches collectively, and the expenses paid out of their 
weekly earnings. Intellectually, our people are growing, pulpit and pew. 

The hearty support of our white brother is extended us, and words of 
encouragement and cheer freely given. 

God has worked wonderful changes in our favor, while we realize the 


awful signs of the times. The darkest hour is still before us. Our people 


are willing to give, but it is so hard to teach them to give and send it; they 
are inclined to wait until we come for it. You know what an expense that 
incurs and how many places it means left out. 

I have left out almost entirely statistics. I have given you a bird’s-eye 
view of our mission field. Much more could be said of equal interest, but 
I fear I have about used the space allotted me. 


KENTUCKY. 
P, H. KENNEDY, D.D., HENDERSON, GENERAL MISSLONARY,: 


We close this year’s report with our State work in a healthy and spiit- 
ual condition. It seems that the hand of the Lord has been in every effort 
put forth by hisservants. Encouraging results can 1 be seen in every branch 
of the work throughout the State. 


THE MISSIONARY WORK, 


This ‘pach of the work is not only attracting collective or Church 
interest, but it is attracting individual interest. Our plans for individual 
gifts for missions seem destined to surpass our church contributions. 

This is truly an advanced move for the colored people. They have 
been trained to do all of their giving by congregations. They are now 
adopting the Scriptural way of giving as may be read in Matt. vi.3,4. In 
these appeals each person is taught to know his obiigation to his brother 
and to his God. 

OUR DISTRICT MISSIONARY WORK. 

With the scanty means (largely given by the white Baptists) at hand to 
carry un this work, we have found it very hard to keep suitable missionaries 
on the field, and yet the results have reached far beyond our expectation. 
These missionaries are required to preach the Gospel, organize churches, 
Sunday-schools, collect money for their work and church buildings, to solicit 
students and send them to Baptist schools. We pray for the day 0! /e7- 
manent co-operation in our State work, when men can be selected with 
specialty and kept on the field. 
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INSTITUTE WORK. 


This branch of the work gives an opportunity to select our ablets men— 
white and colored—to whom we assign subjects, and, of course, they are 
instructors on all topics. Such subjects or topics are selected as we 
believe to be of the most interest to the denomination and to its work in 
general. These meetings are being carried on with great success. The 
white brethren have taken great interest in them and many have been 
benefited as have been the colored brothers, perhaps not in the same way. 


THE EDUCATIONAL WORK. 


This branch of our work is doing fairly well considering the hird times 
which to some extent affect every branch of business, I suppose. 

The State University, Louisville, Ky., under the presidency of Rev. 
C. L. Purce, D.D., is in the midst of the most successful year’s work of its 
history. It has the rise of two hundred students. The ministerial class is 
larger than ever before. 


THE NORMAL AND THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, CADIZ, KY., 


President Rev. W. H. McRidley, D.D., is successfully doing an indis- 
pensible work in the locality for the race and the denomination. In one 
part of this building is taught one of the district schools, which has proven 
very helpful to the institution, both in students and money. 


THE S{MMON’S MEMORIAL COLLEGE, BOWLING GREEN, KY.—NORMAL SCHOOL, 
HENDERSON, KY.—NORMAL SCHOOL, GLASGOW, KY. 


The above schools are in operation but they are not meeting with their 
former success. ¢The falling off of students is attributed to scarcity of 
money. 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH SCHOOL, DANVILLE, KY. 


_ This school is doing its usual good work. 


RELATION, 


As it exists between white and colored Baptists. We are in a state 
of growing co-operation. We understand each other as never before. This 
co-operation does not seem to be of that sort that says, Let the Northern 
friend go, and we will take his place, but rather this: Try all things—hold 
fas: that which is good. 

This demonstrates clearly that the Baptists’ opinion of the Negro is far 
diferent to that of the Catholic, as expressed in the Tract. Catholics are 
not making any inroads on the colored people in Kentucky and they are 
not likely to do so. | 
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OUR NEEDS, 


Many of our best and largest churches that would be very helpful to the 
missionary work can not give to us their aid because of their building 
obligations. Some of them have, in vain, appealed for help; some have 


received small donations. 1. We need missionary work; 2. We need educa. 


tional work ; 3. We need money with which to carry on the above work. 


REVIVAL MEETINGS, 


This year has been reasonably successful in revival work. Between 1,500 
and 2,000 members have been added to the churches during the last year, 
and the good work is still going on. 


ALABAMA. 


REV, R. T, POLLARD, SELMA, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


My appointment as General Missionary for Alabama was made Decem- 
ber 1st, 1895, and as I have been in active service only one month-—March — 
ist to April 1st, 1896—I can give only a few facts pertaining to my field. 

The present plan for missionary work among the colored Baptists of 
Alabama is an experiment; yet there has never been an experiment among 
us that tells of so much substantial good to churches and ministry as this. 

Rev. C. O. Boothe, D.D., one of the District Missionaries, gives his 
estimate of the plan, work and results in these words: ‘‘ No system that I 
have fhitherto taught has created such enthusiasm and inspiration upon 
the part of the people as well as the ministry, nor have I engaged at any 
time in a work of which I have been more hopeful of large results.” 

It seems that the Lord prepared the plan, and ha$ also prepared 
the hearts of the people to receive the blessings growing out of this plan. 
Never have I before witnessed, as in this, the people’s hunger and thirst 
for:truth. The ministers are being made, many of them, to become dis- 
satisfied with their present attainments; and the result will be that those 
who are divinely appointed will feel that they must improve themselves or 
cease to preach. To illustrate: Not long since, after the General Mission- 
ary had just preached a sermon that seemed to have greatly impressed the 
people, one minister was heard to say that he expects to quit preaching, as 
he had been convinced by the discourse of the General Missionary that 
he could not preach. 7 

_I have just closed a three days’ Institute held in a part of the State 
where no Baptist missionary-is accustomed to go; indeed, I was informed 
by the people there that I was the first of the missionaries representing tie 
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Baptist State Convention that had passed through that county. And they 
did not have words with which to express their joy at my coming. One 


very prominent man among them and a deacon said to me: ‘‘ We cannot . 


tell you how we, as Baptists, have grown and kept together here. I 


suppose it was because we were Baptists anyhow. Strong preachers, rep- 
resenting almost every other denomination, would pass through and would — 


preach wonderful sermons, thus encouraging their churches; but no strong 
Baptist preacher would come. Our preachers here are too weak to defend 
our doctrines. You have come as the result of many prayers.”’ 

In some places, especially where the churches have not been trained to 
give to missions, they have very poor missionary spirit toward giving. In 
many they are too poor to give much. Still, among many I see a great 
desire manifested toward giving. This is surely true where they have just 
been benefited by a new era Institute. | 

What is needed most in this field is a ministry well informed in the 
doctrines of the Bible and the government of the churches. Yea, a min- 
istry of strong moral convictions. Then, and not uil then, can we hope to 
have a better church and home life. : 


LOUISIANA. 
REV. H. B. N. BROWN, ALEXANDRIA, GENERAL MISSIONARY, 


It is commendable to say concerning our State work that our brother- 
hood is more than ever before laboring to bring our missionary and 
educational enterprises to the front. The hard times have not hindered 
our steady advance; more people are contributing than ever to our various 
enterprises. The contributions, while not made for any one purpose, are 
most assuredly doing much for the interest of the whole denomination. 
The colored Baptists are operating seven academies; the property is owned 
almost entirely by them ; the buildings and grounds of each of these schools 
are valued at from $2,500 to $5,000, and they are conveniently located. 
The means to collect moneys are very difficult ; in the first place, the 
masses of the people to whom we go in the rural districts are common 
laborers, but generally they are liberal. The State Convention Assessment 
upon each Baptist member per annum is five cents for denominational work. 
The Associations are expected to collect the money and report the same to 
‘he Convention in annual session; the Associations also collect from the 
churches from five to thirty cents per member for district, local and educa- 
tional and missionary purposes; these are the only means of raising money, 


except as the General Missionary meets the people and talks missions and 
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educational work to them directly and takes collections. These annual 
meetings of the Associations are gatherings which usually contribute liber- 
ally to our work when we can get an opportunity to lay it before them. It 
is very difficult sometimes to get to speak to some of our Associations, espe- 
cially when the leaders entertain the idea that a collection is to follow for 
missionary or educational work, so many of them have individual ends to 
accomplish, and so direct affairs as to accomplish these ends. 


VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS, 


It is not the order of the day in Louisiana to send contributions to head- 
quarters for missionary purposes. To the credit cf the masses it must be 
said that when and wherever we can address the people directly they always 
contribute liberally to our cause, both from the churches and Associations. 
I am glad to state that the white Baptists of this State are manifesting a 
great concern about the work among the colored brethren, and I am sure 
that with the proper understanding between us a joint arrangement will be 
made and effected upon the co-operative plan. Their Board, at a recent 
meeting, after I had addressed them upon the objects of our work, adopted 
the plan and voted $100 to the work of co-operation. A few years ago their 
Convention voted $600 to put a colored man to work among the colored 
people, and I feel confident that their zeal in that direction is-as great now 
as then. Iam, indeed, very much impressed with the spirit of our white 
Baptists concerning our work. I might say here that I have by request 
addressed white congregations more than once this year upon our work. 
Rev. W. S. Penick, D.D., President, Rev. E. O. Ware, Corresponding 
Secretary, and others speak favorably of the plan, and we may expect their 
united action upon it. 


THE MISAPPROPRIATION OF FUNDS 


collected to further the work of the Master seems to be one of the things 
that does more to retard our progress and discourage our forces than any 
other, yet at each annual session of the most of these local bodies these 
things are done. We are planning to hold several Institutes during the 
spring at several places, with the co-operation of the local ministers over 
the State. Our numbers are increasing each year, but I fear our ability io 
provide for them otherwise is not altogether satisfactory. The majority of 
the men engaged in Christian work are rather too much for self to proper'y 
teach the great truths of Christ, and therefore we have in many places a 
great many so-called Christians with very little spiritual life and no re«l 
Christian training; hence but little is accomplished. 
Our State Convention is deeply interested in the co-operative plan. 
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The Catholic Church is still doing much in the State to win recruits 
among the colored people of the city of New Orleans and the southern part 
of the State. In New Orleans a separate house of worship—a very fine struc- 


ture—has been provided for the colored Catholics; of course this was done | 


to get them out of the way of the white people. There was some kick- 
ing at first and a great deal said about the colored line, etc., but on the 
day of the dedication several thousand colored people attended the service 
and seemed to enjoy it. This part of our population is an excellent field 
for missionary work. The Coleman Academy, Gibsland, La., was burned 
last session. Prof. O. L. Coleman and the students began an active can- 
vass to rebuild it, and in a few months they had collected from personal 
subscription among the people $1,500, and a new building was erected at 
once three stories high with accommodation for 200 students. 

Our people feel very grateful to the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society for the efforts that it has put forward in their behalf during the last 
thirty years. Without this aid we could never have made the progress 
that has been made. All of our schools in the State are attributed to that 
fact. These schools are doing much in the way of building up the people. 
New church organizations usually progress very slowly in this State unless 
special attention of an able minister is given regularly ; old church organ- 
izations usually oppose new church organizations; they seem to think that 
the success of a new church, or newly organized church, means their total 
destruction, and such is true in many respects. Our people in many places 
in the State would be much hetter off without the organizations they call 
churches than with them. The advancement of our people is remarkable. 
In many of our churches in the country parishes the congregation give the 
most earnest attention to the preaching of the Gospel; the inspirations 
received at the schools by our men and women are being carried into the 
churches, and it is having in most places a good effect; the places of old- 
timers are being filled bv young and energetic men. While this is all true, 
there is yet much to be done. 


ARKANSAS. 
REV. J. H. HOKE, LITTLE ROCK, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


The Lord has blessed me with the privilege of completing another 
year’s work. 1am, indeed, happy to say that this has been a very fruitful 
year. The work seems to have taken new life in every department. 
Since my last report I have visited nearly every section of the State, and 
can say that the members of the Society would be much encouraged if 
they could see for themselves the progress the people are making. But I 
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am sorry to say that there are some who seem to be wedded to their idols. 
The majority of the Negroes, however, are looking up and moving up. 
They are asking for better preachers, orderly worship, good Sunday- 
schools, sound literature, denominational journals, and a separation of the - 
people into classes. Moral reform leagues are being organized in the 
State, as well as other like movements, which tend to betterment of the 
people’s condition. 


EDUCATIONAL INTEREST MANIFESTED, 


There is a lively interest manifested in education in most parts of 
the State. It is being talked about in the homes and on the highways. 


_In some communities Negroes raise a fund and extend the term of the 


public schools, while those who are able are patronizing our colleges 
and high schools. The number of students attending the schools in the 
State this year exceed the number enrolled any previous year. The 
Arkansas Baptist College has all it can accommodate, situated as it is in a 
limited rented building, with the poorest sort of class-room facilities, and 
with no special quarters to board even the girls that come from every 
quarter of the State. The current talk over the State is, ‘‘ We would 
patronize the Arkansas Baptist College if they had accommodations on the 
college grounds.” The college'is sadly in need of means to complete the 
building so well begun, and which is yet only half finished. It appears 
from the talk over the State that if the building on the grounds is finished, 
the persons who give their means will have reason to rejoice in that work, 
and will be encouraged to largely increase their contributions both for 
education and missions. The Arkadelphia Academy is doing fine work. 
The Columbia High School and Brinkley Academy are both doing as well 
as can be expected of them under the circumstances. They have no assist- 
ance outside of their districts. In some places successful night schools are 
being taught. More study is being pursued in the homes. There is 2 
great hungering and thirsting for education, by both old and young. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN CHURCH BUILDINGS, 


There have been many houses completed this year. They are a credit 
to any community. The buildings put up now are not the old ‘box 
house.” They are good frame, brick, and stone buildings. They are 
usually put up in modern style, and yet with economical plans. Also, 
there are many now in course of erection, and many more that should be 
built in the near future. Nothing has proved to be a greater or more 
practical blessing to Home Missions, and to the people it aims to help, 
than the Church Edifice Fund, which has aided so largely by loans and 
gifts to extend the modern church house into every quarter of the country. 
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REVIVAL WORK STILL IMPROVING, 


The revivals are very interesting. The meetings are usually conducted 
orderly, and persons are persuaded to come to Christ in a reasonable way. 
The day is not far distant when the Negro churches will be equal to those 
of other races. Just a little more earnest work will bring about great 
results in this respect. 


THE WORK IS NOT COMPLETED. 


I have spoken of many encouragements, but it must be understood that 
there is much yet to be done. In some places you will meet the same old 
plantation traditions. The farm-church notion, whooping, howling, rock- 
ing Daniel, and moaning. These are forms of worship. Their offices 
are ‘Senior Deacon,” ‘‘ Crowned Deacon,” ‘‘ Post Minister,” Termed. 
Deacon,”’ ‘‘ Mother Aids,” ‘‘ Head Mother,” ‘‘ Elders of the Church and 
Pastors in Charge.” In many places they hold to these modes of worship 
and ranks of officers with all their soul and strength. To interfere with 
them is trouble to a stranger, but it is very gratifying to know that, after 
one has traveled among them sufficiently to win their confidence, he can 
lead them into the right. Therefore, to do the work that is needed in 
these places, it will take much patience, time, prayer, and pluck. The 
work begun should not stop. It should be continued till every part of the 
State has the true light and pure Gospel. | 


SOME SAYINGS CONTRADICTED, 


It hath been said ‘‘ The money spent in building church and school 
houses, and the time spent in missionary and educational work of the 
Negroes is all lost.” It is said ‘‘ The Negro does not appreciate what is 
done for him, and that the average young Negro has no respect for 
religion and the House of the Lord.” TZhis ts untrue. Every dollar 
spent for missions, education, and edifice work among the Negroes is. 
doing wonderful work toward lifting him up. It is the work that the 
doers cannot understand until it is revealed to them at the bar of God. 
Everyone shall be judged according to his works. These works will fol- 
low with each one and stand for him in judgment. On examination it will 
be seen that the young Negro compares favorably with the young white 
man in the respect paid to divine worship. 


SOME HINDRANCES. 
‘The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.” Communi- 
cations are sent to me almost daily from all parts of the State asking me to 
come and conduct meetings, hold institutes, preach sermons, or do some- 
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poy thing of that kind for the people. It is impossible for one man to do the 
work that is demanding our attention now, and we have not the force of 
Be laborers to do the work. The army should be enlarged. The cry that 

: : : comes up from every quarter demands this. The people are ready, their 
a hearts are prepared to receive the Word: now is the time to work. To 

- . lose the present opportunity may be to lose it forever. The co-operative 
i plan mapped out by our Board at the rooms is just what is needed at this 
i hour; but to do this we must have the means to meet the expenses. If 


the Christian men and women who are specially blest with this world’s 
goods could hear the Macedonian cry in this field, I think someone would 
readily lay himself on the altar. Men, women and children are asking for 
the Gospel, pure and simple. They are asking for modern improvements. 
My soul is only waiting for someone to answer. May the Lord bless the 
Society with means, men and women that it so much needs in the prose- 
cution of its work among the different nationalities. 


MISSOURI. 


REV, H, N. BOUEY, SPRINGFIELD, GENERAL MISSIONARY. 


It is said that Missouri, taken in view of her present and prospective 
greatness, is the grandest in the galaxy of States. Believing this, I am 
the more gratified at the progress and increasing activity of the Missouri 
Negro Baptists. 
eS | Prior to 1889, when the American Baptist Home Mission Society 
ba | entered Missouri with its helping hand and inspiring spirit, there was no 
(ee centralizing object of work around which the Missouri Baptists could unite. 
eS . But as you entered the State in August, 1889, the Missouri Baptist Con- 
; vi vention was born October 8, 1889, and the Negro Baptist School at Macon 
| a be City, Missouri, was founded the following January 13, 1890. It was known 
a itis that you desired the organization of a State body and the founding of 4 
Bee State school before you commenced work here. This at once stimulated 
ee certain brethren to action. 


a ; : The Negro Baptist State Convention of Missouri is a fixed power from 


Ae which there can be no backward step. In this God blessed the hand of 
| Bias the Society. Without this body the unifying of our forces for doing a 
Beige: great work was impossible. 
The Macon City Negro Baptist State School is the next that is 
i 1 worthy of mention. It is estimated to be worth $15,000, with less than 
-_— $2,000 obligations. This school is five years old, with an enrollment of 
: " if 106 of our best young people and church workers. The intelligence flow: 
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ing therefrom is acknowledged in all parts of the State. The discussion 
of the subject, education, has done good. 

Our present ministry is greatly improved, and the outlook and hope for 
the pastors of the near future is very bright and encouraging to the 
fathers, viz., Revs. D. S. Sawyers, Wm. P. Brooks; and the white 
brethren are united in the statement that the light is rising in the Macon 
school to shine out over Missouri. Dr. J. P. Green, President of William 
Jewel College, at Liberty, Mo., says it is what we needed most. What 
has strengthened our present ministry more than all else, is the uniform 
cordiality and genial disposition of our president, Rev. E. L. Scruggs, who 
has drawn around him nota few of our young pastors, who seem to grow 
nearer and closer to him. He is getting command of the State. 

For this school, we thank the Lord and the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society, for we can never forget that you not only strengthened 
and encouraged us to start, but, greater still, you have helped us financially 
from the beginning and caught us when we would have fallen. 

We will seek to hold what we have and move forward in this great 
State with a white population of 2,524,395; a colored population of 154,- 
789; white Baptists, 150,188; Negro Baptists, 25,140; Negro churches, 


189; Negro children in public schools, 49,103; Negro children in Baptist © 


schools in Missouri, 106. 

In harmony with your policy, the white Baptists of Missouri, through 
their very able and truly good corresponding secretary, Rev. W. T. Camp- 
bell, are seeking to aid us more, while they already help us by appropria- 
tion, and indorsing of our agents to their churches for aid to our schools. 

There are 42,000 Negro church communicants in Missouri all told, and 
the Baptists have 25,140, Jeaving 16,860 for all the other denominations 
and spurious Baptists thrown in. Give us a few more years and our motto 
will be, ‘* All Missouri for the Baptists, and all the Baptists for Jesus.” 
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ci IV. CHURCH EDIFICE DEPARTMENT. 
a 4 The financial stringency of the past three years, which has affected 
a the whole country, proving disastrous to so many secular and religious 
institutions, has brought into bold relief the great helpfulness of our 


| | Church Edifice Loan and Gift Fund. During the past year we have 

a been able to lend a helping hand in the erection of ninety-three meet- 

— ing-houses. In some cases it has been our special privilege to come 

to the rescue of imperiled interests and save to the denomination 

valuable church property, which, without our aid, would probably 

have been lost. Unfortunately, owing to the lack of means, we have 

ss been unable to respond to many worthy appeals made to us for help 

Ped from both the Loan and the Gift Funds. We ask for this department 

| of our work the kind consideration of the friends of Home Missions, 

aa and solicit for it increased yearly contributions. Owing to the low 

bee price of land and materials, as well as of labor, which generally obtains 

; through the country, the present is a favorable time for the purchase 
of sites and the erection of church buildings. 


GRANTS TO CHURCHES. 


| The whole number of churches aided by gifts and loans during 
ae the year is 93 ; churches aided by gifts only, 54; by loans only, 22; by 
-_ both gifts and loans, 17. 

The total number of grants, therefore, from the Loan Fund was 39, 
and from the Gift Fund, 71. 

The location of the churches receiving aid was in the following 27 
| States, Territories and Canada ; by gifts only: 
fh . Arkansas, 1; California, 9; Canada, 1; Florida, 1; Georgia, 2; 


+ Idaho, 1 ; Illinois, 3; Indian Territory, 3; Iowa, 4; Kansas, 4; Mas- 
a sachusetts, 1; Mexico, 2; Michigan, 5; Minnesota, 3; Montana, 1; 
Nebraska, 3 ; ew Mexico, 1; North Carolina; 1 ; Oklahoma Territory, 
Te 4; Oregon, 4; South Dakota, 1; Virginia, 1; Washington, 6; West 
Va., 2; Wisconsin, 4. 

ie Those receiving loans, as follows: | | 

California, 3; Canada, 1; Idaho, 1; Illinois, 4 ; Indiana, 1 ; Indian 


Territory, 2; lowa, 3; Kansas, 1; Michigan, 4; Minnesota, 1; Mus- 
souri, 1; Nebraska, 3; New Mexico, 1; North Carolina, 1; Nor 
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Dakota, 4; Oregon, 3; South Dakota, 2; Washington, 2; Wiscon- 
sin, I. | 


American churches, 68; Scandinavian, 7; colored, 7; German, 4; _ 


Indian, 4; French, 1. 

The whole number of churches aided by the Society, taking the 
aggregate of the annual report, is 1,673. It is true that occasionally 
the same church appears twice as having received aid, and which 
would give a slight difference in actual results. Of these, 1,337 have 
been aided in the past fourteen years since the organization of the Gift 
Fund; 826 exclusively by gifts, and 237 by gifts in connection with 
loans. 

These facts indicate clearly the very great utility of the Church 


Edifice Benevolent Fund in the successful carrying on of Church 
Edifice Work. 


The following table shows the number of churches actually assisted 
during the past fifteen years : 


witch siete. BY GIFT BY LOAN BY GIFT 
om. ONLY. AND LOAN, 
1881-2 66 56 10 ss 
1882-3 97 66 18 13 
1883-4 107 68 13 26 
1884-5 113 61 39° 13 
1885-6 62 23 36 3 
1886-7 29 29 4 
1887-8 88 46 22 20 
1883-9 70 33 20 
1890-1 88 58 14 16 
1891-2 121 66 20 35 
1892-3 110 72 12 26 
1893-4 84 63 5 
1894-5 89 68 12 9 
__ 1895-6 93 54 22 U7 


THE LOAN FUND STATISTICS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1895-96. 


Receipts from interest on loans have been $5,510.60. The principal 
of this fund is $131,440.61. There is only $412.52 in the treasury , 
siowing that the fund is practically all loaned out to churches. 
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The loans to twenty-two churches during the last fiscal year 
aggregate $18,713, or an average of $850.59 to each church. Nine 
churches have paid off their loans during the year. 


~The number of outstanding loans is 319. 


THE GIFT FUND STATISTICS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1895-96. 


Receipts for this fund have been as follows: Contributions, 
$9,244.76 ; legacies, $2,000; income from permanent funds, $9,126.50 ; 
miscellaneous, $112.32; income from real estate, $2,393.01; gift 
returned, $50. Total, $22,926.27. The balance in the treasury is 
$3,545.98, which has been already appropriated. The aggregate 
amount of gifts to 54 churches has been $23,890.27, an average of 
$442.41 to each church. 


V. THE EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT. 


When the Society was organized in 1832 the prime motive that 
called it into being was that it might serve as an agency of the 


churches for the preaching of the Gospel in destitute regions, more 


especially in the West. When, however, the exigencies of the Civil 
War brought to the surface four million helpless and hopeless human 
beings, who for generations had been slaves and were debarred from 
all knowledge of letters, the Society regarded this as God’s cail to 
a new duty, and at once entered upon the perplexing, difficult, 
hitherto untried experiment of providing for such a vast multitude 
a competent leadership, composed of men and women who had 
received some degree of training to fit them especially for the duties 
of preachers and teachers. Necessarily the work done for these 
people at first was crude, tentative, elementary, miscellaneous, un- 
satisfactory, and yet it proved to be of enormous value. Slowly, 
during the lapse of more than thirty years, these primitive schools 
have developed into institutions of learning, modeled in large part 
after the Christian schools in the North, but adapting themselves in 
curriculum, discipline and management to the peculiar necessities 
of the people for whom designed. 

In striking contrast with the unbroken night of illiteracy and total 
absence of all educational appliances for the four million black slaves 
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of a generation ago, we hail to-day this extraordinary condition of 
things—the dawn of a new day. 

1. In each of the Southern States there are public schools sup- 
ported by taxation in which are gathered a large percentage of the 
school population of nearly eight millions of free colored citizens— 
the system embracing the ordinary grades, primary, intermediate, 
grammar and high school, and being supplemented in some instances 
by State norma! schools and by agricultural and mechanical institu- 
tions. While the system is far from perfect and suffers under many 
disadvantages, especially from lack of adequate school buildings, 
competent teachers, satisfactory supervision, and especially in the 
rural districts from the very short length of the school year, it is, on 
the whole, accomplishing remarkable results, and it is believed by 
those who have made it a study to be slowly but steadily advancing 
and to be destined by natural growth within a few years to answer its 


purpose of bringing a common school education within the reach of - 


all the colored youth of the country. 

2. By means of the Peabody, Slater and Hand endowments, 
the work of the public schools has been supplemented in a very 
efficient manner, especially in the line of providing for the colored 
people industrial training and normal instruction. 

3. Chiefly through Northern Christian beneficence many millions 
of dollars have been expended in the South in establishing dis- 
tinctively Christian schools for the colored people. In this work the 
Congregationalists, Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterians have been 
the forerunners and most liberal givers. 

4. The American Baptist Home Mission Society, led on by what 
has seemed to be clear and unmistakeable indications of the Divine 
will, has invested nearly three million dollars in this great work. 
_ Many thousands of the colored youth of both sexes have received in 
its various schools such education and moral training as could be 
communicated by intelligent, consecrated teachers to a class of pupils 
imperfectly prepared and remaining under instruction periods of time 
varying from ten days to as many years. 


by the slow process of evolution, superintended and guided as far 


as practicable by the intelligent oversight of the superintendents of 
education employed by the Society, the system of Baptist schools 
‘or the Negroes has assumed substantially the following condition: 
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(1.) At Raleigh, N. C., there is Shaw University with acad- 
emic, collegiate and normal instruction, a missionary training school 
and schools for law, medicine and pharmacy. The institution was 
founded in 1865 by the late Rev. Dr. Henry M. Tupper, under the 
auspices of this Society, and has received our fostering care and 
support for thirty-one years. It is no part of the purpose or function 
of the Society to establish and maintain schools of law and medicine 
and pharmacy, but these departments, called into being at Raleigh 
by the exigencies of the situation, were adopted by the Trustees of 
the University and sanctioned by the Home Mission Society, which, 
however, has never assumed any responsibility for their support, 
. although making small appropriations from time to time to cover 
deficiencies or meet emergencies. 

(2.) Virginia Union University has been organized at Richmond, 
where there is already a college for girls and a fully developed theo- 
logical seminary—the only school of the kind in the South to provide 
an educated ministry for 1,600,000 Negro Baptists. It is expected 
that there will be established at an early day a college for boys, 
BS ii and that the two secondary schools—Spiller Academy at Hampton 
and the Seminary at Lynchburgh—will be into affiliation 
1 witn the University. 

HES (3.) At Atlanta, Ga., Spelman Seminary, under the fustering care 
| of the Woman’s American Baptist Home Mission Society and 
| our own, and aided by the contributions of Mr. John D. 
a Rockefeller, has assumed large proportions, and is doing a most 
Lite valuable work—academic, industrial and normal. The seminary for 
boys, located near-by, in addition to academic work, has students 
in college studies. It is hoped earnestly that the schools at Atlanta 
may at no distant day be co-ordinated and enlarged so as to constitute 
a university. 

(4.) At Nashville, Tenn., Roger Williams University is doing both 
preparatory and collegiate 

i (5.) Benedict College, at Columbia, S. C., doing academic work 
chiefly, is approaching a period when it will be in fact, as in name, 4 
college. | 


(6) What has been said of Benedict is wheentiah true of Bishop | 
College, at Marshall, Texas. 
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(7.) Jackson College, in Mississippi, still confines itself chiefly to 
preparatory, normal and academic work. 

(8.) Wayland Seminary, located in Washington City, has heretofore 
admitted to its classes students with but limited preparation, and has, 
consequently, lowered the grade of its work to their necessities. The 
time seems to be at hand, however, when the institution, by bringing 
itself into close relationship with the excellent colored public schools 
of the city and surrounding country, may be able to do academic work 
of a high grade, and, if the way opens for support, it could also to 
great advantage do college work proper. 

We have felt that it was important to encourage in these eight 
strategic points the healthy development of these various institutions, 
so that they might if possible keep steadily in advance of the average 
standard of education among the colored people, and continue to do 
for them*in the future what they have so successfully done in the past, 
serve as a guide, example and stimulus. We do not feel called upon 
to attempt to educate the masses of the colored people who must, of 
necessity, depend for their common school training upon the public 
schools ; nor do we feel that it is the function of this Society to provide 
a liberal education for any considerable proportion of colored people. 
We have felt, however, a manifest prompting of the Holy Spirit that 
we should use our best endeavor, first, to provide this vast body of 
people, that necessarily look to us for help, with a suitably trained 
ministry; and what we have done in this direction is beyond all cal- 
culation in its good influences. The need among them to-day for a 


limited body of highly trained men who shall be in fact leadersin 


thought and guides in practice, is more urgent than ever before. Two 
or three score of really able men, of liberal culture, will determine the 
whole course of religious and social development of the millions who, 
directly or indirectly, are associated with Baptist Churches. To 
neglect to furnish these men, is to fail of meeting the responsibilities 
that rest upon us. As we view it, we can render a greater service to 
these our brethren in black and to the race with which they are con- 
nected and, through them, to the Church and to the Republic, by 
helping to provide for them a hundred thoroughly trained leaders than 
by helping to supply them with many a hundred half-educated men and 
women. The vast armies of the Civil War which preserved the integrity 
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of the Union were marshaled and led to victory by Grant, Sherman 
Thomas, Howard, Sheridan, and a comparatively insignificant number 
of others who had been trained for leadership and prepared for just 
such an emergency by the discipline of West Point. 

(9.) In addition to the schools enumerated above, which have been 
founded and sustained almost wholly by the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society and others working with it, there have been established 


through the South, notably at Lynchburg and Hampton, Va., Louis- 


ville and Cave Spring, Ky., Memphis, Tenn., Selma, Ala., Macon, Mo., 
Little Rock and Arkadelphia, Ark., Augusta and Athens, Ga., Winton 
N. C., Jacksonville and Live Oak, Fla., Houston and Hearne, Texas, 
Gibsland and New Iberia, La., and elsewhere, a very considerable 
number of schools which are controlled entirely by Negro Boards of 
Trustees, and taught almost exclusively by Negroteachers. This Society, 
through the liberality of Mr. John D. Rockefeller, has been able to 
assist each of these institutions from year to year in such sums as are 
necessary to supplement the income received from the colored people, 
so as to maintain them in a fair degree of efficiency. The schools are 
subject to visitation by our Superintendent of Education ; they submit 
to us quarterly and annual reports and receive from us constantly 
advice and help, which is given, however, with a view of stimulating - 
them to self-endeavor, and with the studied purpose not to weaken 


their independence. They are constantly encouraged to rely more 


and more upon themselves and to become as soon as possible strictly 
independent, self-directing, self-supporting institutions. 

Besides this, there have sprung up in different sections of the 
South schools of a lower grade, doing only elementary work, deriving 
their support entirely from their colored patrons. We have encouraged 
such institutions wherever there seemed a call for them and a promise of 
their continued usefulness, but we have constantly discouraged them 
from making appeals for help to the North. We believe that it is for 
the best interests of the colored people that they should care for these 
minor schools entirely themselves. 

The one great need in reference to the eight higher institutions 
of learning named above is an endowment fund of not less than two 
millions of dollars—it would be much better if it were twice that— 
placed in the hands of your Board or in the hands of special trustees 
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selected for the purpose, the principal to be invested and kept intact, 

the interest to be available for the payment of salaries and meeting of 
current expenses. Such a fund is absolutely necessary to ensure the 
permanence of this work, to preserve it from the shock and disaster of 
varying annual receipts and to enable those having them in charge to 
wisely plan for their enlargement and increased efficiency. Educational 
endowments, created by Christian men and women, are characteristic 
of our American civilization, and among no people are these endow- 
ments more abundant than among the Baptists of the North. The 


work now being done for our denomination and for the church — 


through our institutions of learning, founded, equipped and endowed 
by Christian philanthropy, cannot be overstated. Less than one 
million white Baptists in the North participate in the inestimable 
privileges offered by these Christian schools. Nearly two million 
colored Baptists in the South, in their poverty and ignorance, with out- 
stretched hands still bearing the marks of slavery’s chains, are pleading 
with us in the name of our Common Master, for ‘an opportunity to 
share with us in the blessings of Christian education. Shall we hear 
their cry ? Shall we come to their help? Shall we perpetuate the 
institutions of learning which have already done so much for their 
uplifting ? 

Further particulars regarding our educational work, including 


Indian schools, will be found 1 in the report of Superintendent Mac- 
Vicar that follows. 


REPORT OF 


M. MACVICAR, LL.D., SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 


Reports from the schools of the Society published in the past in the 
Annual Report of the Executive Board have been very incomplete. This 


has arisen from two causes. The first of these is the fact that the financial 
year of the Society and the school year are not coterminus, the former 
nding the 31st of March, the latter the 1st of May, thus making it impos- 
sible to present in the report of the Executive Board a complete and accur- 
ate financial statement for the year in which the report is made. What is 
true of the financial statement applies to some extent to the annual report 
ofattendance, etc. The attendance for the months of April and May had 
to be estimated, and hence the statements of enrollment, average attendance, 
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etc., for the year have been more or less defective. To remedy both of 
these difficulties it has been decided to publish hereafter the financial and - 
other facts pertaining to the school year ending the 31st of May of the 
financial year for which the Annual Report of the Executive Board is made. 

The other cause of incompleteness in the published reports of the schools 
is more difficult to remove, as it is largely the result of inexperience in the 
matter of keeping accurate accounts and records and in making reliable 
reports. The presidents and principals of schools have made a commendable 
effort to furnish the office in New York with reliable data from which to 
make reports to the Society, yet some marked defects still exist in this respect. 
As illustrative of this fact the Treasurer of the Society, who makes a careful 
audit each year of the accounts of each school (the account books, receipt 
stubs and vouchers being sent to the office), had at the close of the school 
year 1894-95 to reject entirely the records of accounts of eight of the sec- 
ondary schools. Slight defects were also found in the accounts of several — 
others. | 

Personal attention has been given during the present school year to 
rectifying the defects of the past, and it is hoped that when the records of 
accounts, etc., for the year are examined by the Treasurer they will be 
found, if not entirely correct, greatly improved. Special emphasis has been 
laid, in the schools of the Society, upon accurate records and making reli- 


able financial and other reports to the office in New York. This is regarded 


as an important and necessary element in giving the principals of our 
secondary schools the training needed to fit them for leadership in educa- 
tional matters among their own people. 

_ The following presents in brief the facts given in the annual financial 
and other reports received from the presidents and principals of the schools 
of the Society for the school year ending May 31st, 1895 : 


HIGHER SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PEOPLE. 


1. Atlanta Baptist Seminary, founded originally at Augusta, Ga., 1867, trans- 
ferred to Atlanta 1879, incorporated 1879; Rev. George Sale, President, 1860; 
teachers employed, white 5, colored 6; receipts, from tuition $454.58, board — 
$2,588.91, churches and individuals $402.27, old accounts $393.22, sources not 
included in classified accounts $747.71, total receipts, $4,586.69; expenditures, 
for school supplies $374.58, boarding department $1,664.17, improvements and 
repairs $947.75, students’ labor $* , gratuities $361.23, salaries $6,070, 
sundries not included in classified accounts $1,133, total expenditures $10,550. 73 3 
appropriations, by the Society $4,970, Slater Board $1,100, total appropriations 
$6,070; enrollment, males 149; average attendance, day students 40, boarders 50, 
general average 90; preparing for college, 15; pursuing college course, 8; re- 
ceiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 0; preparing to teach, 50; pre- 


* Blanks under expenditures indicate that no expenditures were made for purposes named. 
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paring for the ministry, 38; pursuing minister’s course, 15; receiving gratuity, 0; 
conversions, 2. 

2. Alabama Colored Baptist University, founded at Selma, Ala., 1878, in- 
corporated 1878; Rev. C. S. Dinkins, D.D., President, 1893; teachers em- 
ployed, white 2, colored 8; receipts, from tuition $584.55, board $1,772.01 ; 
churches and individuals $1,166.37, old accounts $117.80, sources not included 
in classified accounts $55.92, total receipts $3,696.65; expenditures, for school 
supplies $87.68, boarding department $1,093.49, improvements and repairs $165.84, 
students’ labor $109.71, gratuities $ , salaries $3,223.23, sundries not in- 
cluded in classified accounts $493.02, total expenditures $5,172.97 ; appropriations, 
by the Society $1,500, by the trustees $1,723.23, total appropriations $3,223.23; 
enrollment, males 100, females 126, total 226; average attendance, day students 123, 


boarders 33, general average 156; preparing for college, 35 ; pursuing college course, — 


2; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 82; preparing to teach, 45; 
preparing for the ministry, 16; pursuing ministers’ course, 0; receiving gratuity, 
13; conversions, 7. 

3. Arkansas Baptist College, founded at Little Rock, Ark., 1887, incorporated 
1885; Rev. Joseph A. Booker, President, 1889; teachers employed, white 0, col- 
ored 4; receipts, from tuition $490.75, board $40.50, churches and individuals $952, 
old accounts $9.60, sources not included in classified accounts, $431.70, total re- 
ceipts $1,924.55; expenditures, for school supplies $532.50, boarding department, 

, improvements and repairs $83.45, students’ labor $ , gratuities 
$3, salaries $2,081.75, sundries not included in classified accounts $340.60, total 
_ expenditures $3,041.30; appropriations, by the Society $850, by Woman’s Society 
of Boston $650, by the trustees $581.75, total appropriations $2,081.75; enroll- 
ment, males 76, females 74, total 150; average attendance, day students 76, board- 
ers 0, general’average 76; preparing for college,2; pursuing college course, 0; 
receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 9; preparing to teach, 37; pre- 
paring for the ministry, 12; pursuing minister’s course, 12}; receiving gratuity, 3. 

4. Benedict College, founded at Columbia, S. C., 1870, incorporated 1895 ; Rev. 
C. E. Becker, President, 1881-95, Rev. A. C. Osborn, D.D., 1895; teachers 
employed, white 7, colored 1; receipts, from tuition $689.05, board $2,337.43, 
churches and individuals $195, old accounts $280.75, sources not included in 
classified accounts $742.45, total receipts $4,244.68; expenditures, for school 
supplies $575.99, boarding department $1,512.09, improvement and repairs. 
$690.50, students’ labor $452.17, gratuities $150, salaries $5,100, sundries not 
included in classified accounts $805.74, total expenditures $9,286.49; appropria- 
tions, by the Society $4,650, by the Woman’s Connecticut Missionary Union 


$450, total appropriations $5,100 ; enrollment, males 62, females 74, total 136; 


average attendance, day students 22, boarders 61, general average 83; preparing 
for college, 7; pursuing college course, 2; receiving systematic instruction in indus- 
trial work, 24 ; preparing to teach, 85; preparing for the ministry, 16; pursuing 
minister’s Course, 143 receiving gratuity, 0; conversions, Io. 

5. Bishop College, founded at Marshall, Tex., 1881,‘incorporated 1885; Rev. 
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N. Wolverton,. President, 1891; teachers employed, white 11, colored 7; receipts, 
from tuition $1,548.57, board $7,974.20, churches and individuals $5,161.11, old 
accounts $295.76, sources not included in classified accounts $478.97, Slater board 
$1,500, total receipts $16,958.61; expenditures, for school supplies $1,272.11, 
boarding department $4,645.57, improvements and repairs $5,799.80, students’ 
labor $ , gratuities $183.03, salaries $8,194, sundries not included in 
classified accounts $1,623.80, total expenditures $21,118.31; appropriations, by the 
Society $5,574, by Slater board $1,500, by Women’s Society of Chicago $1,120, 
total appropriations $8,194; enrollment, males 176, females 190, total 366; average 
attendance, day students 91, boarders 113, general average 204; preparing for col- 
lege, 39; pursuing college course, 4; receiving systematic instruction in industrial 
work, 180; preparing to teach, 125; preparing for the ministry, 35; pursuing 
minister’s course, 30; pursuing missionary training course, 14; receiving gratuity, 
35; conversions, 4. 7 7 

6. Hartshorn Memorial College, founded (for females only) at Rich- 
mond, Va., 1884, incorporated 1884; Rev. L. B. Tefft, D.D., President 
1884; teachers employed, white 6, colored 2; receipts, from tuition $574.52, board 
$3,263.14, churches and individuals $745.26, old accounts $147.40, sources not 
included in classified accounts $273, total receipts $9,436.65; expenditures, for 
school supplies $241.86, boarding department $2,482.39, improvements and 
repairs $417.65, students’ labor $715, gratuities $232.40, salaries $3,701.30, 
sundries notincludedin classified accounts $589,37, total expenditures $7,082.75 ;. 
appropriations, by the Society $1,200, by Woman’s Society, Boston $1,600, by 
Woman’s Society, Mich., $450, by Trustees $451.30, total appropriations 
$3,701.30; enrollment, males 1, females 96, total 97; average attendance, day 
students 24, boarders 60, general average 84; preparing for college o, pursuing 
college course, 3; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 97; preparing 
to teach, 79; receiving gratuity, 10. 

7. Jackson College, founded at Natchez, Miss., 1877, transferred to Jackson, Miss., 
1884; Rev. L. G. Barrett, President, 1894; teachers employed, white 4, colored 4; 
receipts, from tuition $762.20, board $3,527.86, churches and individuals 
$252.75, old accounts $97.06, sources not included in classified accounts $8.82, 
total receipts $4,648.69; expenditures, for school supplies $389,53, boarding 
department $1,964.30, improvements and repairs $1,373.04, students’ labor 
$oo, gratuities $316.90, salaries $4,265.25, sundries not included in classified 
accounts $19.47, total expenditures $8,309.02 ; appropriations, by the Society 
$3,505.25, by the Woman’s Society of Boston $400, by the Women’s Society of — 
Chicago $360, total appropriations $4,265.25 ; enrollment, males 74, females 85, total 
159; average attendance, day students 21, boarders 61, general average 82 ; pre- 
paring for college 0, for pursuing college course 0, receiving systematic instruction 
in industrial work, 0; preparing to teach, 67; preparing for the ministry, 19; receive 
ing gratuity, 43; conversions, 3. 

8, Richmond Theological Seminary, founded at Richmond, Va., 1867 ; incerpo- 
rated 1876; Rev. Chas. H. Corey, D.D., President, 1868; teachers employed, white 
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2, colored 2; receipts, balance in hand from previous year $921.40, from tuition 
$364, from board $1,420.50, churches and individuals $730.75, sources not included 
in classified accounts $2,162, total receipts $5,593.65; expenditures, for schoo} 
supplies $313.58, boarding department $1,365.48, improvements and repairs 
$120.48, students’ labor $ , gratuities $983, salaries $4,835, sundries not 
included in classified accounts $1,516.08, total expenditures $9,133.68; appropria~ 
tions by the Society $4,800; enrollment, males 50; average attendance, day 
students 10, boarders 30, general average 41; pursuing a full theological course 34; 
minister’s course, 16; receiving gratuity, 37. 

9. Roger Williams University, founded at Nashville, Tenn., 1864, incorporated 
1883; Rev. A. Owen, President, 1887-95; Rev. Owen James, D.D., 1895; 
teachers employed, white 7, colored 2; receipts, from tuition $1,161.56, board 
$5,530.72, churches and individuals $566.35, old accounts $1,417.97, sources 
not included in classified accounts $172.63, total receipts $8,849.23; expendi- 
tures, for school supplies $502.34, board department $4,898.23, improvements. 
and repairs $824.42, students’ labor $279.54, gratuities $454.64, salaries $6,678.50, 
sundries not included in classified accounts $1,393.44, total expenditures $15,031.11; 


appropriations, by the Society $5,918.50, by the Woman’s Society, Boston © 


$400, by the Women’s Society, Chicago $360, total appropriations $6,678.50; 
enrollment, males 111, females 116, total, 227; average attendance, day students 
58, boarders 117, general average 175; preparing for college, 38; pursuing college 
course, 19; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 68; preparing to 
teach, 94; preparing forthe ministry, 23; receiving gratuity, 53. 

10. Shaw University, founded at Raleigh, N.C., 1865; incorporated 1875 ; Prof. 
Chas. E,Meserve, President, 1893; teachers employed, white 16, colored 10; receipts, 
balance in hand $37.04, from tuition $705.85, board $4,791.33, churches and 
individuals $744.41, old accounts $792.34, sources not included in classified 
accounts $65, Slater Board $3,500, total receipts $10,635.97; expenditures, for 
school supplies $361.69, boarding department $3,013,88, improvements and 
repairs $509.13, student’s labor $2,327.81, gratuities $135.01, salaries $14,625, 
sundries not included in classified accounts $4,772.74, total expenditures 
$25,745.26 ; appropriations, by the Society $7,330, Slater Board $3,500, 
Women’s Society, Chicago $ _, by trustees $3,795, total appropriations $14,625 ; 


enrollment, males 193, females 168, total 361; average attendance, day students 83, : 
boarders 126, general average 209; preparing for college, 40; pursuing college 


course, 18 ; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 220; preparing to 
‘cach, 1753 preparing for the ministry, 28; pursuing minister’s course, 0; pursuing 
missionary training course, 15; receiving gratuity, 4; conversions, 17. 

11, Spelman Seminary, founded (for females only) at Atlanta, Ga., 1881 ; incor- 
porated 1888; Miss S. B, Packard and Miss H. E. Giles, associate Principals 1881- 
1, Miss H, E, Giles, Principal, 1891; Miss L. H. Upton, associate Principal, 
15j1; teachers employed, white 34, colored 4; receipts, balance in hand $19.34, 
from tuition $2,130.56, board $9,496.21, churches and individuals $2,804.13, 

old accounts $1,114.91, sources not included in classified accounts $2,559,30, 
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Slater Board $5,000, total receipts $23,125.17; expenditures, for school supplies 
$1,304.33, boarding department $6,935.32, improvements and repairs $1,733.64, 
students’ labor $51.50, gratuities $2,069.30, salaries $15,245.04, sundries not 
included in classified accounts $2,510.24, total expenditures $29,849.37; appro- 
priations by Woman’s Society, Boston $6,737.50 by Slater Board $5,000, by 
special friends $4,607.54, total appropriations $15,245.04; enrollment, females 
492 ; average attendance, day students 134, boarders 195; general average, 329; 
preparing for college, 3; pursuing college course,0; receiving systematic instruction 
in industrial work, 225; preparing to teach, 100; pursuing missionary training 
course, 6; pursuing nurse training course, 32; receiving gratuity, 99; conver- 
sions, 13. | 
£2, State University, founded at Louisville, Ky., 1873 incorporated 1873; Rev. 
C. L. Purce, D.D., President, 1894; teachers employed, white 0, colored ‘9; 
receipts, from tuition $783.75, board $944.80, churches and individuals $968.78, 
old accounts $124.12, sources not included in classified accounts $404.65, total 
receipts $3,226.10; expenditures for school supplies $271.67, boarding depart- 
ment $804.50, improvements and repairs $232.05, student’s labor $ 
gratuities $ , salaries $2,683.64, sundries not included in classified accounts 
$811.65, total expenditures $4,803.51; appropriations, by the Society $1,598, by 
the trustees $1,085.64, total apptopriations ‘$2,683.64; enrollment, males 116, 
females 75, total 191; average attendance, day students 118, boarders 24, general 
average 142; preparing for college, 91; pursuing college course, 14; receiving 
systematic instruction in industrial work, 17 ; preparing to teach, 29; preparing for 
the ministry, 34; pursuing minister’s course, I ; receiving gratuity, 11 ; conversions, 
10. 

13. Wayland Seminary, founded at Washington, D. C., 1865; Rev. G. M. P; 
King, D.D., President, 1869; teachers employed, white 6, colored 3 ; receipts, from 
tuition $834.75, board $4,059.06, churches and individuals $718.95, old accounts 
$788.65, sources not included in classified accounts $356.52, total receipts $6,757.93; 
expenditures, balance $59.81, for school supplies $245.36, boarding department 
$4,397.95, improvements fand repairs $661.60, gratuities $392.30, salaries $5,410, 
sundries not included in classified accounts $665.82, total expenditures $11,832.54; 
appropriations, by the Society $4,600, by the Woman’s Society of Boston $450, by 
the Women’s Society of Chicago $360, total appropriations $5,410 ; enroll- 
ment, males 98, females 63, total 161; average attendance, day students 38, boarders 
100, general average 138; preparing for college, 9; pursuing college course, 0; 
receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 23 ; preparing to teach, 74; pre- 
paring for the ministry, 325 pursuing minister’s course, 32; receiving gratuity, 12; 
conversions, 13, 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PEOPLE. 


1. Arkadelphia Academy, founded at Arkadelphia, Ark., incorporated 1593 
Prof. F. L. Jones, Principal, 1892; teachers employed, white 0, colored 4; receipts, 
from tuition $256.50, board $538.50, churches and individuals $324.10, old accounts 
$* , sources not included in classified accounts $500, total receipts $1,619.19; 


° Blanks under receipts indicate that nothing was received from the sources named. 
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expenditures, for school supplies $30; boarding department $255.60, improvements 
and repairs $95.50; students’ labor $ _, gratuities $198, salaries $074. 25, sundries 
not: included in classified accounts $384.35, total expenditures $1,937.70; appro- 
priations, by the Society $509, by trustees $474.25, total appropriations $974.25 ; 
enrollment, males 26, females 60, total 85; average attendance, day pupils 43, 
boarders 14, general average 57; receiving systematic instruction in industrial 
work, 0; preparing to teach, 26; preparing for the ministry, 3; pursuing min- 
ister’s course, 4; receiving gratuity, Io. : 

2, Allendale School, tounded at Allendale, S. C., 1892, not incorporated; Miss 
Sarah E. Owen, Principal, 1892; teachers employed, white 3, colored 0, Receipts 
and expenditures have not been reported tothe office in New York. The Woman’s 
Society of Boston paid on salaries of teachers $400. No report of enrollment 
furnished. 

3. Bible and Normal Institute, fone at Memphis, Tenn., incorporated 1837; 
Rev. H.R. Traver, Principal, 1889; teachers employed, white 3, colored 4; receipts, 
from tuition $973.46, board $205.23, churches and individuals $459.36, old accounts 
$17.80, sources not included in classified accounts $124.99, total receipts $1,780.84 ; 
expenditures, for school supplies $253.63, boarding department $198.85, improve- 
ments and repairs $42.45; students’ labor$ , gratuities $ —, salaries $2,607.74, 
sundries not included in classified accounts $168.17, total expenditures $3,330.84; 
appropriations, by the Society $750, by Woman’s Society of Boston $800, by 
trustees $1,117.74, total appropriations $2,667.74; enrollment, males 111, females 
111, total 2223 average attendance, day students 117, boarders 5, general average 
122; preparing for college, 13; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 
102; preparing to teach, 60; preparing for the ministry, 7; pursuing minister’s 
course, 26; receiving ssabiitat O; conversions, 7. 

4. Dawes Academy, founded at Berwyn, Ind. Ter., ‘adler’ not incorporated ; 
Kev. George Horne, Principal, 1894-5, Mrs. Mary A. Dawes, 1895; teachers em- 
ployed, white 3, slau 0; receipts, from tuition $276.38, board $433.30, churches 
and individuals $167.50, old accounts $72.68, sources not included in classified 
accounts $130.71, total receipts $1,080.57; expenditures, for school supplies 
$8.05, boarding department $453.33, improvements and repairs $146.25, students’ 
labor $5.50, gratuities $23, salaries $1,544.43, sundries not included in classified 
accounts $287.24, total expenditures $2,467.80; appropriations, by the Society 
$700, by the Woman’s Society of Boston $844.43, total appropriations $1,544.43; 
enrollment, males 50, females 50, total 100; average attendance, day pupils 48, 
boarders 12, general average 50; preparing for college, 3; receiving systematic in- 
struction in industrial work, 0; preparing to teach, 3; preparing for the ministry, I ; 
receiving gratuity, 6; conversions, 3. 


5. Florida Baptist Academy, tounded at Jacksonville, Fla., 1892; incorporated | 


1892; Rev. J. T. Brown, Principal, 1894 ; teachers employed, white 0, colored 6; 
receipts, from tuition $506.35, board $1,537.15, churches and _ individuals 
$2,183.27, old accounts $39, sources not included in classified accounts $53.25, 
total receipts $4,319.02; expenditures, for school supplies $44.55, boarding depart- 
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ment $874.87; improvements and repairs $104. 70, students’ labor $17.23, 

4 gratuities $323.50, salaries $3,606.10, sundries not included in classified accounts 
| $718.07, total expenditures $5,689.02; appropriations, by the society $1,370, by 
the trustees $2,236.10, total appropriations $3,606.10; enrollment, males 38, females 

66, total 104 ; average attendance, of day pupils 31, boarders 39, general average 70; 
preparing for college, 21; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, o 
preparing to teach, 22; preparing for the ministry,0; receiving gratuity, 70; con- 

versions, 23. 

6. Florida Institute, founded at Live Oak, Fla., 1876; incorporated 1876; Rey. 

oa G. P. McKinney, Principal, 1892; teachers employed, white 0, colored 4; receipts, 
from tuition $307.92, board $1,136.89, churches and individuals $1,055.10, old 

accounts $119.78, sources not included in classified accounts $11.60, total receipts 

$2,631.29; expenditures, for school supplies $75.76, boarding department $824.39, 

hy improvements and repairs $188.35, students’ labor $12.25, gratuities $ 
se salaries $2,503.90, sundries not included in classified accounts $118.10, total ex- 
penditures, $3,722.75; appropriations, by the Society $500, by the trustees 
$2,003.90, total appropriations $2,503.90; enrollment, males 25, females 35, total 
a : 60; average attendance, day pupils 32, boarders 16, general average 48; preparing 
‘ for college, 0; receiving systematic instructions in industrial work, 0; preparing to 

: teach, 19; preparing for the ministry, 4; receiving gratuities, 0. 
ts 7. Gibsland Academy, founded at Gibsland, La.; incorporated 1887; Prof. O. 
: L. Coleman, Principal, 1890; teachers seiploped: white 0, colored 5; receipts, from 


tuition $358.70, board $629.70, churches and individuals $2,885.35, old accounts 
+ , sources not included in classified accounts $ , total receipts 


$3,875.85; expenditures, for school supplies $19, boarding department $783.34, 
lt improvements and repairs $1,763.15, students’ labor $1,202.75, gratuities 
| $418.40, salaries $1,146.70, sundries not included in classified accounts 
$16, total expenditure $5,354.34; appropriations, by the Society $500, by 
the Woman’s Society, Boston $300, by the trustees, $346.70, total appro- 
priation $1,146.70; enrollment, males 57, females 77, total 134; average attend- 
ance, day pupils 39, boarders 21, general average 60; preparing for college, 16; 
receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 0; preparing to teach, 65; 
preparing for the ministry, 7; receiving gratuity, 7; conversions, 13. 

8. Hearne Academy, founded at Hearne, Texas ; Prof. M. H. Broyles, Princi- 
hie pal, 1893; teachers employed, white 0, colored 6; receipts, from tuition $293.20, 
a te a board $1,337.25, churches and individuals $767.32, old accounts $53.30, sources 
| ies not included in classified accounts $2,820.54, total receipts $5,276.61 ; expendi- 
a tures, for school supplies $23.15, boarding department $1,027.20, improvements 
Be ig. and repairs $995.15, students’ labor $120.60, gratuities $45, salaries $1,325.65, 
a sundries not included in classified accounts $1,456.15, total expenditures $4,995.99 ; 
a appropriations, by the Society $500, by the trustees $828.65, total appropriations 
- i $1,328.65 ; enrollment, males 35, females 41, total 76; average attendance, day 
pupils 18, boarders 29, general average 47; preparing for college, 3; receiving sys- 
tematic instruction in industrial work, 28 ; preparing to teach, 39; preparing for ‘2¢ 
ministry, 4; receiving gratuity, 5. 
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9. Houston Baptist Academy, founded at Houston, Texas, 1893; incorporated 
1893; Rev. J. H. Garnett, D.D., Principal, 1894; teachers employed, white 0, 
colored 2; receipts, from tuition $502.75, board $336.70, churches and individuals 
$532.80, old accounts $23.75, sources not included in classified accounts $114.40, 
total receipts $1,511.31; expenditures, school supplies $89.10, boarding depart- 
ment $310.72, improvements and repairs $633.48, students’ labor $ , gra- 
tuities $6, salaries $1,200, sundries not included in classified accounts $117.80, 
total expenditures $2,239.30; appropriations, by the Society $500, by the Woman’s 
Society, Boston $400, by the trustees $300, total appropriations $1,200; enroll- 
ment, males 19, females 57, total 76; average attendance, day pupils 44, boarders 15, 
general average 59; preparing to teach, 9; preparing forthe ministry, 2; receiving 
systematic instruction in industrial work, 0; receiving gratuity, 18; conver- 
sions, 28, 

10. Howe Institute, founded at New Iberia, La., 1888; not incorporated ; 
Rev. E, N. Smith, Principal, 1888; teachers employed, white 0, colored 3; re- 
ceipts, from tuition $384.60, board $443.25, churches and individuals $24, old 
accounts $29, sources not included in classified accounts $42.30, total receipts 
$923.15; expenditures, for school supplies $9.50, boarding department $435.33, 
improvements and repairs $28.30, students’ labor $ , gratuities $ ; 
salaries $1,450, sundries not included in classified accounts $ , total ex- 
penditures $1,923.13 ; appropriations, by the Society $650, by the Woman’s Society, 
Boston $400, by the trustees $400, total appropriations $1,450; enrollment, males 
27, females 49, total 76; average attendance, day pupils 61, boarders 1, general 
average 62. | 

11. Jeruel Academy, founded at Athens, Ga.; Rev. J. H. Brown, Principal, 
1893; teachers employed, white 0, colored 4; receipts, from tuition $286.05, 
board $596.81, churches and individuals $148.27, old accounts $13.42, sources 


not included in classified accounts $ , total receipts $1,044.55 ; expen- 
ditures, for school supplies $34.41, boarding department $523.12, improve- 
ments and repairs $68.85, students’ labor $ , gratuities $ 


salaries $1,316.81, sundries not included in classified accounts $101.36, total 
expenditures $2,044.55; appropriations, by the Society $500, by trustees 
$516.81, total $1,316.81; enrollment, males 67, females 54, total 121; aver- 
age attendance, day pupils 27, boarders 26, general average 53; preparing 
_ to teach, 64; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 0; preparing for 
the ministry, 10; receiving gratuity, 0; conversions, 13. 

12, Mather School, founded at Beaufort, S. C., 1869; Mrs. R. C. Mather, 
Principal, 1869; teachers employed, white 6, colored o (receipts and expen- 
ditures have not been reported to the office in New York) ; the Woman’s Society 
of Poston™paid on the salaries of teachers $980; enrollment, males 78, females 
102, total 1803; average attendance, day pupils 82, boarders 36, general 
average 1185 preparing to teach, §; conversions, 5. 

13. Western College, founded at Macon, Mo., 18913; incorporated 1894; 
Key. E. L. Seruggs, Principal, 1892; teachers employed, white 0, colored 4 ; 
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receipts, from tuition $272.35, board $1,382.59, churches and_ individuals 
$1,282.47, old accounts $28.10, sources not included in classified accounts 
$ , total receipts $2,965.51; expenditures, for school supplies 
$197.01, boarding department $1,445.40, improvements and repairs $724.87, 
students’ labor $ , gratuities $80, salaries $1,610, sundries not in- 
cluded in classified accounts $388.22, total expenditures $4,445.50; appropria- 
tions by the Society $1,200, by trustees $410, total $1,610; enrollment, 


males 54, females 58, total 112; average attendance, day pupils 38, boarders 34, 


general average 72; preparing for college, 4; receiving systematic instruction in 
industrial work, 0; preparing to teach, 23; preparing for the ministry, 18; 
receiving gratuity, 25; conversions, 2. | 
14. Virginia Seminary, founded at Lynchburg, Va.; incorporated 1888; Prof. 
G. W. Hayes, Principal, 1891 ; teachers employed, white 0, colored 16; receipts, 
from tuition $822.33, board $872, churches and individuals $1,060.89, old ac- 
counts $17, sources not included in classified accounts $1,022.70, total receipts 
$3,794.92 ; expenditures for school supplies $325.36, boarding department 
$1,249, improvements and repairs $198.83, students’ labor $37.50, gratuities 
$80, salaries $3,283.50, sundries not included in classified accounts $1,010.91, 
total expenditures $6,185.10; appropriations by the Society $1,100, by the trustees 
$2,183.50, total $3,283.50; enrollment, males 139, females 201, total 340; average 
attendance, day pupils 178, boarders 58, general average 246; preparing for 
college, 0; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 20; preparing to 
teach, 102; preparing for the ministry, 23; pursuing minister’s course, 22; 
receiving gratuity, 104; conversions, 2. __ | 
15. Walker Institute, founded at Augusta, Ga.; incorporated 1885; Prof. 
G. A, Goodwin, Principal, 1892; teachers employed, white 0, colored 8; receipts, 
from tuition $288.80, board $ , churches and individuals $1,002.42, old 
accounts $11, sources not included in classified accounts $00.30, total receipts 
$1, 302.52 ; expenditures, for schoo] supplies $82.27, boarding department $ , 
improvements and repairs $168.80, students’ labor $ , gratuities $54.50, 
salaries $1,123.05, sundries not included in classified accounts $373.90, total e€x- 
penditures $1,802.52; appropriations, by the Society $500, by the trustees $623.05, 
total $1,123.05; enrollment, males 36, females 55, total 91; average attendance, 
day pupils 43, boarders 0, general average 43; preparing for college, 0; receiving 
systematic instruction in industrial work, 55; preparing to teach, 46; preparing 
for the ministry, 10; conversions, 2, 
16, Waters’ Normal Institute, founded at Winton, N. C., incorporated 1557; 
Rev. C.S. Brown, Principal, 1890; teachers employed, white 0, colored 4 ; receipts, 
from tuition $177, board $631.77, churches and individuals $548.37, old accounts 


4 , sources not included in classified accounts $ , total receipts 
$1,357.14; expenditures, for school supplies $60.87, boarding department $469.13, 
improvements and repairs $499.29, students’ Jabor $ , gratuities $ , 


salaries $1,024.60, sundries not included in classified accounts $109.46, total! 
expenditures $2,163.35 ; appropriations, by the Society $300, by the Woman’s 5o- 
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ciety of Boston $500, by the trustees $224.60, total $1,024.60; enrollment, males 
78, females 97, total175; average Giendance, day pupils 83, boarders 27, general 
average 110; preparing for college, 7; receiving systematic instruction in indus- 
trial work, 0; preparing to teach, 38; preparing for the ministry, 4; pursuing 
minister’s course, 4; receiving gratuity, 62. 


HIGHER AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS FOR INDIANS. 


1, Indian University, founded at Tahlequah 1879, incorporated 1881, transferred 
to Muscogee 1885; Prof. A. C, Bacone, President, 1880 (Bacone P. O., Ind. Ter.) ; 
teachers employed, 8; receipts, from tuition $818.60, board $3,326.02, churches 
and individuals $258.92, old accounts $1,010.80, sources not included in classified 
accounts $52.74, total receipts $5,467.08 ; expenditures, for school supplies $239.54, 
boarding department $3,356, improvements and repairs $775.75, students’ labor 
$174.20, gratuities $874,37, salaries $4,510, sundries not included in classified ac- 
counts $23 5.83, total expenditures $10,165.69 ; appropriations, by the Society $3,550, 
by the Woman’s Society of Boston $400 by the Women’s Society of Chicago $360, 
by the Woman’s Society of Michigan $200, total $4,510; enrollment, males 
46, females 40, total 86 ; average attendance, day students 12, boarders 43, general 
average, §5; preparing for college, 7; pursuing college course, 14; receiving sys- 
tematic instruction in industrial work, 22; preparing to teach, 21; preparing for the 
ministry, 8; receiving gratuity, 26; conversions, 19. 

2. Atoka Academy, founded at Atoka, I. T., 1888; not incorporated; Prof. 
FE. H. Rishel, Principal, 1891; teachers employed, 5; receipts, from tuition 
$1,001.05, board $1,470.80, churches and individuals $413.40, old accounts $46.25, 
sources not included in classified accounts $1,208.58, total receipts $4,140.08; 
expenditures, for school supplies $129.82, boarding department $1,274.83, improve- 
ments and repairs $314.80, students’ labor $29.83, gratuities $901.25, salaries 
$2,225, sundries not included in classified accounts $1,109.40, total expenditures 
$5,984.93 ; appropriations, by the Society $1,025, by the Woman’s Society of 
Boston $800, trustees $400, total $2,225; enrollment, males 70, females 58, total 
128; average attendance, day pupils 67, boarders 18, general average 85; receiving 
systematic instruction in industrial work, 22; preparing to teach, 9; preparing for 
ministry, 1; receiving gratuity, 52; conversions, 9. 

3. Cherokee Academy, founded at Tahlequah, I. T., 1886; not incorporated ; 
Rev, Walter P. King, M. D., Principal, 1891-95, and Prof. Frederick R. Shavor, 
1895; teachers employed, 5; receipts, from tuition $190.88, board $751, churches 
and individuals $286.50, old accounts $3.65, sources not included in classified 
accounts $752.57, total receipts $1,984.60; expenditures, for school supplies 
$5.50, boarding department $921.47, improvements and repairs $ , Students’ 
labor $ , gratuities $ , salaries $1,380, sundries not included in classi- 
fied accounts $9.12, total expenditures $2,316.09; appropriations, by the Society 
$1,380 3 enrollment, males 67, females 60, total 127; average attendance, day pupils 
$0, boardalil 7; general average 57; receiving gratuities, 6; conversions, II. 
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4. Seminole Academy, founded at We-wo ka, Ind. Ter., 1887; transferred to 
Emahaka, 1894; not incorporated; Rev. W. P. Blake, Principal, 1888; teachers 
employed, 8; appropriated by the Society for the salaries of teachers $1,500; the 
balance of salaries were paid by the Seminole Nation, and also all other expenses 
connected with the support of the Academy. The enrollment, 1894-5, was males 2, 
females 129, total 131; average attendance, day pupils 2, boarders 92,*general aver- 
age 94; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work 7, conversions 8, At_ 
the close of the school year, 1894-95, the Seminole Nation assumed all responsi- 
bility for the payment of the salaries of teachers in the future, and the Academy 
has passed from under the supervision of The American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. 

5. Wichita Mission School, founded at Anadarko, Okla. Ter. ; Rev. D. Noble 
Crane, Principal, 1894; teachers employed, 4; expended for teachers’ salaries by 
the Society $300, by the Woman’s Society, Boston, $700; students enrolled, 
males 25, females 25, total 50; average attendance, day pupils 18, boarders 20, 
general average 38; receiving systematic instruction in industrial work, 40; re- 
ceiving gratuity, 38; conversions, 3. | 


CHINESE MISSION SCHOOLS. 


Appropriations by the Society in California: Los Angeles, $200; Redlands, 
$200; San Francisco, $1,000; Chico, $200; Oakland, $300; Visalia, $200; 
Tulare, $200. In Oregon: Astoria, $200; Albany, $200; Portland, $500. In 
Washington: Port Townsend, $200; Seattle, $100; Spokane, $200. By the 
Woman’s Society of Boston in California: Fresno, $480; Sacramento, $400; 
Butte City, Mont., $300. 


SCHOOLS IN UTAH, 


Appropriations by the Woman’ s Society of Boston: Ogden, $500 ; Provo, 
$500, 
SCHOOLS IN MEXICO, 


Appropriations by the Woman’s Society of Boston: International, $700; 
Santa Rosa, $200; City cf Mexico, $600. 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 1894-5. 


1. The enrollment of students in schools fur colored people was, males 
2,046, females 2,652, total 4,698 ; the average number of boarders was 1,371, 
general average 3,272. Of the number enrolled, 396 were studying for the 
ministry ; 1,481 preparing to teach; 20 were in the Teachers’ Professional 
Course; 35 in the Missionary Course; 32 in the Nurse Training Course, 
and 1,148 received systematic instruction in some line of industrial work 
The enrollment in schools for Indians was, males 210, females 312, total 
522° Of this number, 9 were studying for the ministry and 30 prepar'ng 
to teach. The total enrollment in all of the schools, both colored and 
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Indian, was 5,220, and the total number of conversions during the year 


was 354- 

2. There were employed in all of the colored schools 247 teachers, 115 
white, 132 colored ; of whom 107 were males and 140 females. Of the male 
teachers, 33 were white and 74 colored; of the female teachers, 82 were 


white and 58 colored. In the schools under the entire or partial control of — 


the Society there were 110 white and 41 colored teachers, but in the schools 
under the entire control of colored trustees there were 94 colored and only 
whites. 

3. The total expenditure for the salaries of teachers for 1894-95 was 
$113,099.04. Of this amount, the Baptist Home Mission Society con- 


tributed $67,520.05 ; the colored people, $15,009.22; the Woman’s Ameri-— 


can Baptist Home Mission Society of New England, $22,151.93; the 
Women’s Baptist Home Mission Society of Chicago, $1,991 ; the Women’s 
Missionary Society of Michigan, $650; the Women’s Missionary Union of 
Connecticut, $450, and trustees and special friends, $5,508.84. In addition 
to the appropriation by the Society of $67,520.75 for the salaries of teachers, 
it expended during the financial year, chiefly designated gifts, for buildings 
and other purposes, $17,074.33 ; making a total for the year of $84,595.08. 

4. Of the aggregate amount of $112,690.04 expended on the ‘salaries of 
teachers, $98,089.82 were paid to teachers in. colored schools, $10,195 
to teachers in the Indian schools, and $7,380 to teachers in schools for 
Chinese, Mormons and Mexicans. : 

5. The receipts for the school year 1894-95 from the colored people 
were as follows: For tuition, $16,437.38; for board, $57,078.11; from 
churches and individuals, $12,826.85 ; from old accounts, $5,943.73, and 
from sources not designated in reports, $5,819.63; making an aggregate 
of $98,105.70. All of this amount has been expended for the board of stu- 
dents, salaries of teachers and other current expenses of the schools, except 
34,140.29, which was remitted to the Treasurer of the Society as the 
surplus from the receipts of the year of the following institutions, viz.: 
Benedict College $690.78, Roger Williams University $1,124.92, Jackson 
College $685, and Bishop College $1,639.59 ; thus leaving an aggregate of 
593.965.41, which was expended under the direction of the Trustees by the 
Presidents and Principals of the schools for the purposes named above. 

6. In this connection it should be carefully noted that on account ot 
the large number of students who have received instruction wholly or 
puitially free, and also reductions on their board bills, the average receipts 
from these sources are far below meeting the cost of what is furnished. 
During the year 1894-95 the average amount received per pupil for board 
for the school year was only $41.63, or $1.30 per week, a sum which 
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was barely sufficient to cover the cost ot material and service in preparing 
it, without providing anything for the wear and tear of buildings or for 
kitchen and dining-room utensils and furniture. This latter has constantly 
to be provided for from outside sources. Again, the average amount re- 
a ceived per pupil for tuition, or instruction, for the school year was $5.45, 
while the actual average cost of this instruction, without taking into account 
the interest on the investments in buildings, grounds, furniture, etc., was 
$34.45 per pupil. Thus it isseen that an average of $29 of a gratuity is 
given to each pupil per vear who attends the schools of the Society. It is 
but just to state here that, while the colored people contributed for the 


a school year 1894-95, for the education of their children in the schools of the 
: South in the way of paying tuition, board, salaries of teachers and other 
‘ Ue | current expenses, the commendable sum of $88,105.70, they have at the 
- same time received from the Society and its co-workers and friends in the 


North, to help them in their educational work during the year, the large 
sum of $84,595.08. To this has been added also the generous gift for 
Industrial and Normal School work of $9,000 from the Trustees of the John 
F, Slater Fund, making an aggregate of $93,595.08. 

7. One other matter in connection with this summary of results de- 
serves special notice. It may be safely stated that for the amount of money 
expended by the Society and its friends upon this work, much more has 
been accomplished for the true elevation of the colored people than has 
been done by other organizations which expend much larger sums of 
money upon a few institutions in which large and expensive industrial 
plants have been established and conducted in such a manner as to mini- 
| mize the time given to true mental training. Without instituting any un- 
aie. favorable comparisons, two institutions of this kind might be mentioned, the 

prey cost of supporting which is considerably more than the entire amount ex- 

pended by the Society upon all of its twenty-nine schools for colored peo- 
; ple. The colored people should, of course, receive thorough instruction in 
| training in industrial lines, just such as white people in like circumstances 

Should also receive; but if men and women are to be produced among 
: them who shall be well equipped for leadership in all that pertains 
i to the true elevation of the race, they must have given to them, as is done in 
| | Vee the schools of the Society, the advantages of that mental training so ¢s-_ 

: sential to leadership among the white people. _ 

: 8. Of the twenty-nine schools for colored people fifteen are under the 
ies entire control of Boards of colored trustees, viz., three of the higher schoois, 
| and twelve of the secondary or academic schools; these fifteen schools are 
subject to visitation by the Superintendent of Education, and they make the 
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same financial and other reports to the office in New York as the schools 
controlled directly by the Society through a Board of white trustees. 

To the facts and figures just given, I have only to add that in my fre- 
quent visits to the schools, during the present school year, I found an excel- 
lent spirit prevailing among the teachers. They are, as a whole, doing 
earnest and faithful work, in many cases under serious disadvantages 
for the want of proper appliances. In all of the higher schools there is a 


pressing need for additional teachers. In several of these schools the | 


teachers are overworked in meeting the earnest and just demands from 
students for advanced courses of instruction. The efficiency of some of 
these schools cannot be maintained if these demands are not regarded. 


OBITUARY, 


During the past year we have been called to mourn the decease of 
Rev. D. E. Halteman, D.D., so long the faithful, efficient General Mis- 
sionary for Wisconsin, who died on the r9th of December, 1895 ; Rev. 
Thomas Armitage, D.D., LL.D., who served as a member of the Board 
of Managers for nine years, at intervals between 1850 and 1875, aid- 
ing by his wisdom and labor in promoting the work of the Society, who 
died at his home in Yonkers, N. Y., January 20, 1896; Elijah Shaw, 
one of the earliest friends and benefactors of Shaw University, of 
Raleigh, N. C., and who took the deepest interest in the welfare 
of the institution bearing his name, died at Wales, Mass., January 
28, 1896; Miss Harriette M. Buss, long associated with Dr. Tupper 
in the Faculty of Shaw University, died in Raleigh, October 10, 1895. 
Among the missionaries and workers in our employment who have 
passed away during the year may be named Rev. J. F. Hampton, at 


Eufaula, I. T.; Rev. Jack Walkingstick (Indian), Indian Territory, 


September 27, 1895; Rev. Lacey Lasley (Indian missionary) was 
murdered in the Indian Territory, February 6, 1896; Rev. W. M. 
Wells died at Coquille, Ore., March 19, 1896; Rev. H. Gromminger, 
pastor of the Pilgrim German Church, died at Jersey City Heights, 
Vebruary 7, 1896; Rev. Johann Marks died at Hebron, S. D., 
April 12, 1895; Miss M. E. Gordon, died at Okolona, Miss., July 14,, 
(Sy5. Mrs. Betsey K. King, a life member and liberal giver, died at 
Senia, Ohio, February, 1896. | 

Among the annuitants who have died during the year appear the 
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names of Rev. Israel Harris, Brethren George H. Shaw, I. Powers, 
Curtis Pettit, and Sisters L. G. D. Thayer, M. H. Reed, and M. B. 
Brown. | | 

There has been during the year no essential modification of the relations 
hitherto existing between this Society and kindred organizations. 


THE WOMAN’S SOCIETY OF BOSTON. 


The Woman’s American Baptist Home Mission Society of New Eng- 
land, while an independent organization, planning its own work and con- 
ducting it upon independent lines, is in practical affiliation with this Society. 
It prosecutes its educational work among the colored people, Indians, 
Chinese, Mormons and Mexicans, in co operation with us. In Spelman 
Seminary and Hartshorn Memorial College, institutions exclusively for 
girls, it assumes the chief responsibility of the support of teachers, including 
a Missionary Training Department, in which consecrated young women 
are trained for missionary service among their own people. 

It is confidently believed that as the result of several conferences that 
this Society will be brought into still closer relationship with our own during 
the coming year. ~~ 


WOMEN’S SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. 


The Women’s Baptist Home Mission Society of Chicago sustains no 
organic relation to this Society; it prosecutes independent missionary work 
—chiefly in the homes among the women and children. It sustains, as a 
necessary condition to the success of its work, a Missionary Training School, 
located in Chicago, where thorough preparation is given to young women 
for missionary service. It co-operates with our Society in establishing and 
supporting in several of our largest institutions Missionary Training De- 
partments, similar to the Training School in Chicago. _It co-operates also 
in furnishing and supporting trained teachers in the industrial departments 
of our schools. | | 

Several conferences have been held with this Society with the view to 
still closer relationship, but as yet without practical result. 


INCREASE OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS. 


After a careful consideration of the subject, your Beard voted 
unanimously, at the April meeting, to recommend;to the Society at its 
Annual Meeting at Asbury Park, in May, the increase of the number 
of members of the Board of Managers from fifteen, the present num- 
ber, to twenty-one. The chief considerations in favorof this change 
are that it will bring a larger number of brethren into close relation- 
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ship with the administration of the Society’s affairs, and awaken a cor- 
responding increase of interest and deeper sense of personal responsi- 


bility. It will also relieve the burden of labor and responsibility now _ 


borne by the members, many of whom, as the Board is now consti- 
tuted, are called upon to serve on at least two committees. In view 
of the fact that the service of the Board of Managers is gratuitous, 
and necessarily consumes considerable time, it is desirable that the 
burden shall be made as light as possible consistent with efficient 
work. 


FROM PORTLAND, ORE., TO ASBURY PARK, N. ; 


At the Annual Meeting of the Society at Saratoga Springs, May, 
1895, a vote was passed favorable to holding the Anniversaries in 
1896 at Portland, Ore., and this vote was approved subsequently by 

the formal action of the Managers of the Missionary Union, Publica- 
tion Society and Home Mission Society, and plans were reaching 
maturity for holding the Anniversaiies on the Pacific Coast. The 
continued financial stress, the diminishing receipts of the various 
Societies, the certainty of being obliged to close the year with debts of 
such magnitude as to demand careful consideration regarding the 
work for next year, the need of economy in expenditures and other 
considerations made it seem wise, even at a late day, to abandon the 
plan of going to the Pacific Coast and of deciding to hold the Anni- 
versaries for this year at Asbury Park, N. J., near the great financial 
centres of the East, and within easy reach of the several Societies. 
This change was voted reluctantly and only after mature considera- 
tion of all the circumstances involved. At first the change occasioned 
disappointment and called out some unfavorable criticism, but as time 
has passed by there have come to us indications that there is a grow- 
ing public opimon, amounting almost to unanimity, approving the 
wisdom of the change. 

As it is now a little more than fifty years since the Home Mission 
Society began its werk on the Pacific Coast, in Oregon, and will soon 
be fifty years (1899) since it began its work in San Francisco, and 
inasmuch as the Anniversary of the Society has never been held west 
of Denver, it seems very fitting that the Society should hold its Anni- 
vcrsary On the Pacific Coast at the earliest time that the financial con- 
dit.ons of the country will warrant. A meeting on the Pacific Coast 
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will be of service to our cause in that great section of our country, 
and the journey across the continent cannot fail to impress the minds 
of Eastern visitors with the extent, urgency and hopefulness of the 
West as a field for continued missionary endeavor. 


CONCLUSION, 


In concluding this report of the work carried on by your Board 
during the year just ended, we cannot refrain from an expression of 
our deep sense of the great privilege of being associated with our 
brethren in such a magnificent enterprise as that which engages the 

| energy of your Society. To bear even a small part in winning North 
bs America for Christ, in extending the influence of the Christian Church 
= throughout this continent, of helping to mold the religious character 
i of a mighty Republic, and through this people to exert an influence 
in behalf of righteousness upon the whole future course of devel- 
: opment of human history is indeed a privilege that should call forth 
ie our best efforts. We feel that we have especial occasion for gratitude 
: to the Great Head of the Church who has so signally smiled upon the 
* work of the Board and upon all teachers and missionaries through the 

year that has just closed. | 

Respectfully submitted, 
T. J. Morcan, Cor. Sec. 
E. T. Hiscox, Chairman of Executive Board. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER. 


RECEIPTS OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY ON i 
ACCOUNT OF MISSIONS AND EDUCATION FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING MARCH 31, 1896. 


ontributions for Missions. $188,854 53 | 
$200,128 71 | 
164,835 82 
Total of General Contributions and Legacies, not in- a 
cluding Contributions to the Schools ..... $364,964 53 
‘Transferred from Annuity Funds by reason of death of | 
$376,425 15 a 
SCHOOLS. i 
Wayland Seminary, D. C.— 
Specially Designated ...... 160 00 
$811 25 
- Richmond Theological Seminary, Va.— 4 
Contributions Specially Designated ................. 317 50 : 
Hartshorn Memorial College, Va.— a 
Contributions for Hartshorn Memorial College....... 2,050 00 a 
Shaw University, N. C.— a 
Contributions for Shaw University ......... $100 oo 
Specially Designated 92 50 
Q71I 02 
Benedict College, S. C.— Nn 
Contributions for Benedict College............. $550 00] 
6 A 
Spelman Seminary, Ga.— 
Contributions for Spelman Seminary ................ $7,250 00 
“ Specially 5t 47 
47 
Atlanta Seminary, Ga.— 
Contributions for Atlanta Seminary........... oneness $32 00 
Specially 72 96 
I 6 
oger Williams University, Tenn.— 
Contributions for Roger Williams University......... $444 05 (i 
I, 
Jackson College, Miss.— | 
Contributions for Jackson $400 00 
| 800 00 
Amount forward ee $(7,474 Ol $376,425 15 
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Amount brought forward............- $17,474 o1| $376,425 15 
SCHOOLS. Continued, 
Bishop College, Tex. 
Contributions for Bishop College.......... $8 72 
Industrial Department ............ 891 30 
2,614 93 
Indian University, Ind. Ter. —- 
Contributions for Indian University...... $675 00 
Specially Designated 50 00 
725 09} 
Allendale Schonl, S. C.— 
Contributions for Allendale School 625 00 
Florida Baptist Jacksonville, Fla.— 
Contributions for Florida Baptist Academy .......... $355 20 
Specially Designated. .............. 25 00 
380 20 
State University, Ky.— 
Contributions for State University ...... 08} 
Gibsland Academy, La,— 
Contributions for Gibsland Academy................ $450 00 
455 00} 
Anadarko School, O. T.— 
Contributions for Anadarko School................-- 700 00} 
Cherokee Academy, Ind. Ter.— 
Contributions for Cherokee Academy ..........-..-. $200 00 ‘ 
215 81 
Atoka Academy, Ind. Ter.— 
Contributions for Atoka Academy............. scbd6s 800 oo} 
Dawes Academy, Ind. Ter.— 
Contributions for Dawes Academy .................. $1,016 96 
1,092 86) 
Waters Institute, N. C.— 
Contributions for Waters $500 00 
Specially Designated. 50 00 
550 00 
Mather School, S. C.— 
Contributions for Mather School .......... snabadsenbe 735 00 
Bible and Normal Institute, Tenn.— , 
Contributions for Bible and Normal Institute......... $800 00 
Specially Designated ................. 5 20 
805 20 
Walker Baptist Institute, Ga.— 
Contributions Specially Dessgnated 5 00 
Howe Institute, La.— 
Contributions for Howe Institute ................... 400 00 
Arkansas Baptist College, Ark.— 
Contributions for Arkansas Baptist College.......... 649 94) 
Houston Academy, Tex.— 
Contributions for Houston 400 00 
Amount $28,939 03| $376,425 15 
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Amount brought forward....... 


SCHOOLS.— Continued. 


Selma University, Ala.— 


Contributions Specially designated 


hi Schools, Califorma— 
Contributions for Fresno School. 


Sacramento School...... ive 


Ogden School, Utah— 
Contributions for Ogden School...... 


Provo School, Utah— : 
Contributions for Provo School ...... bikie 


Butte City School, Montana— 
Contributions for Butte City School......... 


Chinese Mission, New York— 
Contributions for Chinese Mission........... 


International School, Mex.— 


Contributions for International School 


Schools in Mexico— 
Contributions for Mexico City School....... 


Santa Rosa School....... 


Rinconada School, New Mex.— 
Contributions for School in Rinconada ..... ecsvedens 


Total Receipts for Schools............. 


| Received from Sale and Rent of Real Estate .............. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Income from Permanent Trust Funds....... 


Isaac Davis Fund..... 


« “ Conditional Trust Funds ...... 


Interest and Dividends 


Sale of Jubilee 


Home Mission Monthly...... 


Church Edifice Funds, Share of — re 


Debt of Society, April 1, 1896—Borrowed Money..... 


Less Cash on 


hand... 


$480 co 
400 00 


$100 00 


178 15 


$28,939 03 


00 


880 00 


150 00 
780 00 
300 09 
738 28 


445 


278 15 


550 00 


$4,782 94 
18,962 93 


$87,300 00 
1,054 59 


$376,425 15 


33,079 47 


42,288 79 
6,424 82 


$458,209 23 


86,245 42 


$544,454 64 
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EXPENDITURES OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY 


ON ACCOUNT OF MISSIONS AND EDUCATION, FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1896. 
Cash paid Missionaries, viz.: 
aii To the English ‘Speaking. $120,657 60 
“  Scandinavians.......... 27,149 87 
“ Bohemians..... 754 00 
$213,096 17 
SCHOOLS. 
Cash paid Wayland Seminary, D. C.— 
ia Salary of Rev. G. M. P. King, D.D., Principal) $1,500 00 
Specially Designated for Students ....... eases 160 
$5,153 75 
Richmond Seminary, Va.— 
Salary of Rev. C. H. Corey, D.D., Principal.| $1,500 00 
Specially Designated for Students ............ 355 00 
Expense Account ......... 1,085 93 
6,318 66 
Hartshorn Memorial College, Va.— 
Salary of Rev. L. B, Tefft, Principal......... $1,200 00 
39259 00 
Shaw 
Salary of Ch arles | ‘Meserve, Principal ...... $2,000 00 
Building Account...... ces 10,590 30 
Repairs and Insurance...... 2,925 73 
20,726 03 
Benedict College, S. C.— 
Salary ¢ of Rev. A. C. Osborn, D. D., Principal $750 00 
“ Rev. C, E. Becker, 750 00 
Building Account. 6,248 13 
Repairs and Insurance. .......... 70 
13,163 31 
Atlanta Seminary, Ga.— 
Salary of Rev. George Sale, Principal ........ $1,500 00 
Specially Designated ..... tha 72 96 
Building Account..... 3,053 00 
91444 95 
Spelman Seminary, Ga.— 
Salary of Miss H. E. Giles, Principal. ....... $800 00 
L. H. Upton, cinebaens 600 00 
Expense Account, Insurance .......... scnceas 307 25 
Specially designated for students ............. 51 47 
7,608 72 
Amount forward ......... ae $65,665 42! $213,090 17 
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Amount brought forward ............ 


SCHOOLS.—Continued. 


h Roger Williams University, Tenn.— 
Cash paid Roger 


“ 
a 
“ 
“ « 


Rev. Owen James, D.D., Principal... 


“ “ Teachers 


Expense Account, ia, 


Jackson College, Miss.— 
Salary of a: L. G. Barrett, Principal....... 
eac 


Account, Insurance, etc ............. 


Bishop College, Tex.— 
Salary of Rev. N. Wolverton, Principal 
Expense Account, Industrial Department 
Insurance 


Indian University, Ind. Ter.— 
Salary of Prof. A. C. Bacone, Principal....... 


pense Account, Insurance, 


Florida — Live Oak, Fla.— 


Salary of Rev. Geo. P. McKinney, Principal. . 
“ Tea chers.... eee eece eee ee 
Florida Baptist Academ 
Salary of Rev Brows, F 
y Desigmated 
Selma University, Ala.— 
of Rev. C. S. Dinkins, D.D., Principal 
Specially Designated. 


State Ky. 
ev. C. 1. Purce, Principal ........ 


Waters Institute, N. C.—- | 
Salary of Rev. Cc. S. Brown, Principal........ 
Specially Designated. ..... 
Mather School, S. C.— 
Allendale School, S. C.— 
Salary of Teachers.......... 
Bible and Normal Institute, Tenn.— 
Salary of Rev. H. R. Traver, 
Specially 


Howe Institute, La.— 
Salary of Rev. Eli N. Smith, Principal ....... 
“ Teachers 


$750 00 
6,130 00 


39° 25 


$1,300 00 
2,724 93 
422 50 


$1,5c0 00 
4,208 16 


$854 18 
800 09 
5 20 


$650 00 
402 00 


$103,842 35 


$65,665 42 


7,260 25 


4447 43) 


10,178 59 


5,249 28 


499 88 


2,240 04 


1,510 00 


1,797 08 


925 00 


735 0° 


625 00 


1,659 38 


1,050 00} 


$213 096 17 


157 
$213,096 17 
——| 
4,379 59 
88 84 
2 00 
—_—| 
$1,300 00 
2,850 00 4 
55 co 
x 1,044 28 j 
——| 
$143 72 
356 16 
$700 00 
435 84 | 
1,979 20 
25 oo! 
$600 00 
900 00 
10 00 | 
1,175 08) 
$375 00 
520 00 
50 00 
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Amount brought 


SCHOOLS.—Continued. 


Cash paid; Academy, La.— 
alary of Prof. O. L. Coleman......... 


Specially designated ..... 


ev. J. H. Garnett, Principal....... 


‘eachers eee 


“ Hearne Academy, T 
Salary of Prof. M. Broyles, Principal 
Seminary, Va.— 
r Salary of Prof.G. W. Hayes, Principal....... 
‘ 
Academy, Ga 
Salary of Pro Prof. J. H. Brown, Principal ....... 
Walker Baptist Institute, Ga — 
Salary Prof. G. A. Goodwin, Principal. .... 


* Macon Academy, 


Salary of Prof. E. L . Scruggs, Principal ...... 
“ Teachers ....... 


Cherokee Ind. Ter.— 
Salary of Prof. F. R. Shavor, Principal ....... 


“ Teachers...... 
Expense Account............ 


“ = Seminole Academy, Ind. Ter.— 


Atoka Ind. Ter.— 


$103,842 35 


Salary of a hen H. Rishel, Principal........ $800 00 
eachers ...... 1,024 92 
* ©“ Dawes Academy, Ind. Ter.— | 
Salary of Teachers................ scanwiacan $1,608 61 
“ © Anadarko School, O. T.— 
Salary of Teachers 
* Arkansas of Rev. College, Ark.— 
Salary of Rev. J. A. Booker, Principal........ $500 oo 
Expense Account............--- 20 


Amount 


955 90 


505 0? 


1,200 00 


2,473 98 
330 00) 


1,862 42 


1,744 51 


1,000 00 


491 64 


1,519 94 


$118,924 82 


| 
[ 1896, 
| $213,096 17 
¥ 
400 00 
$500 00 
900 00 
$350 00 
150 00 
500 00 
$300 00 
199 98 
499 98 
“ie $258 oo 
242 00 
5 00 
| 
ts 
80e 
et 988 45 
4 if 
{ 
| 
- 
5 | 
| 
i 
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-- 


Amount brought forward $118,924 82| $213,096 17 
SCHOOLS.—Continued. 
Cash paid Spiller Academy, Va.— | 
Salary of Teachers eee ee eer 200 
« Virginia Union University, Va.— 
Expense 29 00 
Chinese Schools, California.— 
Salary of Teachers at Fresno...........--- $480 00 
Los Angeles .......... 66 
“ Redlands ............- 166 68) 
“ San Francisco......... 800 00 
“ Oakland........ 275 00} 
* Ogden School, Utah— 
Salary of Teacher ..............- 780 00 
“ Chinese Mission, New York— | 
Salary of Teacher ................ 704 95 
Port Townsend School, Wash.— 
Salary of Teachers ............... 199 92 
“ Seattle School, Wash.— 
“ Spokane School, Wash.— 
Salary of Teacher ......... 283 36 
“ 4 Butte City School, Mont.— | c 
“ Chinese Schools, Oregon— 
591 7° 
Intemational School, Mexico— $ 
Salary of Teachers ..... 415 3 
Expense Account......... TTT 29 63 
or a 
————| 278 15 
“ School in Rinconada, New Mex.— 3 he 
Salary of Teachers 600 oo 
Specially Designated ......... Io 00 
Io 09 
Total Expenditure for Schools ....... $126,051 87 | 
SECRETARY AND TREASURER’S 
DEPARTMENT. 
Cash paid Rey. T. Morgan, D.D., Cor. Sec., Salary..... $4,000 00 
’ Expenses 446 00 
J. G. Snelling, Treasurer, Salary... be wen 2,700 
15,451 3 
Amount forward $354,599 40 


$4 
j 
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Amount brought forward ............ 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS. 
Cash paid Rev. H. L. Morehouse, D.D., Field Sec., Salary.| $4,000 00 
Traveling and Other Expenses 487 11 
Rev, M. MacVicar, LL.D., Supt. Ed’ n, 3,000 00 
Traveling and Other Expenses.............. 672 88 
Rev. Wm. M. Haigh, D.D., Supt. Miss., Salary . 2,000 00 
Traveling and Other Expenses 501 
« * Rev. H. C. Woods, D.D., Supt. Miss., Salary.. 2,000 00 
Traveling and Other Expenses 524 17 
DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 

Cash Rev. F. T. Hazlewood, D.D., Salary........... 2,000 00 
Traveling and Other Expenses 818 54 
“ Rev. Halsey Moore, D.D., Salary............+- 2,000 00 
Traveling and Other Expenses. skocnuebscwsene 751 51 
« © Rev. E. B. Palmer, D.D., Salary.......... edbae 2,000 00 
Traveling and Other Expenses 682 67 
E. E. Jameson, D.D., 1,700 00 

Travelin and Other Expenses.............. 761 
Rev. Dwight Spencer, Salary ...... 1,600 00 
and Other 986 18 

raveling and Other 1,045 
“ Rev. O. A. Williams, Salary I, re) 
Traveling and Other Expenses ............... 425 21 
serene and Other Expenses .............- 469 15 
T raveling and Other Expenses............... 122 95 
Traveling and Other Expenses..............- 86 97 

PUBLICATION ACCOUNT. 
Cash paid Home Mission Monthly ............ 
EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 

Cash paid for Rent and Care of Rooms .........-. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Debt of the Society April 1, 


$4,487 11 
3,672 88 
2,501 


2,524 17 


2,818 54 
2,751 51 
2,682 67 
2,461 84 
2,586 18 
2,845 96 
2,225 21 
1,294 15 

572 95 

336 97 


$21,177 15 
800 00 
1,289 87 


$354,599 40: 


13,186 oF 


20,575 98 


5,567 98 


18,459 39 


23,267 02 
$435,655 84 
108,798 80 


$544,454 64 


| 
44, 
| 
| 
i 
+ 
4 
=| 
he, 
6 
$3,908 2 
2,384 55 
747 90 
401 21 
2,454 07 
808 21 
hie 
| » 
7.121620 
6 00 
193 5° 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR CHURCH EDIFICE WORK. q 
CuurcH EpirickE BENEVOLENT FuND: REcEIPTS. 
Legacies 2,000 00 4 
Income from Real Estate ..... 2,393 OF 
$99,876 
Gift returned by Church at Camden, Kan........... 50 00 
Total Amount Received ............ $22,026 59 
Balance, April 1, 1895 es 16,267 94 
$39,194 53 
CuurcH Epirice BENEVOLENT FuND: EXPENDITURES. 
Gifts to the following Churches: 
Arkansas, Johnsville, Colored .......... $75 00 
California, Armona ........ 200 00 
Dinuba...... 409 00 
Los Angeles ........ 1,000 00 
San rancisco, 500 00 
Church ...... 500 00 
Florida, Melrose ............ 40 00 
“Chicago, 100. 00 
K ansas, 100 00 
Massachusetts, Worcester, French ...........ccsccecccccccccceceee 250 00 
Mexico, City of Mexico..... 433 00 
CMO 100 00 
Montana, 250 00 
Kearney, Designated ............. 419 35 


j 
Hi 
a 


162 TREASURER’S REPORT. | | 1896, 


CuurcH Epirice BENEVOLENT Funp 
Amount brought forward $17,567 35 


North Carolina, Wilmington, 200 00 
ey *North Dakota, Grand Forks, Scandinavian ...............2...0200- 250 00 


Oklahouin, 300 00 
6 Park Place Ch..... 250 
* Seattle, Market St. Ch...... 200 


“ 


West Virginia, Baden ee eee cee ee eee eee 150 


Expenses, Salaries .......---. --- $600 


8 


mount loaned General Fund ................... 7,000 


11,758 28 


$30,194 53 


Also a Loan from the Loan Fund. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR CHURCH EDIFICE WORK.— Continued. 


Cuurcu Epirice Loan Funp: RECcEIPTs. 


Interest on Loans to 5,510 60 
Transferred from Benevolent Fund ..... 7,500 00 
$20,916 57 
$24,297 O7 
CuurcH Epirice Loan Funp: ExpENDITURES. 
Loans to the following Churches : 
Total Amount of Loans... $18,713 83 
Insurance of 5400 432 74 
5.170 72 
$24.297 07 


* Also a Donation from the Benevolent Fund. 
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SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


$505,949 40 


RECEIPTs. | 
Contributions for General Purposes ......... $202,128 71 
“ Schools and Buildings ............------ 29,764 57) | 
“ Permanent Trust 1,668 50 
$266,921 27 
Legacies for General Pur $164,835 82 
Conditional Trust Funds. ...... 34890 00 
172,460 82 
nterest ividends, 33723 39 
Church Edifice Gift 
i “ Interest Church Edifice Loan Fund........ 5,510 60 
* “ Interest for Account of Permanent Trust 
" “ Interest for Account of Conditional Trust 
" “ Sale and Rent of Real Estate.............. 9,979 23 
7 “ Home Mission Monthly and Jubilee Volume. 3,782 46 
on oe Amount received into the Treasury, exclusive of 
Repaid and Borrowed Money.................. | 
EXPENDITURES. | 
Salaries of $213,006 17, 
“ © Principals and Teachers in Schools ............ 89,939 32 
“ and Expenses of General Superintendents. ....... 13,186 07 
“ District Secretaries. ............ 20,575 98 
“ of Officers and Clerks at the Rooms ............... 15,451 3 
Expense and Publication Account, General........ SETA 24,027 37 
of Schools and Designations 6,036 93 
“ Church Edifice Gift eee 4758 28 
“ Church Edifice Loan Fund..... 5,170 72 
School Buildings, Insurance, etc..... 30,075 62 
23,890 27 


$488,188 94 


(18 6 
I 59 
¢ 
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PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE SOCIETY. 


I.—-PERMANENT TRUST FUNDS, 


By these are meant donations to the Society to be invested, and the interest 
alone applied annually to the purposes of the Society. 


FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. 


& 


Allen, Jonas, Fund...... $100 00 Kendall, Horace, Fund... $1,000 00 
Ambler, J. 14,000 00 Lees,Wm. B., 950 00 
Anderson, David, 1,000 co Littler, Nathan, 3,374 68 
Axtell, Mrs. E., 311 11 Logan, John, 400 00 
Barney, Nancy Porter; Memo- Merrick, Austin, 
rial Fond we 5,000 00 Monroe, Mary E., 
Blain, John, Fund... 1,000 00 Norcross,S. W., ‘* ... 500 00 
Bleecker, G. N., ‘¢ .-. 17,000 00 Noyes, Mary, 
Brimhall, Permelia, .-- 1,572 99 Nugent, George, 
Brockett, E. J. 00 Pease, Nancy P., ... .§,000,00 
Butler, Charles ... 31,000 00 Roberts, Eliza, 
Capen, Barnabas D., ‘¢ ... 10,000 00 Rockwell, Rufus, “ ... 461 80 
Carleton, Younglove, ... 830 21 Rogers, Elizabeth, ‘‘ 500 00 
Cheever, Wnm., 7,657 82 Rogers, Ann, 500 
Corry, Aaron, 81 Russell, P. R., 
Darling, Henry, 1,000 00 Selleck, Levi, 
Dunbar, Robert, ‘6 12. §00 00 Swaim, Mary A. N., “ 9,400 00 
Eldridge, Lyman, Pe cae 5 00 Thorn, Mrs. John, Memorial 
Fisk, Theron, ‘¢ ... 2,500 oo Tripp, Susan, Fund........ 500 00 
Frazer, The., s¢ .-- 3,500 00 Van Husan, C., Memorial 
Giddings, Mrs. Lovina‘ ... 600 00 Whiting, Martha, Fund... 1,000 00 
Glover, Henry R., ... 5,000 00 Wickens, George, 500 00 
Hoyt, Joseph B., 25,000 GO 
John, Lizzie Memorial $184,079 
FOR SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION. 
Bostwick, J. A., © F und... $6,000 oo Atlanta Seminary .......... $5 00 
Bradford, --- 1,000 00 Shaw University: 
Champney, Sarah H., ... §00 00  #Endowment............. 25,588 02 
Colby, Emily S., “ ... 20000 Judson Wade Leonard 
Endowment of Schools, viz.: 00 
Benedict College.... 38 Wayland Seminary........ 18,740 33 
Jackson College......... 25 Indian University ......... 1,606 02 
Richmond Theo. Sem. : Gray, M. M., Fund... 1,000 00 
Union Protessorship 41 Howe, William, 2,000 00 
}. B. Hoyt Fund... 25,000 00 Marston, S. W., 1,000 00 
|. D. Rockefeller ... 25,000 00 Ripley, A. O., 1,000 00 
Susan C, Reed Scholarship 1,000 00 Smart, John, 
Library 3,220 50 Wayland, Elizabeth A.,“* ... 150 00 
Emily Colby Fund 500 00 t —— 1,500 00 
Waterhouse, C, W., “ ... 1,00000 t——-——  “ .......... 1,500 00 
Tolman, L dia S., --- 1,400 00 — 
Smith, 1,000 00 $187,719 91 


Roger Williams Univ...... 2,845 00 


4 
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a FOR CHURCH EDIFICE WORK. 
j Total of Permanent Trust Funds........ $377,798 94 
Amount reported last 25 
a Increase, as follows: 
¥ Endowment of Benedict College ......... $4,260 19 
‘¢ Richmond Theo. Sem..... 1,391 00 
Indian University ........ 1,057 50 
‘¢ Roger Williams University, 175 00 
6 ‘¢ Wayland Seminary ....-. 475 00 
Atlanta Seminary ......... 5 00 
aa The above funds are safely invested as follows : | 
Re First Mortgages on Real Estate in New York and Brooklyn. $295, 410 33 
ca) Railroad Bonds and Stock, invested by Donors .......... 8,300 00 
Bank and other Stock and ‘Bonds, invested by 
Real Estate, Nashville, Tenn..... 1,000 00 
| $377,798 94 
II.—CONDITIONAL TRUST FUNDS, 
| By these are meant donations to the Society on conditions named by the donors. 
,(1.) That the donors themselves have the right to draw an annuity during their 
| natural life. (2.) Annuities payable to parties designated by the donors. (3.) Do- 
TF nations the interest of which is added to the principal until such time as the donors 
ft shall direct said sums to be spent for the purposes of the Society. 
Allen, Jonathan L........ $1,823 15 Chilson, Gardner ........ $26,666 66 
VE Ambler, Mrs. A. T....... 7,300 00 Chrisler, Mrs. H. CoraR. 100 00 
3,000 00 Corey, Charles H ........ §00 00 
| Andrews, Mrs. Perses ... 500 00 Crawford, 40 00 
Ee Atkins, Mrs. E, B........ 1,200 00 Crosby, Mrs. Sarah Ford ‘ 250 00 
it Atlanta Bapt. Seminary... | 20,637 00 Crowell, Mrs. M. E...-.. 500 00 
Barton, Mrs. Belinda..... 2,002 90 Dame, John cues 400 00 
iH Bell, Miss Minerva.....-. 500 00 Darrow, Mrs. H.E.. ... 5550 
Benedict, Mrs, B, A..... - 10,000 00 Davis, Mrs. B. M........ 500,00 
Billings, Miss Lydia G... 300 00 Davis, 7,000 ,00 
1 Boardman, Mrs. M. O.... 500 00 Dyer, Mrs. Lucy D...--. _ 1,000 ,00 
fee Brown, Mrs. Lura K..... 1,000 00 Erwin, Mrs, Keziah...... 100 06 
Tis Boynton, Mrs. H. D..... 10 Edwards, P. M...... ...- 1,000 “00 
Capen, Barnabas D....... 10,000 00 Fish, Mrs. 3,000 
He 4 Carr, Miss Ann Alila..... 500 00 Fiske, Miss Grace.....-... 1,000 00 


jie - - 
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Foster, Mrs. M.S.....-- $8,000 00 *Skaats, Mrs. Eliza....... $1,500 00 
Furman; Semel 600 00 Smith, Mrs. J. L......... 300 oc 
Gould, Julia N....-..---- 250 00 Spring, Rev. M. B....... 1,500 00 
Gray, Martin E...-...... '§2,502 66 Swan, Edward P......... 5,360 00 
Gray, Mrs. Mercy M..... 43,377 15 Taft, Mrs. A. B.......... I, oc 
Greene, J. Ashton........ 5,000 00 Train, Mrs, C. W........ 1,000 Oc 
Gilbert, Mrs. Ann E...... 500 00 Walker, Joel ..... oe 2,000 OC 
Hale, David 5,000 00 Watts, 1,000 00 
Hall, Mrs. Anne E....... 1,600 00 Wassell, Mrs. Mary B.... = 2,000 Oc 
Hall, Mrs. Lucetta...... ; 400 00 Webb, Jonathan N....... 3,000 00 
Hardin, Mrs. Florence J -.. 100 06 West, Mrs. N. K........ 50 Oc 
Hawkins, William ....... 12,000 00 Wetherbee, Miss Ruby... 2,000 Oo 
Henderson, Mrs. R .....-. 1,000 00 White, David............ 1,000 00 
Henrich, 1,450 00 Willard, Mrs, S. A.......° 500 00 
Herrick, Mrs. M. B...-.. 300 00 Willett, Miss Louisa..:.. 752 90 
Hires, Mrs. Josephine C.. 200 00 Willett, Miss Harriet S... 750 00. 
Holden, Ra ce 5,000 00 Williams, John..-....... 2,000 00 
Huff, Miss Elizabeth ..... 500 00 Wolcott, Mrs. M. L...... 100 &: 
Huntley, William E...... 6,000 00 Woolsey, Mrs. Lucy T... 400 00 
Jones, Mrs, J. N.....---- 2,500 00 3,350 00 
Kennard, Miss Harriet C.. 1,000 00 t—— ——........-...... 2,000 00 
Leach, Mrs. M. D....... 1,000 00 t—— ——..........-.... 1,000 OG 
Lewis, Wi 2,950 00 t—— ——....... 2,500 00 
Miss Hannah .... 100 00 ——....... 253 13 
Merrifield, Mrs. J. H..... 100 0O t—— 7,000 
Mitchell, Mrs, J. M...... 200 00 f—— ——...............- 10,000 0G 
Nichols, Charles H...... 3,800 00 t—— ——............... 1,000 OG 
Onderdonk, Miss Harriet W 1,020 OO 500 00 
Parker, Miss Laura ...... 200 00 t—— ——.......-...-.--..- 500 00 
Parmly, Miss M. E....... 200 00 t—— ——.........--..-- 2,500 00 
Pettit, Mrs. Curtis ....... 200 00 f—— ——.............. 400 0O 
Phillips, Mrs, Lydia B.... 200 00 t—— ——......-....-.... 5,000 00 
Pomeroy, William S...... 2,000 00 t—— ——.........--...- 2,000 00 
Pratt, 500 00 t——-- ——........----.-. 5,500 00 
Proctor, en 13,000 00 t—— ——..........----. 400 00 
Riggs, 1,500 00 t—— ——.........-..... 1,000 00 
Robo, 500 00 t—— ——.........-...-- 1,000 00 
Rogers, i: 4,000 00 t—— ——.........--...- 6,000 00 
Savage, Eleazer.........-. 2,000 00 t—— ——.......-----..- 500 00 
Savage, Morgan .......... 5,000 00 t—— ——............--- 500 00 
Seely, ROR, Wi 550° 00 
Shepardson, D..........- 1,000 00 $371,330 26 
i | $389 303 2 
$371,330 26 


nf * Two-thirds of this amount is held in trust, to be equally divided between the American Baptist 
_ ““svonary Union and the American and Foreign Bible Society. 
Donors who do not wish their names made public. 


4 
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H a ‘These funds are invested as follows, viz.: | 

ie First Mortgages on Real Estate in New York and Brooklyn,........ $245,559 28 
i a Bank and other Stock, Invested by Donors...............-......-- 8,063 75 


Expended, Church Edifice Fund. ........ 12,055 50 
Expended, General Fund 12,793 13 
Chemical Bank ........ 


$371,330 26 


‘ 


III. —CHURCH EDIFICE BENEVOLENT INVESTMENT FUND. 


Transferred to Church Edifice Loan Fund................-.--...-- 7,500 00 


Invested as follows, viz. : 
First Mortgages on Real Estate in New York............ $98,600 00 


3 90 
——$144,213 90 


: IV.—CHURCH EDIFICE LOAN FUND. 


Amount of outstanding Loans........ $131,439 61 


Increase—By Interest, Contributions and Transfers ......-..-. 22,004 33 
Charged to Profit and Loss ..............-. 20600 
$4,773 
| 


Interest due on Loans to Churches...... 922000 
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V.—REAL ESTATE, 
School property, ete. : 


Wayland Seminary, Washington, D. C., Value, $80,000 00 


Benedict College, Columbia, S. C., = 50,000 00 
Atlanta Seminary, Atlanta, Ga., “ 60,000 00 
Spelman Seminary, Atlanta, Ga., si 150,000 00 
Roger Williams University, Nashville, 
Tenn., 100,000 00 
Jackson College, Jackson, Miss., 9: 35,000 00 
Bishop College, Marshall, Tex., . 85,000 00 
Florida Institute, Live Oak, Fla., - 7,000 00 
Mission ground and building, Tahlequah, | 
Ind. Ter., nee 5,000 00 
Atoka Academy Property, Atoka, Ind. 
Ter., am 5,000 00 
Chinese Mission Headquarters, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., <i 22,000 00 
Mission Headquarters and Church, City 
of Mexico, - 26,000 00 
$625,000 00 
VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 
For General Purposes: 
R. R. and other Bonds........-. + de -.---- 6,880 00 
$78,542 19 
For Church Edifee Work: 
$50,000 00 


J. GREENWOOD SNELLING, Treasurer, 
111 Fifth Ave , New York, April 1, 1896. 


AUDITORS’ CERTIFICATE, 


This certifies that we have carefully examined the accompanying accounts of the Treasurer, 
and have compared the entries with the vouchers connected therewith, and find the same correct. 
We find the debt of the Society for borrowed money to be eighty-six thousand, two hundred and 
forty-five dollars and forty-one cents ($86,245.41). 

We have also examined the various Trust Furds and evidences of property belonging to the 
Society, and find them to agree with the entries in the Treasurer's books. 

Signed, 
OSEPH BROKAw, 


HAS. B. CANFIELD, Auditors. 
New York, May 7th, 1896. ; | 
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4 | RECEIVED FROM APRIL 1, 1895, TO MARCH 31, 1896. 
; Paris.—Estate of Mrs. Louisa G. D. Thayer $500 00 
we Wells Depot.—Estate of Rev. Joseph Storer, for F, F .............. 237 00 
‘ NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Hillsboro,—Estate of Rhoda A. 100 00 
Swanzey.—Estate of John A. 999 86 
1 VERMONT. 
ede Burlington.—Estate of Mrs. L. F. Barnes, Interest................ | 60 00 
Fairfax.—-Estate of J. M. Hotchkiss, 16 
Windsor.—Estate of John P. Skinner, 10 00 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Amesbury.—Estate of Eliza A. Flanders. ............ 285 00 
Agawam.—Fstate of Mary Ann Smith ............ 285 70 
Boston.— Estate of John Woods, 128 32 
Boston.—Estate of Abigail C. Parker... 242 08 
Cambridgeport.—Estate of Josiah W. 3,690 00 
ie: Cambridge.—Estate of Wm. B. Hovey, $500 for C. E. F., $500 for F.F. 1,000 00 
Danversport,—Estate of Benjamin Porter, Interest..........-. eaese 48 94 
Freetown.—Estate of Philip C. 500 00 
Needham,—Estate of Lauren 1,000 00 
Newbury port,—Estate of Mary 23 06 
Newton Centre,—Estate of Joseph C. Hartshorn......... 1,000 00 
a Newton.—Estate of Gardner Colby, $1,000 for F. F.....-.....-.-.. 2,000 00 
North Adams.—Estate of C. T, --- 88,600 30 
Pittsfield.—Estate of Mrs. Mary E, Francis .......--- 2,900 00 
He 4 Southbridge.—Estate of John Edwards, Interest...............----- 54 00 
oe South Gardner.—Estate of Susannah Stone, Interest...........- wes 57 60 
| South Hadley Falls.—Estate of Henry W. 1,200 00 
Randolph,—Estate of Mrs. Ellen R. DuBois ......... 475 00 
| 
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1896. | LEGACIES. 
Wakefield.—Estate of Eunice H. 
Watertown.—Estate of Mary E. Coolidge, for C. KE. F......... Pree 


Whitman.—Estate of Caroline Fullerton 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Providence.—Estate of H. Jackson, D.D., Interest..........---... : 


CONNECTICUT. 


Groton.—Estate of Ebenezer Morgan, for C. E. F 
Hartford,—Estate of Geo, E. Martin... 
Putnam,—Estate of Joanna Barrett, Interest 
Stamford.—Estate of Nancy Smith, Interest...............-..----. 
Uncasville.—Estate of Polly Browning, Interest 


NEW YORK. 


A lbion,.—Estate of Mrs. Julia A. Smith. 
Ballston Spa.—Estate of Mrs. Jane E. Parkinson.................. 
Friendship.—Estate of H. M. Carryer 
Galway.—Estate of Rebecca C. Cook 
Holly.—Estate of James G. Wilson, 
Lodi,—Estate of Garrett Clawson 
Manchester.—Estate of Polly Mitchell, Interest................-... 
New York City.—Estate of Horace Waters 
Pearl Creek.—Estate of Miss Alice Parks......................-. . 
Stephentown,—Estate of Mary P. Conklin 
('tica.—Estate of John Thorn 


NEW JERSEY. 


Lurlington,—Estate of Ann S. Price, Interest 
A-cyport,—Seabrook Estate, Interest 


PENNSYLVANIA, 
/actoryville.—Estate of Mrs. A. S, Nichols....... 


North East.—Estate of Rev. Levant 
/clers Creek,—Estate of Ann S. Benson, Interest 
of Jabez Jenkins 


| WEST VIRGINIA. 
/-lroleum,—Estate of Mrs. Sarah Carder 


I7I 


$95 00 
500 00 
50 00 


46 88 


1,000 00 
2,500 00 
44 44 
16 66 
12 00 


611 42 
750 0O 


2,000 00 


250 00. 


500 00 
561 85 
1,294 68 
17 54 
971 95 
100 00 
249 50 
300 00 
50 00 
5,C00 00 


37 5° 
35 47 


190 00 
100 0O 
15 00 
44 50 
50 00 


CO 


4 
‘ 
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A 
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a 172 LEGACIES, [ 1896. 
Bucyrus.—Estate of John eee $o 68 
Chardon.—Estate of Mrs. N, A. Philbrick ........... EEL 100 00 
Cleveland.—Estate of Mrs. Caroline S. Myers..... so 2,500 00 
Frederickstown.—Estate of Mrs. Louisa J. Bethel. ................. 1,100 00 
Mansfield.—Estate of Roderick Lean...... 1,872 75 
ILLINOIS. 
Bloomington.—Estate of Mrs. Julia A. 50 00 
Dundee.—Estate of Mrs. 10 00 
Ve Elgin.—Estate of Miss Harriet E. 619 00 
Plainfield.—Estate of Mrs. Jos. 124 00 
IOWA. 
Anamosa.—Estate of Mrs. Maria K, 1,612 10 
| WISCONSIN. 
| Janesville.—Estate of John B. 1,658 74 
TEXAS. 
Dallas.—Estate of Miss Eliza McCoy........-..... 1,300 00 
MICHIGAN. 
Rochester.—Estate of N. J. Millard........ 1,442 92 


FOR ACCOUNT OF CONDITIONAL TRUST FUNDS. 
Estate of Josiah W. Cook, Cambridgeport, Mass., for Atlanta Sem’y. 3,690 00 


i FOR ACCOUNT OF PERMANENT TRUST FUNDS. 


Estate of Mrs. Ellen R. Du Bois, Randolph, Mass., 

For Roger Williams . University... 475 00 
| oe Estate of Mrs. Eliza A. Fianders, Amesbury, Mass..........------ 285 00 
4 Fe 1 Estate of Rev. S. F. Smith, D.D., Newton Center, Mass., 
For Richmond Theo, Seminary, Va 1,000 00 
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MEMBERS FOR LIFE. 


Total Number Constituted Such During the Year—so. 


Allen, Rev. W. F., Grundy Centre, Iowa, by 
Self. 


Bancroft, Urana P., Worcester, Mass., by 
Church. 


Barry, Charles C., Melrose, Mass., by Church. 


Brundage, Mrs. Louisa R., Ottawa, IIL, by 
Self, 


Buckley, A. C., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Church. 

Burch, Miss Abigail, Cherry Valley, N. Y., by 
Church, 

Cunningham, Abner, Saxtons River, Vt., by 
Church, 

Davis, Rev. H. Z., Sharon Springs, N. Y., by 
Leesville Church. 

Davis, Mrs. H. Z., Sharon Springs, N. Y., 
by Leesville Church. 


Dilts, Rev. Asa Reed, Northampton, Mass., by 


Church, 
Drummond, S., Washington, Pa., by Church. 


Durfee, Mrs. M. E., Fall River, Mass., by 
Church. 


Dwelly, Mrs. Janet, Fall River, Mass., by 
Church, 


Earl, Rev. John A., Waterloo, Iowa, by Church. 


Earl, Mrs. John A., Waterloo, Iowa, by 
Church, 


Estabrook, Mrs. L. H., Fall River, Mass., by 
Church, 


Gaither, Rev. Wm., Medora, IIl., by Self. 

Goff, Mrs. S. I, Fall River, Mass., by Church, 
Grant, Pearl Belle, Providence, R. I., by Self. 
Gregson Mrs. A., Fall River, Mass., by Church. 


Hascall, Mrs. E, A., Fall River, Mass., by 
Church, 


Holden, James A., Holden, Mass., by Church. 


‘Horton, Mrs. L,. D., Fall River, Mass., by 
>hurch, 


lll., Baptist Young People’s Union: 
ry Self. 


Lane, Addison, Melrose, Mass., by Church. 
Leach, Rey. F, R., Glenwood, Iowa, by Church. 


Leach, Mrs. F. R., Glenwood, Iowa, by Church, 
Leach, Ellen E., Roxbury, Mass., by Church. 


Learned, George A., Arlington, Mass., by 
Church. 


Marshall, John E., Melrose, Mass., by Church’ 


Manley, Francis E., Melrose, Mass., by 
Church, 


Miller, Mary H., Meriden, Conn., by Self. 


Murrow, Rev. J. S., Atoka, Ind. Ter., by 
Church. 


Newhall, George, Melrose, Mass., by Church, 

Smith, A. E., Jr., Camillus, N. Y., by Church, 

Smith, Aquila C., Winchester, Ill, by Mrs. 
Nancy Willison. 

Smith, Mrs. Ella, Winchester, Ill., by Mrs, 
Nancy Willison. 

Strong, Rev. Phillip B., Little Falls, N. Y., 
by Church. 


Strong, Mrs. Minnie C., Little Falls, N. Y., by 
Church. | 


Thomas, Rev. M. L., Topeka, Kans., by 


Church. 


Thurston, Mrs. Ada E., Fall River, Mass., by 
Church. 


Waterbury, F. W., Saratoga Springs, N. Y., 
by Self. 


Waterbury, Mrs. Caroline E., Saratoga Springs 


N. Y., by E. R. Waterbury. 


Waterbury, Miss Etta M., Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., by E. R. Waterbury. 


Webb, Rev. J. B., Upper Alton, Ill., by 
Church. 


White, Rev. Leroy H., Winchester, Ill., by 
Mrs. Nancy Willison. 


White, Mrs. Laura A., Winchester, Ill., by Mrs. 
Nancy Willison. 


Williams, Rev. H. R., Cascade, Iowa, by 
Church. 


Wilson, Mrs. Lucy T., Melrose, Mass., by 
Church. 


Young, Rev. A.J., Barry, Ill, by Church. 
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REVISED MISSIONARY TABLE SHOWING THE DISTRIBUTION 


1—1832-33 ee ee 6 2 1 ee ee ee ee 1 1 ee ee 1 12 
2—1833-34 1 4 ee ee ee . 3 ee 1 1 15 
3—1834-35 ee ee ee 1 ee ee 3 ee ee 5 . . 1 1 9 9 13 
4—1835-36 ee se 1 ee 1 e- 1 ee 2 ee ee 5 2 9 5 20 
7—1838-39 ee . 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 4 ee 1 l 17 
12—1843-44 ee ee . 1 1 3 1 1 2 1 ee ee 2 . 1 2 1 3 4 
13—1844-45 . ee ee ee . 1 ee ee 1 2 . 1 1 2 3 2 ee ee 3 e 1 2 2 1 ee 
17—1848-49 ee 1 1 6 2 ee 1 ee . ee 2 ee ee ee . 2 1 4 
19—1850-51 1 ee ee 3 ee 1 . ee ee ee ee ee 2 
20—1851-52 1 ee 2 ee ee 1 ee ee . es ee 3: 
21—1852-53 ee ee . . ee 3 2 . ee ee ee ee 2 
22—1853-54 ee ee ee 1 ee 6 2 ee ee e ee ee ee es 9 
25—1856-57 ee ee . 1 1 es . ee ee ee . ee os ee se) 4 
26—1857-58 ee] ec] es eel 1 1 1 eel eo] ef] ee eo] eof 3 
27—1858-59 . . ee . ee ee 1 ee 1 1 . ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 4 
28—1859-60 ee ee ee ee es 1 1 ee e- ee ee ee ee ee ee 3 
29—1860-61 ee ee ee ee ee ee 1 1 . ee ee ees ee ee . 1 
30—1861-62 es eel es ee oe . 1 1 ee oe oe ee ee] aol’ Os 
S4—1865-66) ..| ..| 4 ..| 10] 65] 10; 1) 15) 21} 2) 1 
37—1868-69) ..| ..| ..| ..| ..| 251 ..| Bl 6) 24 6 8 8 3 
$8—1869-70) ..| 1] ..{ ..| ..| 36) ..| 1} 3] 11) 9] 28] 5] 1/39) 4] 6] 16) 4) 1) 3) 1)../..| 1 
39—1870-71| ..| ..| 2! 87] ..| 5& 36) 2} 1) 9} 8} 71) 2|..| 3 1 
40—1871-72) ..| ..| 3) 2] 48} ..| 4] 81 87] &| 2! 7/16) 11) 7} 6] 4] 2) 4) 2) 2 
41—1872-73| ..| ..| 3) 2] ..|-..| 60] 1) 3} ..| 38) 94 4) 1) 4] 1) 6) ..) 1) 2 
45—1874-75) ..| ..| ..| ..| 43] 1] 3] 3] 1) 8120] 1) 1) 6] 4) 2) 2] 11 5) 1 
44—1875-76, 1; ..| 1} 2] 6] 1] 6] 1} 8} 3i 1) 1) 2)..) $ 
45—1876-77| 1) ..| 1) 3 2) 4 2 7| 2) 1) 38} 18 11) 1) 2] 10, 
47—1878-79| 1) ..; 1) 3) ..| 1) 8] 2 ..) 4] al 2) 45) 7} 1) 5 5) 1) 
48—1879-80) 1) ..| 2) 4 4 4] 6] 41 61 2/10) 8| 9) 5 4; 
49—1880-81; 1) ..| 4} ..| 4! 5) 2] 1} 8| 2} 1! 12) 11/10] 9] 3) 7 7). 4) .. 
50—1881-82' 2' ..' 1!) 6' gi 4' gi qi gt ga! gi gi gi 9 7 6... 
51—1882-63| 1| ..| 1] 4| 3| 4} 2 2) 1) 7 4 9 14) 15) 1212) 8) 9 7) 10 
52—1883-84; 1) 1) 4} 1) 6) 5) 3] 6] 2) 6] 10) 3] 16) 11] 14/19] 8) 7 12 6) 40 
58—1884-85} 1) ..| ..| 5) 1) 7} 7) 5) 1) 10) 12) 5} 18] 18| 13) 22) 10) 8 15 2) 44 
54—1885-86) 1) ..| ..| 5) 1) 9} 2 5] 1) ..| 9} 11] 2} 10} 16) 14) 9] 27) 8] 12 8) 13 
55—1886-87; 2) ..| ..| 5) 2} 2) 5] 3] ..| 11} 8! 2] 10) 12) 16) 7| 25) 9) 11] 6 9) 3 13 
56—1887-88; ..| ..| 10; 1! 6| 10} 2) 5) ..| 10) 12) 15) 15) 16) 10| 23; 8| 12| 9 2 4| 12 
57—1888-89) 2) ..| 10; 2) 11] 4} 5) 2] ..| 13] 10} 6) 14] 14] 14] 12/21) 8| 12) 1 18 
58—1889 ..| ..| 10) 2) 7| 9} 4) 2) 3) 5| 15| 15| 18| 13) 23] 8) 8) 9 4 2 16 
59—1890-91) 2) 1) 15] 3) 6| 14) 4] 8) 2) 10) 13 5| 16] 20] 20| 15| 10| 10] 9 3 15) 2 
60—1891-92) 2) 1| 17) 3 9 13} 5| 3] 12] 14) 7| 12) 24) 17| 20) 30) 8| 13) 12) 8 3 
61—1892-93) 2) 2) 15] 3) 8] 14) 9} 4| 2) 12] 6| 20] 23) 18] 34) 9) 11) 10, 5 
62—1893-94) 2) ../ 19} 4) 10) 13} 8] 10; 3) 1| 13) 26) 12) 20] 26) 19) 34, 10) 9) 9 5 
4) 19) 4) 11] 12} 8) 10, 3) 1) 13) 20| 8} 10) 20/ 17/ 37| 11) 12) 10 
64—1895-96' 2! 3) 25! 3) 11! 20) 8! 11! 5! 1! 12) 20! 9) 12! 18] 26) 23) 50/ 10) 101 9! 


NOTES ON ABOVE 


bodies, as also all those who received a 
In the Eastern, Middle, and older 


TABLE.—T bis table does not include General Officers and missionaries of saxiliary 
pointments but did not actually render and report servic’. ‘ie 
uthern States, the missionary operations of Baptists song ™ 


—e English-speaking population have been conducted almost wholly by the State Conventions, This 


as been true also for m 
this rule occur between 1864 and 1874, during 
New York, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and 
fornia, and Florida. Since 18 
in 1882. the Conventions of 
Coast, Texas, and Arkansas 


any years in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and Michigan, The ex {petty = 
rtions of which time the Society was in abi Cali- 

ichigan, and also with Wisconsin, Kansas, Nebri« oe that, 

78 co-operation has been resumed with several of the newer Stale, 

Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Wisconsin, Califurnia, Nort! 

are in general co-operation with the Society. 
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OF MISSIONARIES AND TEACHERS BY STATES FOR EACH YEAR. 


| : E a| 

12} 9| 9} 6 .. 1} ..|....| 62 1833-34— 2 
16 8} 11] .. 3 ..| 79 1834-35— 3 
10) 19 10 14 . . ee ee ee . . 4 é 96 1835-36— 4 
16 11 5 2) 3 . ee] eof er] ool eof eof . . ee 11 87 1839-40— 8 
10 ll 6 6 2 2 ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee es 8 eoleses 71 1840-41— 9 
7 7 9 6 8 . ee . ee ee ee . 2 ee 73 1843-44—12 
35) 33; ..| 9} 36] 22) 4) .. woh oct oof SB 
98] $41 ..| 8} 86] 98) oo] 4] 41 4} Of 1175 |1853-54—22 
22; 29; 7] 98] oo] os] 6] ..| 4 10) ..].... {169 |1854-55—29 
15) 21; 6) 10; 24) 84) 22) 14) 8] al |1864-65—33 
12) 16) 24) 7) 35) 85) 18} 18} 2) af 3] 7} 4] |1865-66e—se 
56) 36) 25) 36] $2) 22) 14) 9) 9) a} a) 8] 3) ..] |1866-67—36 
15; 17| 27) 21) 18' 16) 8] 2 wok ool cul ool ook del: 
20 14) 25) 24 10 21} 8| .. 12) ..] ..] (801 [1869-70-88 
4/38) 24) 22; 19] 16) 19] 6] 7 a 1) ..| ..| ..| 14) 2! 21) 1) |1870-71—39 
6) 47) 14) 18) 23) 15] 31] 22) 20) 6] 5 4 1 2} 1 ..| ..| ..| 19} 6| 2] 4|....|414 |1871-72—40 
37| 15) 20) 28) 16] $3) 27| $9] 9] 6| 6| 1 ..| ..| 12} 7} |1872-73—41 
4) 24) 8/16) 11) 29, 88) 35} 11] 5) 8] 3) al 4] |1874-75—43 
7) 12) 5 8) 25) 33) 28) 9/ 10} 9} 1} 2] ..| ..| ..] 6} 2] 1) 3] 1)..../254 |1875-76—44 
3) 2 7) 6) 20] 17] 84] gi 19 4) 2} 38] 1)....|226 |1876-77—45 
7) 4) 4) 9) 35! 21) 26] 5] 18] 5 |1878-79—47 
2} 4! 7) 23! 82) 3a] 18] 11 |1879-80—48 
43, 15) 88) 82) 68| 34) 9) 93) 18) “i| 13] 9| 3 1880-81—49 
3: 24! 60) 36) 631 43] 11! 25] 23] 3] 1) 1! 2! ol 15] 16! 5] al....l512 |1881-82—50 
4 20, 67) 44) 67, 38) 12,27, 41, 5 3 ..) 3) 4) 2 1616 5 1) 1882-83—51 

4 22) 57| 40) 60) 42) 32) 53) 8] 4| 2| 2/17) 13) 12] 5 10-4 636 |1883-84—52 
6 9) 28) 54) 44) 65) 45) 15) 57| 6| ..| 4] 2] 241 17] 8] 11/8) |1884-85—53 
on 58) 51) 58) 43) 14 27| 55] 5] 1] 4| 2) 2] 3 20] 14 16) 8) 13/4) 676 |1885-86—54 
7 48 49) 56) 57) 40) 15) 34 58 7; 6 1) 5) 4) 3] 1) 23] 16 13) 6) 21/2) {678 |1886-«7—55 
7 52 42) 55) 59) 40) 22) 37| 9] 7| 2] 8] 4) 5] 35| 27| 17| 5| 22|3_—|743 |1887-88—56 
lool 53 43) $2) 61) 44| 65) 9| 6 8} 4) 8) 42) 26 22) 4| 25,3) |790 |1888-89—57 
52° 52) 62) 56) 54| 47| 11} 3] 6] 4| 4| 27| 5| 23/38 \833 |1889-90—58 
63 64) 60) 55, 51) 32) 63| 73/ 11] 10! 6] 6| 2| 3| 54| 29) 38) 6) 21/4 |1890-91—59 
18} 62 40 64) 66) 15) 7| 3) 8) 4/ 3) 2) 61) 35) 46 6) 27/44 1053|/1891-92—60 
+6, 68 73) 71) 71) 49| 38) 55] 76| 13] 3] 5| 5} 1) 65| 36 48, 4| 31/1\~ 1082|1892-93—61 
75 69) 72) 56) 54) 39 66] 10, 8| 6] 3] ..| 32) 38 6| 26| 2/22 1111/1893-94—62 
dl 79) 44 62 47| 54) 45) 76] 83] 12 12 3} 9) 10) 4] .. a 34 44 7| 23'..|33 1100 1894-95 —63 
78) 42! 68] 49) 63! 73! 131 10' 5! gi 11! ..| 63] 34) 52! 13! 26'..'37 1147/1895-96—64 


reg rations in the South were discontinued on the organization of the Southern Baptist Convention in 
i argel ode ‘vere resumed in 1862, since which time they have been chiefly | the Freedmen, and are 
the favt . eons The decrease of laborers among the Freedmen after 1873 is largely accounted for by 
otra * Students were no longer commissioned as teachers and missionaries during their summer 
in 1889, Of ee Territory of Dakota was divided into the two States of North Dakota and South Dakota 
the 73 in an ® 67 missionaries reported in 1890, 30 were in North Dakota and 37 in South Dakota; and of 
Dakota and ropry were in North Dakota and 40 in South Dakota; of the 66 in 1892, 31 were in North 
there in South Dakota ; of the 76 in 1893, 37 were in North Dakota and 39 in South Dakota. In 
were also 4 missionaries in the new Oklahoma Territory, 9 in 1892, and 16 in 1893. 
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TABLE OF COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 


Churches 
a IETY’S | Contributions No. of Baptisms | Churches é. 
1—1832-33| $6,586 73 50 400 93 
4 £7 2—1833-34! 7,776 52 62 1,600 40 55 
ee 3—1834-35 8,663 84 79 1,200 60 68 
aes 4—1835-36| 16,910 85 96 300 1,040 96 79 
Beg 5—1836-37| 12,361 66} 103 247 873 33 89 
6—1837-38| 13,437 81} 105 237 1,431 29 81 
7—1838-39| 15,345 05) 115 1,058 88 
8—1839-40| 17,334 29 87 761 2 | 
9—1840-41| 10,779 09 71 300 1,134 
tW—1841-42| 12,506 92 93 325 1,495 
11—1842-43| 11,806 51 85 304 1,489 1. 
12—1843-44| 13,401 76) 73 249 1,127 
7 13—1844-45| 18,675 68 97 327 818 51 62 
: 14—1845-46| 15,727 73 98 472 992 33 71 
15—1846-47| 18,161 50} 136 505 490 29 84 
16—1847-48| 20,068 151 558 694 $5 | 105 
17—1848-49| 20,876 64) 128 453 774 45 | 
| 18—1849-50| 25,201 09} 110 338 949 33 81 
19—1850-51; 29,648 28) 132 386 981 33 98 
20—1851 38,114.16) 4141 380 1,187 46 99 
21-1852-53| 42,872 01; 164 500 1,025 59 116 
29-1853-54| 56,381 08) 175 612 1,322 67 137 
23—1854-55| 55,545 169 481 1,026 
24_1855-56| 47,928 113 196 542 
251856-57| 43,361 76 88 211 336 
ie 26—1857-58| 41,707 82 97 247 593 27 77 
27—1858-59| 43,525 92) 106 269 764 53 85 
28—1859-60| 55,749 50} 128 358 496 50 96 
29-1860-61| 44.678 67| 131 371 867 71 109 
30-—1861-62| 31,144 28 84 252 473 30 71 
f : 31—1862-63| 32,095 30 87 15 | 6501 17 55 
-32—1863-64| 56,090 00} 147 372 892 36 83 
33—1864-65|  94,403.17| 227 429 2,141 57 130 
34—1865-66| 105,936 25| 312 378 4,151 89 158 
35—1866-67| 144,184 46| 391 406 7,236 132 233 
36—1867-68| 139,060 rH 326 352 6,712 106 207 
$7—1868-69| 130,877 266 301 4,424 64 183 
38—1869-70| 177,878 90| 301 321 | 3,840 7 | 164 
39—1870-71| 197,071 30} 338 491 | 4,038 9 | 195 
40—1871-72| 186,251 29) 414 500 6,029 160 | 259 
41—1872-73| 210,660 07} 435 484 |. 168 | 278 
42—1873-74| 221,272 329 362 2,264 
43—1874-75| 198,343 98} 324 358 2,100 92 | 198 
441875-76| 177,876 62) 254 300 2,036 159 
45—1876-77| 159,032 225 256} 1,581 | 163 
46—1877-78| 126,463 91 213 250 1,834 36 
47—1878-79| 115,083 38| 238 274 1,172 151 
48—1879-80| 122,419 21) 277 836 1,160 67 
—1880-81: 193,373 24) 390 1,202 1,304 a 236 
1881-82; 311,918 512 1.460 1,675 315 
51—18R2-R3| 226,914 76| 607 1,762 2.515 152 406 
52—1>83-84| 369,302 51| 636 1,599 2,949 145 404 
53— 1884-85 315,245 58| 1,628 3.317 139 404 
Bee 54—1885-86| 326,279 09| 676 1,512 | 3,296 140 442 
a 55—1886-87| 513,623 82) 678 1,385 3,300 129 447 
i 56—1887-88| 551,595 92) 743 1,594 2,826 137 475 
57—1888-89| 296,461 790 1,795 3,646 181 526 
58—1kx9-90) 360,414 15) 833 1,659 3,834 163 541 
ie, 59—1890-91| 213,586 62, 948 1,828 4,523 199 603 
iat 60—1891-92| 318,986 06) 1,053 2018 | 4,335 119 669 
61—1892-93| 315,961 78} 1,082 2.035 136 715 
62— 1893-94] 333,137 61| 1,111 2.291 5,998 149 682 
iy 63—1894-95| 355,157 75) 1,100 1,933 6,192 150 716 
We. 64—1895-96| 394.729 10 1,147 2,015 6,258 187 13 
Totals .|$8,787,969 09; 13,939 


THE AMENDED ACT OF INCORPORATION. 


CHAPTER 528. 
AN ACT 


To amend chapter one hundred and seventeen of the laws of eighteen hundred 
and forty-three, entitled ‘‘ An act to incorporate the American Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Society,” as amended and extended by chapter thirty-five of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and forty-nine, and chapter one hundred and ninety-six of the laws of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-seven. 


Became a law May 3, 1895, with the approval of the Governor. Passed, three- 
fifths being present. 


The people of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do 
enact as follows: : 


SECTION I, Chapter one hundred and seventeen of the laws of eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-three, entitled ‘‘ An act to incorporate the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society,” as amended and extended by chapter thirty-five of the laws of 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, and by chapter one hundred and ninety-six of the 
th of eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, is hereby amended so as to read as 
ollows : | 


\ 1. All such persons as now are, or hereafter may become, members of the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, formed in the city of New York in the 
year eighteen hundred and thirty-two, shall be, and hereby are, constituted a body 
corporate by the name of ‘‘ The American Baptist Home Mission Society,” for the 
purpose of promoting the preaching of the Gospel, for the establishing, maintaining 
or aiding Baptist churches or missions, for the acquisition of sites in contemplation 
of the erection of houses of worship and other buildings, and for the establishing or 
maintaining or assisting in the establishing or maintaining of schools and other in- 
stitutions of learning in connection with its missionary work in North America. 


\ 2, It shall be lawful for the members of said Society, at any time they may 
| elect, to appoint such officers and to make and ordain such by-laws and regulations 
in relation to their organization and to the management, disposition and sale of 
their real or personal estate, the duties and powers of their officers and the manage- 
ment of their corporate affairs as they shall think proper, provided they are not 
Inconsistent with the constitution and laws of this State and of the United States. 


) 3. The said corporation shal! have power to receive, take, hold and enjoy any 
property, real or personal, by virtue of any devise, bequest, gift, grant or purchase, 
either absolutely or in trust, and to make investments thereof, or of the proceeds 
thereof, or of any of its funds, wherever and in such manner as may be deemed 
advisable, and therewith to acquire or erect for its own use or accommodation, or 
for other purposes, such building or buildings as it may regard advantageous to the 
interests of the Society, or of the Baptist denomination, with which it is connected ; 
subject, however, in respect to the amount of property it may take and hold, to the 
restricuons and limitations of existing laws, and in respect to devises or bequests 
from residents of the State of New York, to the provisions of chapter three hundred 


a sixty of the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty, entitled “ An act in relation to 


$4. The annual and other meetings of said corporation may be held at such 
place or places within the United States, and at such time or times as the said cor- 
poration may, from time to time, determine. 


'5. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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